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LEARN MORE:
www.zieglercat.com

WE’RE READY
Whether it’s planned service or a jobsite repair, we’re ready 
to help. Stop by your nearest Ziegler CAT location for more 

information on parts, service, and the latest technology.
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ISAC’s Mission: 
To promote effective and responsible county government 

for the people of Iowa.

ISAC’s Vision:
To be the principal, authoritative source of representation, 

information and services for and about county government
in Iowa.
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ISAC received yet another round of outstanding scholarship applications 
for the 2024 program year. We would like to thank the volunteers on 
the 2024 ISAC Scholarship Selection Committee for their time and effort 
reviewing the applications and interviewing the finalists.

District 1 – Jamie Johll, Webster County Engineer
District 2 – Shanna Eastvold, Winnebago County Recorder
District 3 – Sheri Neddermeyer, Crawford County Treasurer
District 4 – Rob Haley, Ringgold County Sheriff
District 5 – Christy Bates, Keokuk County Auditor
District 6 – Jim Irwin Jr., Clinton County Supervisor
ISAC Board of Directors Representative – Linda Zuercher, Clayton County 
Treasurer and ISAC 2nd Vice President

The recipients of the 2024 ISAC Scholarship awards are highlighted below. 
They are another incredible group of hardworking and accomplished 
young adults. We wish them the best in furthering their education and all their future endeavors.

Congratulations to the scholarship recipients and their families!

District 1 – Libbie Keith
Libbie’s parents are Angela and Craig Keith. Craig works at the Jasper County Sheriff’s Office. Libbie plans to attend 
Morningside University and study elementary education.

District 2 – Nicholas Sisson 
Nick’s parents are Carissa and James Sisson. Carissa is the Franklin County Assessor. Nick plans to study business 
analytics/management and marketing at the University of Iowa.

District 3 – Emery Blankespoor 
Emery’s parents are Leah and Tim Blankespoor. Tim works for the Lyon County Secondary Roads Department. 
Emery plans to attend Iowa State University and study animal science with the intent to go into the pre-veterinary 
science program.

District 4 – Karissa Richey 
Karissa’s parents are Kristina and Stephen Richey. Kristina works for Pottawattamie County Community Services, 
and Stephen works for the Adams County Secondary Roads Department. Karissa plans to study speech and 
language pathology at the University of Northern Iowa.

District 5 and Mike Bollard Award – Taylor Bartholomew
Taylor’s parents are Michelle and Scott Bartholomew. Scott works for the Washington County Secondary Roads 
Department. Taylor plans to attend Drake University to study pre-pharmacy.

District 6 – Morgan Schulte
Morgan’s parents are Chris and Kelly Schulte. Kelly works for Linn County Community Services. Morgan plans to 
study kinesiology and exercise science at the University of Northern Iowa.

2024 ISAC Scholarship Awards

Katie Cook
ISAC Member Support Coordinator
kcook@iowacounties.org
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2024 ISAC Scholarship Awards

District 1 Runner-up – Madison Babington
Madison’s parents are Jill and Patrick Coons. Patrick works for the Hamilton County IT Department. Madison plans 
to attend Iowa Central Community College and study nursing.

District 2 Runner-up – Kierra Dodd 
Kierra’s parents are Aaron and Shayna Dodd. Aaron is the Franklin County Sheriff. Kierra plans to study agricultural 
business and accounting at Iowa State University.

District 3 Runner-up – Ayden Socknat 
Ayden’s parents are Nicholas and Rebecca Socknat. Nicholas works in the Woodbury County Secondary Roads 
Department, and Rebecca is the Plymouth County Emergency Management Coordinator. Ayden plans to attend 
Western Iowa Tech Community College and study police science.

District 4 Runner-up – Joseph Bragg 
Joseph’s parents are Jake and Justine Holloway. Jake works for the Shelby County Secondary Roads Department. 
Joseph plans to study civil engineering at Iowa State University.

District 6 Runner-up – Alexa Higginbotham 
Alexa’s parents are Melissa and Tim Higginbotham. Melissa works in the Linn County Attorney’s Office. Alexa plans 
to attend Iowa State University and study marketing and finance.

Past Presidents Award – Jasper Goodson 
Jasper’s parents are Kristi and Spencer Goodson. Kristi works in the Davis County Auditor’s Office. Jasper plans to 
study electrical utility technology at Des Moines Area Community College.
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ISAC SCHOLARSHIP
GOLF FUNDRAISER

T H E  1 9 T H  A N N U A L

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

JULY
$90 17

W E D N E S D A Y ,  J U L Y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 4

237 NE 80TH STREET
PLEASANT HILL, IA

REGISTER TODAYTOAD VALLEY 
GOLF COURSE

EVENTS.IOWACOUNTIES.ORG/LOGIN

COST
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Des Moines International Airport

Comprehensive services include:
• Public Improvement Contracting
• Economic Development
• Public Financing
• Lease Financing Transactions
• Environmental Compliance
• Land Use/Community Development

• Employment Law
• Internal Investigations
• Labor Negotiations
• Litigation
• Board Governance
• Special Assessments

Ahlers & Cooney, P.C.
100 Court Avenue, Suite 600   |   Des Moines, IA 50309

www.ahlerslaw.com   |   info@ahlerslaw.com   |   515-243-7611

For over 130 years, Ahlers & Cooney has represented Iowa’s 
cities, counties, municipal utilities and other public bodies. 

