
ISAC 2018 
Legislative 
Priorities

ISAC Legislative Team



Legislative Policy 
Committee (LPC)

• Chaired by ISAC Second Vice President
o Eric Stierman, Dubuque County Treasurer 

• 32 members (two from each affiliate)
• Develop legislative objectives for ISAC’s legislative 

team to pursue for the upcoming session
• Meet in August and September to develop 

legislative platform



Legislative Policy 
Committee (LPC)

• Assessors: Dale McCrea and Tom Van Buer
• Auditors: Heidi Burhans and Dennis Parrott
• Community Services: Lori Elam and Shane Walter
• Conservation: Dan Cohen and Matt Cosgrove
• County Attorneys: Darin Raymond and Matt Wilbur
• Emergency Management: Thomas Craighton and Dave Wilson
• Engineers: Lyle Brehm and Dan Eckert
• Environmental Health: Eric Bradley and Brian Hanft
• Information Technology: Micah Cutler and Michelle Fields
• Public Health: Lynelle Diers
• Recorders: Chad Airhart and Megan Clyman
• Sheriffs and Deputies: Chad Cribb and Lonny Pulkrabek
• Supervisors: Eugene Meiners and Denny Wright
• Treasurers: Tracey Marshall and Linda Zuercher
• Veterans Affairs: Gary Boseneiler and Chris Oliver
• Zoning: Joe Buffington and Josh Busard



ISAC Legislative Process
• LPC develops policy statements and legislative 

objectives
• Policy statements express long-term or continuing 

statements of principle importance for local control, 
local government authority, and efficient county 
operation. These statements are designed to guide ISAC 
in responding to public policy issues affecting county 
government. 

• Legislative objectives provide specific problems and 
solutions for legislators to address. The ISAC policy team 
actively pursues bills for each legislative objective.

• Top priorities are presented during meetings with 
legislative leadership prior to the session. 



ISAC Legislative Process
• September – LPC recommends priorities to ISAC 

membership
• October 3 – Legislative webinar with priorities review 

and voting tutorial
• October 11 – Voting tool link mailed to membership
• October 11-25 – Voting open
• November 1 – Results mailed to ISAC Board of 

Directors
• November 16-17 - ISAC Board ratifies legislative 

priorities and sets top priorities
• December 6 – Legislative webinar and rollout of top 

priorities
• Legislators contacted
• Meetings with leadership/governor



Legislative Objectives
• Closing of the Polls

o new objective, page 10

• County Infractions
o new objective, page 10

• First Responders Safety Act
o page 10

• Food Safety
o page 10

• Groundwater Hazard Statement Formatting 
Exemption
o new objective, page 10

• Master Matrix Review Fee
o page 10



Legislative Objectives 
• Mental Health and Disability Services (recommended top priority)

o new focus after passage of SF 504, page 11

• Publishing Resolutions (recommended top priority)

o new objective, page 11

• Salary of Deputy County Auditors
o page 11

• Secondary Roads(recommended top priority)

o page 11

• Security Interest Provisions
o page 12



Legislative Objectives 
• Super Speeders

o new objective, page 12

• Tax Increment Financing
o Edited and moved from policy statement to legislative objective, page 12

• Tax Reform (recommended top priority)

o new objective, page 12

• Title to Abandoned Property
o new objective, page 13

• User Fees
o Marriage License Fee and Vital Record Fee new, page 13

• Water Quality Management (recommended top priority)

o Combined with Natural Resource and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund, 
page 14



Legislative Objectives 
Removed 

• Casino Smoking Ban
o Moved to policy statements

• Civil Fees
o Removed from User Fees

• County Veterans Affairs Structure
• Delinquent Mobile Home Taxes

o Moved to policy statements

• Distracted Driving
o Moved to policy statements

• DOV Filing on LLC Transfers
o moved to policy statements



Legislative Objectives 
Removed 

• Emergency Management as Public Safety
• Federal Aid Swap

o Removed from Secondary Roads 

• Federal Tax Liens
• Funding for Co-location of DHS 
• Local Public Health Funding

o Moved to policy statements

• Surviving Owner Title Transfer
o Moved to policy statements



New Policy Statements
• Assessor as an Appointed Office

o page 15

• Iowa Public Employees’ Retirement System (IPERS)
o page 15

• Maintaining the Composition of the Conference 
Board
o page 16

• Registration/Title/Lien Release Across County Lines
o page 16

• Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP)
o page 25



Edited Policy Statements
• Iowa Law Enforcement Academy

o added language about proposed Newton location, page 27

• Master Matrix Update
o title change and rewording following discussing at September LPC 

meeting, page 19

• Public Bidding of In-House Projects
o thresholds updated, page 16

• Public Sector Collective Bargaining
o reworded after passage of HF 291, page 16

• Unsewered Community Revolving Loan Fund
o rewording on number, page 20



Questions?
Jamie Cashman

ISAC Government Relations Manager
515.369.7017

jcashman@iowacounties.org

Lucas Beenken
ISAC Public Policy Specialist

515.369.7016
lbeenken@iowacounties.org



Voting Member Online 
Voting

• Link via email October 11
o Survey Monkey 

o Can’t access online voting tool? 

• Contact ISAC at rbennett@iowacounties.org or 515.244.7181 for a 
PDF, fax, or hard copy

• Voting open October 11 – October 25

mailto:rbennett@iowacounties.org


Voting Member Online 
Voting

• Qualifications of a Voting Member
o “All elected officials of an Iowa county or the principal officer for county 

departments that are represented by an affiliated association.”

o “[e]ach person that qualifies as a Voting Member has only one vote, 
even if that person holds multiple positions that would qualify him or her as 
a Voting Member.” 

• Voting Instructions
o The ISAC Board of Directions shall set the priorities based on 

recommendations by the ISAC Legislative Policy Committee and ISAC 
voting members and shall require approval by 2/3 to make any changes 
to the objectives or policy statements as approved by voting members.

• Authorization of Vote



Voting Member Online 
Voting



Voting Member Online 
Voting



Voting Member Online 
Voting



Voting Member Online 
Voting

• Vote on policy statements as a package



Voting Member Online 
Voting

• Vote on each objective separately
o A vote is required on every objective. 



Voting Member Online 
Voting

• Recommend Top Priorities to the ISAC Board
o Maximum of five

o LPC recommended priorities denoted with ***



Voting Member Online 
Voting

• After the Online Vote
o November 16-17 – ISAC Board of Directors Meeting

• Vote to approve policy statements and objectives

• Set top priorities

o December 6 – Legislative Webinar

• Roll out 2018 top priorities and objectives

• Overview of the 2018 legislative session

• Questions?
o Contact ISAC at rbennett@iowacounties.org or 515.244.7181

mailto:rbennett@iowacounties.org
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