




NACo and Iowa Counties: 2026 Highlights  
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25 Policy Steering Committee 
Members 
Å Transportation (7) 

Å Agriculture & Rural Affairs (6) 

Å Justice & Public Safety (3)

Å Human Services (3) 

Å Community, Economic & Workforce Dev. (2) 

Å Finance (2) 

Å Energy, Environment & Land Use (1)

Å Telecommunications (1) 

1 New Graduate of County Leadership 
Institute



 
Scan the QR 

code to activate 

your MyNACo  

Portal





KNOWLEDGE: 

Conferences, Peer Exchanges and Webinars 
feature county best practices, share information on complex topics 
and enhance coordination with the federal government.

County News and E -Newsletters 
arrive directly to your county office and inbox, providing policy 
updates, county-focused resources and local case studies. 

County Explorer Displays Over 8,000 Data Points
including economic, transportation and a disaster response profiles 
for your county. 



NACo®s County Explorer 

Custom Profiles: 

Å Economic Landscape

Å Transportation Infrastructure

Å Disaster Declarations 



NACo®s County Explorer 

Custom Profiles: 

Å Economic Landscape

Å Transportation Infrastructure

Å Disaster Declarations 



FEDERAL ADVOCACY: 

Commissioner Paul Heimel of Potter County,  Pa. 

represents NACo before the U.S. House Agriculture 
Subcommittee on Rural Development

Enhance Intergovernmental Partnerships 
Congressional testimonies, advocacy fly-ins, NACo federal agency expo

Shape Federal Policy 
Ten policy steering committees create the American County Platform 

Protect Local Revenue Sources 
Dedicated staff protect revenue sources critical to providing county 
services, including Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) and Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding
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NACo®s Policy Platform is Member Driven
Ten  Po l icy  Stee r ing  Commi t t ees  

1. Agriculture & Rural Affairs

2. Community, Economic & Workforce Development 

3. Environment, Energy & Land Use

4. Finance, Pensions & Intergovernmental Affairs

5. Health

6. Human Services & Education

7. Justice & Public Safety

8. Public Lands

9. Telecommunications & Technology

10. Transportation
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Iowans Involved in NACo's Ten Policy Steering Committees:

Agriculture and Rural Affairs

Å Kyle Stecker, Kossuth County; Jack Sayers, Mills County; Barry Anderson, Clay County; Carl Vande Weerd, Sioux 

County; Richard Crouch, Mills County; Ty Rosburg, Crawford County

Community, Economic and Workforce Development

Å Doug Bishop, Jasper County; Lisa Heddens, Story County

Environment, Energy and Land Use

Å Carissa Sisson, Franklin County

Finance, Pensions and Intergovernmental Affairs

Å Jill Ozuna, Montgomery County; Heidi Goebel, Emmet County

Human Services and Education

Å Lynette Jacoby, Johnson County; Jack Seward, Washington County; David Thielen, Linn County

Justice and Public Safety

Å Darin Raymond, Plymouth County; Brian Gardner, Linn County; Latifah Faisal, Story County

Telecommunications and Technology

Å Al Yu, Black Hawk County

Transportation:

Å John Riherd, Butler County; Brian Moore, ICEASB; Andrew McGuire, Keokuk County; Wade Weiss, Greene County; Todd 

Kinney, Clinton County; Jacob Thorius, Washington County; Jamie Johll, Webster County
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Policy Advancement
N ew Advoca cy Resou rces





COUNTY EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 

Voluntary Health & Retirement Benefits 
Public Promise Insurance and Nationwide®s Deferred 
Compensation Program support county employees, helping 
counties recruit and retain top talent. 

Professional Development & Leadership 
Networks
foster skill development and topic expertise among county 
cohorts.

Civic Engagement Resources
educate the greater public on the critical services counties 
provide and champion the meaningful work of county 
employees. 



CONNECTIONS: 

Regional Forums and 

Population Caucuses enhance 

collaboration across counties 

facing similar challenges 

National initiatives, including We Are Counties 

and Operation Greenlight, bring counties across 

the country together and uplift the critical role 

counties play in serving our communities 

Innovation councils place 

members at the front lines of 

problem solving, engaging 

technical experts related to 

community health, disaster 

resiliency, energy, housing and 

technology 



Behavioral Health 

and Justice

Environment and 

Land Use

Health and 

Human Services

Economic and 

Workforce 

Development

NACo Initiatives & Cohorts



Health and Human Services



APPLY NOW!

Second Cohort: 

Public Health Leadership Academy 

Virtual and In-person Engagement

Event: January 2027, Washington, D.C. 

Applications open Aug. 17 (Deadline Sept. 21)

Health and Human Services

COMING SOON!

SNAP Administration Cohort

Virtual and In-person Engagement

Event: April 2027, Washington, D.C. 

Applications open in Fall



Behavioral Health and Justice



Behavioral Health and Justice

COMING SOON!

County Law Enforcement Advancing 

Recruitment and Retention Cohort

Virtual Engagement

Applications open this Fall



Economic and Workforce Development



Economic and Workforce Development

COMING SOON!

Census

Resources and In-Person events 

at NACo Conferences

COMING SOON!

Small Business Support

Resources and In-Person events 

at NACo Conferences



Environment 
and Land Use



Environment and Land Use

JOIN NOW! 

Military Communities Network

Monthly newsletters, connections with 

peers

JOIN NOW! 

Energy Counties Exchange

Online community, repository of local 

plans, data center ordinances 

REGISTER NOW! 

NACo Energy Symposium

September 23-25 

Armstrong, Carson and Potter Counties, Texas

COMING SOON! 

Peer Exchange: Data Centers 

December 2026 in Dorchester County, S.C.

Applications open end of August



NACo offers more than 80 
programs, services, 
committees, resources and 
networks  ŉŸƖШ ůĲƖŔĦċќƚШĦŸƨŰƣǃШ
officials. 

Sign up for a webinar, join a 
committee or apply for a cohort 
today!

Explore our NACo 
Playbook here: 