T H E  1 9 T H  A N N U A L
ISAC SCHOLARSHIP
GOLF FUNDRAISER

TOAD VALLEY GOLF COURSE
237 NE 80TH STREET

PLEASANT HILL, IA

S P O N S O R S H I P  O P P O R T U N I T E S
TITLE SPONSOR - $3,000: EXCLUSIVE; PREMIUM SIGNAGE AT EVENT; CHANCE TO BRIEFLY
ADDRESS ATTENDEES; FOUR GOLF REGISTRATIONS; LISTED IN PROGRAM, WEBSITE, AND
MAGAZINE.

LUNCH SPONSOR - $2,000: EXCLUSIVE; PREMIUM SIGNAGE DISPLAYED AT REGISTRATION;
FOUR GOLF REGISTRATIONS; LISTED IN PROGRAM, WEBSITE, AND MAGAZINE.

RECEPTION SPONSOR - $2,000: EXCLUSIVE; PREMIUM SIGNAGE DISPLAYED DURING POST-
GOLF RECEPTION AT CLUBHOUSE; FOUR GOLF REGISTRATIONS; LISTED IN PROGRAM,
WEBSITE, AND MAGAZINE.

DINNER SPONSOR - $2,000: EXCLUSIVE; PREMIUM SIGNAGE DISPLAYED DURING DINNER; FOUR
GOLF REGISTRATIONS; LISTED IN PROGRAM, WEBSITE, AND MAGAZINE.

BEVERAGE CART SPONSOR - $2,000: PREMIUM SIGNAGE DISPLAYED ON BEVERAGE CART;
COMPANY NAME LISTED ON BEVERAGE TICKETS; FOUR GOLF REGISTRATIONS; LISTED IN
PROGRAM, WEBSITE, AND MAGAZINE.

HOLE SPONSOR - $750: EXCLUSIVE HOLE SPONSORSHIP; SIGNAGE AT TEE BOX; OPPORTUNITY
TO DISPLAY COMPANY MATERIAL AT TEE BOX; OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE NON-ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES, SNACKS, OR SMALL ITEMS TO GOLFERS; LISTED IN PROGRAM, WEBSITE, AND
MAGAZINE. *ADD TEAM OF FOUR FOR $250*

AFFILIATE HOLE SPONSOR - $500: SIGNAGE AT TEE BOX; OPPORTUNITY TO DISPLAY
ASSOCIATION MATERIAL AT TEE BOX; OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE NON-ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES, SNACKS, OR SMALL ITEMS TO GOLFERS; LISTED IN PROGRAM, WEBSITE, AND
MAGAZINE.

DRIVING RANGE SPONSOR - $250: SIGNAGE AT THE DRIVING RANGE; LISTED IN PROGRAM,
WEBSITE, AND MAGAZINE.

MULLIGAN SPONSOR - $250: LOGO ON MULLIGAN TICKET; LISTED IN PROGRAM, WEBSITE,
AND MAGAZINE.

EAGLE LEVEL - $300, BIRDIE LEVEL - $200, PAR LEVEL - $100: LISTED IN PROGRAM, WEBSITE,
AND MAGAZINE.

**A REMINDER TO SPONSORS THAT IOWA LAW PROHIBITS COUNTY OFFICIALS FROM ACCEPTING GIFTS (INCLUDING FOOD, DRINK, REGISTRATION FEES, AND
ANYTHING OF VALUE IN RETURN FOR WHICH LEGAL CONSIDERATION OF EQUAL OR GREATER VALUE IS NOT GIVEN AND RECEIVED) FROM RESTRICTED
DONORS UNLESS AN EXCEPTION APPLIES. EXCEPTIONS THAT MAY APPLY AT ISAC CONFERENCES LIKELY DO NOT APPLY TO THIS EVENT AND GENERALLY
SPEAKING THE ONLY EXEMPTION LIKELY AVAILABLE IS A GIFT THAT IS VALUED AT $3 OR LESS. IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR COMPLIANCE WITH
THE GIFT LAW, PLEASE CONSULT WITH YOUR LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE. 

J U L Y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 4
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The 2024 NACo Legislative Conference was held on February 10-13, 
2024, in Washington, D.C. The conference consisted of four days of 
informative committee meetings, seminars, the SuperBowl, and a visit 
from the President of the United States.

In addition to the educational sessions, one of the greatest benefits 
would be the connections attendees are able to make with one another. 
Each session and the social gatherings in between gave countless 
opportunities to connect with other county colleagues attending from 
various parts of the United States.

The first committee meeting for Ag and Rural Affairs had six Iowa 
county officials in attendance. Some topics discussed consisted of rural 
development, workforce, and community colleges. The topic of rural 
development had the most discussion points, including EMS services for counties, access to county programs, and 
providing better resources and guidelines for county residents. We discussed the challenges of rural development, 
one being how to promote broadband infrastructure availability in the rural areas of America. The overall 
consensus among those in attendance is to continue to provide programs and assitance to the more vulnerable 
and lower income areas and to have the availability of funds to assist is necessary. Several felt as though there 
are communication gaps in providing the funding from the federal government to the states, and they were not 
always shared as intended with the communities that need it most. The group discussed proposed plans of action 
to bridge the communication gaps between the states, communities, and citizens.

