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2008 flood, Cedar Rapids2008 flood, Cedar Rapids



Property losses: $15B

Crop losses: $5B

FEMA Flood-Related Disaster Declarations 1989-2019



Established by the Iowa Legislature after the 
catastrophic Iowa flood of 2008 as the nation’s 
only academic center dedicated solely to flood 
research 

Offers Iowans accurate, scientific information to 
help them better understand their flood risks and 
prepare for future flooding

Shares flood information online through the Iowa 
Flood Information System

Iowa Flood Center

Iowa Flood Center



DIVISION VI

Sec. 15.  NEW SECTION.  466C.1  IOWA  FLOOD  CENTER

1. The  state  board  of  regents  shall  establish  and  maintain  in Iowa  City  as  a  part  of  
the  state  university  of  Iowa  an  Iowa  Flood  Center.   In  conducting  the  activities  of  
this  chapter,  the  center  shall  work  cooperatively  with  the  department  of  natural  
resources,  the  department  of  agriculture  and  land  stewardship,  the  water  resources  
coordinating  council,  and  other  state  and  federal  agencies.

2. The  Iowa  flood  center  shall  have  all  of  the  following  purposes:
a. To  develop  hydrologic  models  for  physically  based  flood  frequency  estimation  

and  real-time forecasting  of  floods,  including  hydraulic  models  of  flood  plain  
inundation  mapping.

b. To  establish  community-based  programs  to  improve  flood  monitoring  and  
prediction  along  Iowa's  major  waterways  and  to  support  ongoing  flood  research.

c. To  share  resources  and  expertise  of  the  Iowa  flood  center.
d. To  assist  in  the  development  of  a  workforce  in  the  state,  knowledgeable  

regarding flood  research,  prediction,  and  mitigation  strategies.
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FLOOD MONITORING









STATEWIDE HYDROLOGIC NETWORK





FLOOD FORECASTING























































FLOOD MAPPING



Flood Inundation Risk Gradients

 www.iowafloodmaps.org www.iowafloodmaps.org



Flood Depths

 www.iowafloodmaps.org



FIRM Information

 www.iowafloodmaps.org
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“We depend on IFIS as a 
one-stop shop for all of our 
information needs before, 
during, and after a flood. The 
system is easy to use and 
has transformed flood 
response in our county.”

Sean Snyder, Winneshiek 
County Emergency 
Management



March 2019 Bomb Cyclone
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SHARING EXPERTISE



2019 flood, Hamburg















OUTREACH



“Thank you for your 
continued work providing 
real-time information for our 
citizens to make informed 
decisions. Love what you are 
doing at the Iowa Flood 
Center.”

Chris Cournoyer, Iowa State 
Senator
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A vision for a more resilient Iowa

The Iowa Watershed Approach

North Carolina Flood Resilience Exchange- August 2019 
“Iowa really knows...They've 
modeled and mapped the 
state, they have great data 
visualization tools, and they 
have really effective 
outreach and 
communication. To really 
have a complete flood 
approach, you have to do all 
of those things.”

Sam Marie Hermite, Texas 
Water Development Board 



IFC in the News

Iowa Flood Center



Save the date!

IFC Legislative Breakfast Reception
Tuesday, April 5, 2022
7:00-9:00 am
State Capitol, 1st Floor Rotunda





Thank you!
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