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What is the percentage of power in Iowa 

came from wind energy in 2016?

What are the top 3 states in wind 

generation?

When & How did Iowa’s wind industry get 

started?



Sources:





Wind provided 36% of 

Iowa’s electricity in 2016



How did we get here?



1. Local support

2. Geography

3. Economic benefit 

4. Pocahontas County







Wind has been used for 

centuries providing 

energy for transportation 

and work.

Elk Horn Iowa



Wind has been used for 

centuries providing 

energy for transportation 

and work.

replica early Viking ship





What happened in Iowa?



Local Support:

“Iowa’s generation mix is 

changing in response to federal 

and state directives to reduce 

emissions,” says Iowa Utility 

Association spokesman Daniel 

Evans. 

“Iowa has favorable wind 

resources, the support of 

legislative and regulatory leaders 

and the commitment of utilities to 

promote wind generation.” 



Geography:

Iowa has wind energy 

potential

The top 5 windiest states are: Nebraska (1), Kansas (2), South Dakota (3), North Dakota (4), and Iowa (5)



Politics:

Iowa has encouraged 

wind energy

1983 - 1st state to 

pass a renewable 

portfolio standard 
1983 Gov. Terry Branstad, 1st term



Politics:

1983 - Iowa Renewable 

Portfolio Standard, 

generation mix must 

include at least 105 

megawatts of renewable 

capacity from wind.

476C continues support 

for all Iowa renewables. 
CHAPTER 476C RENEWABLE ENERGY TAX CREDIT



Local support, 

politics and 

geography helped 

Iowa wind takeoff.







How do we rank against 

other states?



Wind Generation
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Iowa ranks #1 in the U.S. in 

the percentage of electricity 

that comes from wind

Iowa ranks #2 in the U.S. in 

the total generation that 

comes from wind











Wind is on track to provide 

40% of Iowa’s total electricity 

generation by 2020



By 2020, wind power in Iowa 

will grow to 40%.



Is it realistic to get beyond 

40%, how about to 50%, or 

85%, or 100%?



If Iowa’s wind power potential were fully 

developed, wind could provide more than 

44 times the state’s annual electricity 

needs.



How much investment, who 

is growing wind in Iowa?



July 28th, 2016

Alliant Announces

$1B on wind

500 MW 



MidAmerican Energy: April 14th, 2016 - Largest 

infrastructure project in the history of the state

2000 MW of generation

$3.6 Billion investment

Will achieve 85% wind power 



Mid American will continue to grow and 

invest in renewable energy 

to 100%



MidAmerican Energy 

Company is No. 1 in the 

U.S. in ownership of 

wind-powered electric 

generation among rate-

regulated utilities.

at the end of 2015:

23 wind farms

3500 MW Generation



July 2017

500 MW

$900M Investment

2020 Completion

Alliant’s Latest 

Announcement



Who else is achieving 

these numbers?



Rock Port, Missouri

Rock Port is the first 100% 

wind-powered town in the U.S.



Rock Port, Missouri

Greensburg, Kansas

Burlington, Vermont

Aspen, Colorado

Columbia, Maryland

Kodiak Island, AlaskaU.S. Cities 

Using 100% 

Renewable 

Energy



Globally, wind could supply 

worldwide electricity consumption

40 times over



What about the jobs?

9,000 wind related jobs in Iowa



The wind industry in 

Iowa employs nearly 

9,000 people

Source: The Post Bulletin

Photo: © 2011 AP Photo/The Hawk Eye, John Lovretta



Wind and solar energy support about 30,000 jobs at approximately 

one thousand companies in Wisconsin, Illinois and Iowa



The number of “clean jobs” 

postings in the U.S. climbed 

88% in the last 12 months.



What is the #1 fastest growing 

job?



Photo: © 2016 Matthew Staver/Bloomberg via Getty Images

Data: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics via Bloomberg

“Wind turbine service 

technician” is forecast to be the 

fastest-growing job category in 

the U.S. through 2024



Wind Turbine Technician !







Wind Engery Benefits in 

Pocahontas County
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How many wind turbines are in Pocahontas County?

216

Of those, MidAmerican Energy owns 

176



Pocohantas

Wind Resolution

Escalating Tax Basis



Pocohantas County

Tax revenue for 2016/2017 on the 

project was $3,031,370 with 

another 1/2 million in tax growth 

left.

So far, MidAmerican has paid 

over $13 million dollars in tax on 

wind energy in Pocahontas 

County.



Pocohantas County

40 turbines are owned by Pocahontas 

Prairie Wind.

Currently at 20% of cost on this 

project for 2017 valuation.

Tax revenue for 2016/2017 was 

$229,156.

By the time it reaches full growth, the 

revenue will be approximately 

$687,468 annually



Pocohantas County

Township Levies

School Bond Issues 

– Pay down Rate on Principle



Pocohantas County



Questions ?



Additional Wind Engery Facts



U.S. Cities Using 100% Renewable Energy

Photos: Greensburg: © 2014 AP Photo/Charlie Riedel

Greensburg, KS Burlington, VT Georgetown, TX
(by 2017)

; Burlington: © 2010 Patrick Spencer CC BY-SA 2.0; Georgetown: © 2008 Larry D. Moore CC BY-SA 3.0



On May 11, 2014,  Germany 

generated 74% of its electricity 

from solar and wind energy



On August 7, 2016

100% of Scotland’s electricity 

came from wind power



In May 2016, Portugal 

operated for four days 

straight on renewable 

energy alone.



Royds Farm, Yorkshire, England

The United Kingdom got 

more electricity from wind 

than from coal in 2016.



World’s Largest Wind 

Turbine Goes Online
Østerild, Denmark

October 6, 2012

© 2012 Siemens Energy Press Picture

Deployed offshore, 

this turbine can 

power 6,000 homes



The world’s largest offshore 

wind farm, the London Array, 

can power 470,000 homes

The London Array, England



The Ngong Hills, Kenya
October 29, 2010



Melloussa, Morocco
June 28, 2010



Belen, Turkey



Weifang, China
April 10, 2009



La Ventosa, Mexico

Mexico has invested heavily in 

wind, including building one of 

the world’s largest windfarms



Sherman County, Oregon



Existing US wind power 

capacity at the end of 2013 

was 61 gigawatts: enough to 

power all the homes in the 

state of California.



A 14-year-old boy 

built a working 

windmill to power 

his village in Malawi



Speak to 

Your 

Legislators!



Stay 

Informed: 

Wind Energy 

Foundation



IWEA Email List

Sign up



Attend 

events!



Thank You for your time!

Questions?