COVID-19 continues to have effects on the workforce. Many small businesses are either no longer in business or 
still working through the trials of overcoming the financial strain that was placed upon them. In addition to that, 
filling the available job openings in the workforce continues to plague each state, county, and city. Devising plans 
to help fill the empty workforce positions were discussed and worked through. A portion of that discussion related 
to the availability of community colleges for a secondary educational opportunity. Providing financial assistance 
to those that are interested in furthering their education benefits not only the student, but also the workforce. It 
would be an immediate expense to provide; however, the revenue created by the economic growth would soon 
be realized.

Discussions continued with rural development to 
which the United States Secretary of Agriculture, 
Tom Vilsack, presented the proposed Precision 
Ag Program. The Precision Ag Program is 
designed by the Precision Ag Connectivity Task 
Force. It provides recommendations and advice 
to the FCC in addition to consulting with the 
Secretary. The intentions of the program will 
be to establish connectivity between the Task 
Force and farmers. Current farming practices are 
becoming more technology-based, and the Task 
Force seeks to collect data from local farmers 
concerning production. The Task Force wants to 
know the amount of crops planted, harvested, 
and sold to be used in further studies. Iowa has 
a higher percentage of farmers in the United 

2024 NACo Legislative Conference

Richard Crouch
Mills County Supervisor
rcrouch@millscountyiowa.gov
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2024 NACo Legislative Conference

States using precision farming in their practice at approximately 54%. A main initiative from the Task Force is the 
need to preserve prime farmland for farming purposes. As populations increase and available farmland decreases, 
farmers are using technology to produce higher yields on fewer acres. Preserving farmland concerns include 
location, weather patterns, and markets. The Task Force intends to continue partnering with farmers as these 
programs grow.

The conference led into other sessions including the Resilient County Commission, of which I am a board member. 
I felt this session on a more personal level when other jurisdictions started discussing the challenges of when 
natural disasters have affected their communities. My relation to the subject came from personal experience in 
2019 with the greatest flood in Southwest Iowa. During this session, constituents were able to converse about 
their individual events that affected their community and the steps taken for recovery. Different circumstances can 
affect available resources for recovery actions.

Other breakout sessions comprised of an AI (Artificial Intelligence) demonstration and how this technology can 
be used, including how AI affects the algorithms. Have you ever noticed that after doing a Google search you may 
receive advertisements for that type of product on Facebook? Pepsi-Cola presented how they are using technology 
to create a lighter plastic bottle for their products that will reduce waste and make recycling more cost effective.

Overall, the conference was highly informative and enjoyable. I appreciate the Iowa Congressional delegation and 
their staff members who made themselves available to conduct discussions pertaining to local concerns. I would 
also like to thank the ISAC staff that traveled with our group, and the many Iowa delegates who made the trip. It’s 
always an honor to represent Iowa at NACO.

No. 1
In Iowa by number 
of transactions in 
2023* 

No. 1
In Iowa by par amount & 
number of transactions  
for the past five years*

CONTACTS
Travis Squires | +1 515 247-2354 
Tim Oswald | +1 515 247-2358  
Garrett Pochop | +1 515 247-2359 
Matthew Gillaspie | +1 515 247-2353 
Will Braverman  | +1 515 247-2344

Experts in Iowa Public Finance

pipersandler.com
Since 1895. Member SIPC and NYSE. ©2024 Piper Sandler & Co. 2/24 
*Source: Thomson Reuters, Refinitiv, as of 2/1/24.

Capital Planning, Project Financing, Debt Financing, Advisory Services
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Attach a narrative of the program or individual (three page limit). Criteria and guidelines are
included on the next page.
Return all nominations by June 1, 2024 (postmarked date) to:

Please fill out each field completely:

Please indicate nomination type:   Program: __________    Individual: _______

Name of program/individual: _______________________    County or affiliate: __________________

Name of nominator:_________________________________     Title: _______________________________

Nominator's phone: _________________________________   Nominator's email:___________________

OR email your application form (containing all the information on the form below) to
jripperger@iowacounties.org.

Iowa State Association of Counties
Attn: Jacy Ripperger

5500 Westown Parkway, Suite 190
West Des Moines, IA 50266

The ISAC Excellence in Action 
Award Committee will rate each 

nomination based on the following 
seven attributes: innovation and 
creativity; leadership; replication; 
cost savings; increased efficiency; 

cooperation with others; and 
perseverance. Awards will be 

presented at the 2024 ISAC Annual 
Conference General Session on 
August 21 in Des Moines. Winners 

will also be recognized on the ISAC 
website and in a news release.

I SAC EXCELLENCE IN ACT ION PROGRAM
A competitive awards program 

that seeks to identify and recognize 
innovative county government 

employees, programs, and ISAC 
affiliates.
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CRITERIA 
Programs nominated must be innovative and do one or more of the following: 

• Offer a new service to county residents, fill gaps in the availability of existing services, or tap
new revenue sources.

• Improve the administration or enhance the cost effectiveness of an existing county
government program.

• Upgrade the working conditions or level of training for county employees.
• Enhance the level of citizen participation in, or the understanding of, government programs.
• Provide information that facilitates effective public policy making.
• Promote intergovernmental cooperation and coordination in addressing shared problems.
• Provide a model from which other counties or affiliates may learn.

Nominated individuals must demonstrate innovative thinking and do one or more of the 
following: 

• Ability to offer new and innovative ideas or methods to citizens, staff, or stakeholders.
• Improve the administration or enhance the cost effectiveness within their county or a

specific county program.
• Upgrade the working conditions or level of training for county employees.
• Enhance the level of citizen participation in, or the understanding of, government

programs.
• Provide information that facilitates effective public policy making.
• Promote intergovernmental cooperation and coordination in addressing shared problems.
• Provide exemplary leadership from which other counties, officials, and/or affiliates may

JUDGING 
The Excellence in Action Award Committee will rate each application based on the following 
seven attributes: creativity; innovation; cost savings; replication; leadership; increased 
efficiency; cooperation with others; and perseverance. 

GUIDELINES 
• Nominated programs must have become operational after January 1, 2023.
• Individual nominations should reflect the individual actions of the last 24 months.
• Nominations must be made using included application form.
• A detailed narrative of the county program or individual's actions must be included

(one page minimum; three-page maximum).
• Please include two pictures to accompany your narrative.

Awards will be presented during the 2024 ISAC Annual Conference General Session on August 
21 in Des Moines. Winners will also be recognized on the ISAC website and in a news release 
sent to local or statewide media. When appropriate, an ISAC staff member will also attend the 
board of supervisors meeting to present the award. 

QUESTIONS 
Contact: Joey Ripperger 

jripperger@iowacounties.org 
515.244.7181 

Lucas Beenken 
lbeenken@iowacounties.org 
51 5.244.7181 

.
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“Your first line of defense in cybersecurity is your people.” 
– Jeh Johnson, Former United States Secretary of Homeland Security.

IPAIT participants should have received an email notification with some 
exciting news about PMA’s investment into better online technologies 
for our clients. With that, comes added security for users, and it is more 
important than ever to make sure you are educated on the topic.

Every staff and faculty member at any entity represents a potential 
entry point for attackers to gain access to data and systems.

Criminals are rapidly becoming more advanced in their technologies, strategies, and funding. With the emergence 
of AI, attackers leverage this tool to hack passwords faster than ever before as well as create targeted phishing and 
malware attacks that fool traditional antivirus software with more success than ever before.

According to Cisco, the most common types of threats are:
• Malware
• Phishing attacks
• Man-in-the-middle attacks

Malware, or malicious software, is created by criminals with the intent to steal, damage, or control sensitive 
information on personal and business devices. Cyber criminals utilize numerous methods to trick individuals to 
download these programs into their network. Once installed into the network, the program can operate undetected 
to perform its intended criminal task within the system. The most common examples of malware are viruses, 
worms, ransomware, spyware, adware, and Trojan viruses.

One of the fastest growing cyber threats are phishing attacks. A phishing attack occurs when a fraudulent email is 
sent to appear as if it originated from a reliable source, such as your bank, a vendor, or an employee. The goal is 
to trick the recipient into providing sensitive information, such as bank account information, credit card numbers, 
or log in credentials.

A man-in-the-middle attack occurs when a hacker inserts themselves into a two-party transaction, such as 
connecting a device to a public Wi-Fi network. By doing so, the victim’s device passes all its data through the 
attacker in connecting to the public network. This allows the attacker to filter, sort, and steal any data from the 
victim.

It is more important than ever for organizations to protect information, devices, and networks by keeping security 
software, web browsers, and operating systems up-to-date with the newest versions and enhancements.

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has provided a few suggestions to stay protected:
1. Train employees in security principles regularly. Establishing basic best practices and policies is one of the 

first lines of defense against cyberattacks. Require employees to use strong passwords, outline expectations 
for appropriate internet use, and establish rules and procedures for handling sensitive information.

2. Provide firewall security for your Internet connection. A firewall guards an organizations private network 
from unauthorized access by outsiders. Many operating systems have firewall features, and free versions can 
also be available online.

3. Create a mobile device action plan. The use of mobile devices and personal devices can present particularly 
challenging security management. If mobile and personal devices are used for business, require employees 
to password protect and encrypt any business information on their devices. Security apps installed on these 

Financial Peace of Mind - Brought to You By IPAIT

Caleb Walter
Vice President, Investment Services
PMA Financial Network, LLC
cwalter@pmanetwork.com
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Financial Peace of Mind - Brought to You By IPAIT

devices are an efficient and effective way to manage these challenges.
4. Make backup copies of important business data and information. Automatically and/or routinely backing 

up critical documents and files is an effective way to prevent critical data loss due to an attack.
5. Secure your Wi-Fi networks. Setting up routers to not broadcast the network name and password protecting 

the network are the most effective means to secure your Wi-Fi network.
6. Employ best practices on payment cards and business operations. Work with your bank to ensure that 

trusted and effective anti-fraud systems are in place to protect your information. It is also a best practice to 
ensure devices used to process payments and business transactions are not utilized to surf the web.

7. Limit employee access and authority. It is important to evaluate what data and security access is needed 
for an employee’s job. Only allow access to data and information that is required to perform the roles of 
employee positions. Employees should also not have authority to install software on devices without system 
administrator credentials.

Training all employees to remain vigilant and follow thorough procedures is the best way to protect your county 
from a cyber threat.

With rates being as high as we have seen in decades (IPAIT daily rate 5.10% as of March 25, 2024), it is more 
important now than ever to make sure your funds and systems are secure!

To learn more, contact an IPAIT representative. Scan or click the contact information below:

About the Author:
Caleb Walter is a Vice President of Investment Services at PMA Financial Network, LLC. He is a native of Southeast 
Iowa and has a B.S. from the University of Northern Iowa. Caleb holds Series 6, 50, 63, 65, and 7 FINRA investment 
licenses and has worked in the financial industry for over 12 years.

Caleb Walter
Vice President
Investment Services
PMA Financial Network, LLC
cwalter@pmanetwork.com

Anita Tracy
Associate Vice President
Investment Services
PMA Financial Network, LLC
atracy@pmanetwork.com

Paul Kruse
Senior Vice President
Director, Iowa
PMA Financial Network, LLC
pkruse@pmanetwork.com
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Several factors, some natural and some self-imposed, are leading to the 
recognition that the state of Iowa needs a plan to safeguard groundwater 
reserves in the future. Natural factors include droughts that occur on average 
about once per decade in Iowa. The current drought was preceded by droughts 
in 2012, 2000, 1988-89, and beyond. Less rainfall during drought reduces 
recharge to shallow groundwater, lowers water table levels, and reduces 
groundwater entering rivers and streams. Drought conditions increase the 
demands for agricultural crop irrigation and many communities find that water 
use increases during drought from lawn watering and other outdoor water uses. 
In addition, new factors include increasing pumping demands from a rapidly 
urbanizing population, ethanol plants and other industrial facilities, data centers 
(requiring vast quantities of cooling water), animal confinements, and other 
users. These new demands are challenging urban and rural water systems to 
keep groundwater supplies on pace with demand. 

Groundwater in Iowa is not evenly distributed, and there are water-rich and 
water-poor areas of the state. Northeast Iowa is relatively groundwater-rich 
because the bedrock aquifers in the area consisting of fractured carbonate 
rocks can store, transmit, and yield large quantities of groundwater for use. Groundwater in this area is rapidly 
replenished with rainfall and snowmelt. On the other hand, western and southern Iowa are relatively groundwater-
poor, as the bedrock is either too fine-textured and more resistant to hold water, or the aquifer is capped by 
hundreds of feet of clay-rich glacial soils that limit precipitation recharge. In these areas, water suppliers often 
focus on extracting groundwater from shallow sands and gravels that occupy river valleys (alluvial aquifers) or 
pumping from deep bedrock aquifers like the Cambrian-Ordovician aquifer (aka “Jordan” aquifer).  Both aquifer 
types are vulnerable to drought and overuse. Water levels in shallow alluvial aquifers are rapidly lowered during 
drought when pumping continues despite precipitation recharge. Water levels in deep bedrock aquifers decline 
because new and increasing demands exceed recharge.

A groundwater plan is needed for Iowans to sustainably balance groundwater use with recharge. Think of a 
groundwater supply like your checkbook. You get paid regularly, and from this weekly “recharge” to your bank 
account, you pay your mortgage and bills and occasionally go out to eat. It is important to have your checkbook 
balanced so that your expenses do not exceed your income and you fall into debt. The aquifers that contain our 
groundwater supply are like your checkbook. They receive recharge from precipitation, they build up their water 
levels, and from this supply, we can withdraw water from the aquifer “bank” to meet societal needs. 

A groundwater plan would produce a water budget for the major aquifers of Iowa. The budget would tell us how 
much water is recharged to the aquifers, how much groundwater they contain, how much water is discharged to 
streams and leaked to lower aquifers, and how much water can be sustainably withdrawn without depleting them. 
For alluvial aquifers, creating a water budget would include mapping the horizontal and vertical extent of the sand 
and gravel deposits in the state. The Iowa Geological Survey (IGS) conducts this type of work using a combination 
of geophysics, drilling, and landscape analysis of glacial and post-glacial sedimentology. Although some mapping 
of alluvial deposits is done at local scales for water supply systems, there is a need to do this on a statewide basis 
where local interests can be put in the context of statewide needs. 

There is a need for the state of Iowa to fund the research, mapping, and analyzes needed to improve our 
understanding and management of Iowa’s groundwater resources. A groundwater plan led by the Iowa Geological 
Survey (IGS) would balance the current and future needs for groundwater extraction with long-term sustainability 
for future generations.

Iowa Needs a Groundwater Plan

Keith Schilling, PhD
State Geologist and Director
Iowa Geological Survey
University of Iowa
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April 2024
3  ISAC Board of Directors Meeting
	 	 (ISAC	Office)
14-17 ISSDA Spring Civil School
	 	 (Holiday	Inn	Des	Moines	Airport)

May 2024
1  ISAC Board of Directors Meeting
	 	 (Virtual)
8-10	 Western	Interstate	Region	(WIR)	Conference
	 	 (Mariposa	County,	California)

June 2024
11-13 ICRA Summer School
	 	 (Okoboji,	Iowa)
18-21 ITAG Conference
	 	 (West	Des	Moines	Sheraton)
18-20 ISAC Board of Directors Meeting
	 	 (ISAC	Office)
26-28 ISACA Summer Conference
	 	 (Embassy	Suites	Des	Moines	Downtown)

July 2024
12-15 NACo Annual Conference and Exposition
	 	 (Hillsborough	County/Tampa,	Florida)
17  ISAC Scholarship Golf Fundraiser
	 	 (Toad	Valley	Golf	Course,	Pleasant	Hill)

August 2024
21-23 ISAC Annual Conference
  (Veterans Memorial Community Choice   
	 	 Credit	Union	Convention	Center,	Des	Moines)

September 2024
17-20 ISSDA Fall Jail School
	 	 (Holiday	Inn	Des	Moines	Airport)
24  Leadership Seminar
	 	 (West	Des	Moines	Marriott)

October 2024
2-4  ISAC Board of Directors Retreat
	 	 (Clay	County,	Iowa)
6-9  Assessors Fall School
	 	 (Holiday	Inn	Des	Moines	Airport)

November 2024
13  ISAC Board of Directors Meeting
	 	 (ISAC	Office)

December 2024
3-6  ISSDA Winter School
	 	 (Holiday	Inn	Des	Moines	Airport)
4-6  78th Annual Iowa County Engineers Conference
  (Veterans Memorial Community Choice Credit  
	 	 Union	Convention	Center,	Des	Moines)

If you have any questions about the meetings listed above or 
would	like	to	add	an	affiliate	meeting	to	the	ISAC	calendar,	
please contact Kelsey Sebern at ksebern@iowacounties.org.

2024 Calendar

2024 ISAC Preferred Vendors

Endorsed Elite Preferred Vendors
County Risk Management Services, Inc.  
 representing ICAP and IMWCA
Assured Partners

Elite Preferred Vendors
IP Pathways
Murphy Tractor and Equipment Co.
Summit Carbon Solutions

Endorsed Platinum Preferred Vendor
Iowa Public Agency Investment Trust  
 (IPAIT)

Platinum Preferred Vendors
Ahlers & Cooney, P.C.
Community State Bank
D.A. Davidson Companies
Delta Dental 
Heartland Business Systems

Henry M. Adkins and Son
MidAmerican Energy
Neapolitan Labs
Northland Securities, Inc.
Office of the Chief Information
  Officer (OCIO)
Schneider Geospatial
Tyler Technologies

Gold Preferred Vendor
Associated Bank
Cost Advisory Services, Inc. 
Cott Systems
CTC Disaster Response
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
GSS Midwest
ISG
Kofile
Murphy Tower Service
Piper Sandler
Purple Wave Auction, Inc.

Speer Financial, Inc.
The Center for Infrastructure and 
 Economic Development
U.S. Imaging, Inc.
Vanguard Appraisals, Inc.
Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield of Iowa
Ziegler CAT

Silver Preferred Vendors
Advanced Correctional Healthcare
ITC Midwest
MercyOne
Sidwell
UMB Bank

Endorsed Preferred Vendors
National Association of Counties   
 (NACo)
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
Professional Development Academy

Iowa Needs a Groundwater Plan

IGS is part of IIHR—Hydroscience and Engineering based at the University of Iowa College of Engineering. Dating 
back to 1855, IGS staff collect, preserve, and interpret geologic and hydrogeologic data, helping to understand and 
improve water resources in Iowa. Learn more or contact the IGS at iowageologicalsurvey.uiowa.edu. 
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As the CEO of Summit Carbon Solutions, I am happy to share with you the 
significant strides we are making through our proposed carbon capture, 
transport, and permanent sequestration pipeline project. This is more than 
just a pipeline. Our mission is to revolutionize the way we approach the 
decarbonization of the biofuels sector, emphasizing not only technological 
innovation but also economic stability for rural Iowa.

In recent months, we have announced partnerships with the two largest 
biofuels producers in the world, POET and Valero. These partnerships 
signify an understanding in the agricultural sectors of just how important 
this project is for the future of ethanol and energy in our country.

Our pipeline directly supports the ethanol industry, a sector that utilizes 
two-thirds of the state’s corn production. The impact of our work extends 
far beyond the immediate benefits of carbon capture. By significantly 
reducing the carbon score of Iowa’s ethanol, we are not just enhancing 
its access to current markets, we are also unlocking an extraordinary opportunity for our local corn farmers. 
This advancement paves the way to a 35-billion-gallon sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) market, presenting an 
unprecedented opportunity for growth and stability in our agricultural sector.

This breakthrough comes at a crucial time. With corn surplus surpassing 2.2 billion bushels and prices experiencing 
a significant downturn, the necessity for creating new demand channels cannot be overstated. The SAF market 
is not just a temporary solution; it represents the potential to invigorate Iowa’s rural economy for decades to 
come. Through our expansion, which will see an increase in jobs, more ethanol produced, and a significant impact 
on corn usage across our Iowa counties, we are setting the stage for a future where our community thrives on 
innovation and progress.

Our commitment to this project and to the communities we partner with is unwavering. We recognize the 
importance of collaboration and engagement with local communities as we work through the permitting phase 
and move into the construction and operations. Building strong, respectful, and mutually beneficial relationships 
is at the core of our approach. We are determined to ensure that every stakeholder’s voice is heard and that we 
progress not just as a company, but together, 
as a thriving partnership.

We know this is a huge undertaking, but 
the potential rewards are even greater. We 
are not just investing in technology; we 
are investing in the people of Iowa, in our 
shared economic prosperity, and in a vision 
of a future that sees growth in rural Iowa 
and generational farming.

At Summit Carbon Solutions, we are 
committed to this vision. We believe in 
the power of our project to transform the 
ethanol industry, to open new markets for 
our farmers, and to lay the foundation for a 
resilient rural economy.

Preferred Vendor of the Month: Summit Carbon Solutions

Lee Blank
CEO, Summit Carbon Solutions
summitcarbonsolutions.com
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ISAC February Board Minutes Summary

Wednesday, February 21, 2024
President Barry Anderson called the meeting to order and led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance. President 
Anderson then swore in ISAC Board Members who were absent from the January 17, 2024, ISAC Board Meeting. 

The meeting minutes of the January 17, 2024, ISAC Board of Directors meeting passed, and the meeting minutes 
of the January 31, 2024, ISAC Executive Committee meeting passed with one abstention.  

Katie Cook provided the Board with the results of the ISAC Scholarship Selection Committee. Brad Holtan gave 
highlights of the financial report dated January 31, 2024, and the report was approved. 

Rachel Bennett reported that nominations are now being accepted for the 2024 ISAC Golden Eagle. The deadline 
for accepting nominations is May 31, 2024, and the Golden Eagle will be honored during the 2024 ISAC Annual 
Conference General Session. 

Kristi Harshbarger gave an update on legal matters including new opioid settlement payments. 

Katie Cook provided the Board with an updated project cost report for the ISAC office remodel that was approved 
by the Board. 

President Anderson, Rachel, and Board members who were in attendance of the 2024 NACo Legislative Conference 
gave an overview of the conference including meetings, featured speakers, and events. Overall, it was a successful 
and educational conference. 

Courtney Biere, Kelsey Sebern, Jacy Ripperger, and Rachel gave an overview of the County Day at the Capitol, the 
HR Seminar, the ISAC Spring Conference, and exhibitors and sponsors. 

Rachel shared that the 2024 NACo Annual Conference is being held July 12-15, 2024, in Tampa, Florida. Registration 
is currently open. 

Brad Holtan highlighted the FY 2024 budget projections and presented the proposed ISAC budget for FY 2025. The 
following FY 2025 budget decision points were included in the presentation: 

•	 No increase in dues
•	 No increase in the Annual Conference registration fee
•	 No increase in the Spring Conference registration fee
•	 Recommended salary increases of 3% and associated benefit changes
•	 Approval of transfers from the Building Development Fund office remodeling and updates
•	 Approval of transfers from the Depreciation Fund to pay for ISAC network replacements and upgrades.

Other items of note included another $25,000 being set aside for a compensation study. Also, the budget assumes 
$295,000 in funding for ISAC TSB. The board recommended the budget as presented to the membership. *The 
membership approved the budget on March 14 during the ISAC Spring Conference General Session.

Staff members were dismissed, and the ISAC Board met with the ISAC Executive Director in an Executive Session. 
President Anderson adjourned the Session, and upon return of the staff, the Board adopted the proposed timeline 
and process for the recruitment and selection of the ISAC Executive Director. President Anderson appointed the 
following Board members to be part of the Search Committee: Barry Anderson, John Werden, Linda Zuercher, 
Mark Campbell, Brian Gardner, Grant Veeder, Carissa Sisson, and Josh Busard.

Jamie Cashman and Lucas Beenken reported on the status of ISAC’s legislative priorities and other legislative 
issues facing counties.
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MAKING LEADERS BETTER SINCE 2014
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACADEMY

Leadership Academy’s 10

Let’s make leaders better, together, in 2024 and beyond. 
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COUNTIES    ELECTIONS    PUBLIC HEALTH    SHERIFF    DIGITAL RECORDS    APPOINTMENTS    TEXT NOTIFICATIONS

NEAPOLITAN LABS IS OFFICIALLY
IOWA’S #1 COUNTY WEBSITE PROVIDER

Working with Neapolitan Labs was easy, rewarding, and ultimately 
led to a wonderful website and employee portal.

WORK WITH US

WHAT OUR CLIENTS ARE SAYING

hello@neapolitanlabs.com
515.999.5221
neapolitanlabs.com

Neapolitan Labs truly understands county government and how it 
works. They implemented features that have made my job easier 
and more efficient.

Rebecca Bissell
Auditor, Adams County

David Bayer
Chief Information Officer, Pottawattamie County

Renewable Energy Resource for 
Local Leaders

www.centerforlocalpolicy.org
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GET MORE 
WITH MURPHY

murphytractor.com | 855-246-9124
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www.govease.com | dmyers@govease.com

Online Tax Auctions Made Easy

BIDDER REGISTRATION
SUITE

AUCTION DEPOSITS &
PAYMENTS

SOFTWARE INTEGRATION

ENGLISH-SPANISH
TRANSLATION

MAKE 

Speer Financial, Inc.

Your Municipal Advisor TODAY!

Helping Counties Navigate:

 Bond Issues

 Debt Planning

 TIF Projects

 Continuing Disclosure

 Debt Refinancing

Contact Speer today:

Maggie Burger, Sr. Vice President

mburger@speerfinancial.com

319 291 2077
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For your smile. For your health.
For your community.
When you choose Delta Dental of Iowa you get more 

than great dental and vision insurance. You make a difference 
for others because we invest in Iowa communities.

Learn more at 
SharingHealthySmiles.com

FOCUSED BANKING SOLUTIONS 
FOR COUNTIES
Andrew M. Smith
Senior Vice President | Government Banking
815-990-2864
Andrew.Smith@AssociatedBank.com

Member FDIC.
(12/22) P07863
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YOUR TRUSTED 
TECHNOLOGY PARTNER
SERVING IOWA COUNTIES 
FOR YEARS TO COME

Cloud Managed
Services

Security Infrastructure
Solutions

Consulting
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FINANCING 
SOLUTIONS FOR 

MUNICIPAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Scott Stevenson, Managing Director

(515) 471-2721   |   SStevenson@dadco.com

Michael Maloney, Managing Director

(515) 471-2723   |   MMaloney@dadco.com

Project Finance: Planning Through Maturity

515 East Locust St., Suite 200  |  Des Moines, IA    |  (515) 471-2700  |  (800) 642-5082  |  dadavidson.com

Capital
Planning

Bond
Issuance

Post-Sale
Compliance

Underwriting

Placement Agent

Municipal Advisory



The Iowa County
April 2024

25

6903 Vista Drive
West Des Moines, IA 50266      
www.northlandsecurities.com

515-657-4675
Member FINRA and SIPC 

Registered with SEC and MSRB

Helping 
iowa Counties 

manage debt and 
plan for tHeir 

finanCial future 
in CHanging times

• Competitive Bond Sales
• Debt Refinancing
• Property Tax Impact Analysis
• Tax Increment Financing 
• Financial Management Plans
• Bond Underwriting

• Utility Rate Studies
• Debt Capacity Analysis
• Referendum Assistance 
• Capital Improvement Plans
• Goal Setting Workshops
• Property Tax Impact Analysis Jeff Heil

Managing Director
jheil@northlandsecurities.com

641-750-5720
Heidi Kuhl
Director
hkuhl@northlandsecurities.com
515-657-4684

Chip Schultz
Managing Director 

cschultz@northlandsecurities.com
515-657-4688

NSI  800-851-2920   |   RC 22-638 Muni 22-548    12/22

nortHland’s 
iowa team

• Commitment to integrity
• Creative solutions to complex issues
• Engaged team approach 
• Customized financial planning models
• Staff with depth and experience

Henry M. Adkins & Son, Inc. 
Serving County Officials and Election Authorities Since 1939 

Full Service Election Provider 
 Unisyn Voting Equipment 
 Tenex Electronic Poll Books 
 Tenex Live Results Reporting 
 Absentee Envelopes 
 Voter ID Cards 
 Election Forms 
 Election Signage 
 And much more….. 

Web: www.adkins-printing.com 
Phone: 1-800-633-5503 

Fax: (660) 885-4019 
 

Commercial Printing 
 Business Cards 
 Flyers/Brochures 
 Letterhead 
 Business Envelopes 
 Wedding Invitations 
 Graduation Invitations 
 Birthday Invitations 
 And much more….. 
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Partnering with 25 biorefineries in Iowa.

Paying an average of $1,094,000 per
county across the project in annual
property taxes once operational.

This money directly benefits schools,
townships, health services, and the
county general fund.

Partnering to Build Stronger
Communities
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Health Program

• Early release of renewal rates

• Experience and wellness discounts

• Multiple networks and plan designs

• 28 member counties

Worksite & Ancillary Program

• Group accident and critical illness plans

• Accident includes AD&D and wellness

• Voluntary Life and Voluntary AD&D

• Group disability products

515-493-0802  |  assuredpartners.com

ISAC GROUP BENEFITS PROGRAM

Dental Program

• Comprehensive plan portfolio

• Voluntary and contributory pricing

• Broad network of providers

• 29 member counties

Complimentary ISAC Benefits

• Wellness program with Accident plan

• Employee Assistance Program

• COBRA administration

• Consolidated Billing

Vision Program

• Multiple carriers and plan options

• Exclusive fully insured county pricing

• Robust provider networks

• 23 member counties

AssuredPartners

• Employee benefit consulting

• Dedicated county service team

• Compliance assistance

• Online benefits enrollment platform

Current Members




