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ISAC Legislative Update: 4.26.17
Connect with ISAC! 


  
  
87th Iowa General Assembly, First Session, Post Session Update

As we informed ISAC members in our Monday, April 24 ISAC Update, the Iowa Legislature wrapped up its work for the 2017 session this past Saturday. ISAC is currently reviewing the final actions that took place at the conclusion of session and will be providing members periodic updates on the status of legislation affecting counties as the Governor decides whether to sign these bills into law during his 30 day period of review. Today, we wanted to further highlight the status of some of the key pieces of legislation pertaining to counties as they reached final adjournment.

ISAC will publish a full Summary of Legislation and hold a Legislative Webinar at 1:30 pm on June 14 that will provide an overview of the actions taken during the 2017 legislative session and will begin the policy creation process for the 2018 ISAC Legislative Priorities including deadline and meeting dates as well as the addition of online voting. Click here to register for the webinar. 
Also, the June issue of The Iowa County magazine will include several articles featuring the legislative issues of note from the 2017 session. It will hit your mail boxes and email inboxes around the first of June. 
NEW Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund and Water Quality Funding
NEW Commercial and Industrial Property Tax Replacement Claims
NEW Assessors Legislation
NEW Compensation Boards
NEW Sheriffs Fees
Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund and Water Quality Funding
Unfortunately, the Iowa Legislature was unable to reach consensus on addressing funding the Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund and Water Quality during the final hours of session. Both the House and Senate passed bills aimed at improving water quality in HF 650 and SF 512 but couldn’t reach full agreement on what approaches would be best. There was also a filed amendment to SF 512, that would have funded the Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund by raising the Iowa sales tax by 3/8 of a cent, but it failed in debate on the Senate floor. As this is the first session of a two-year general assembly, both bills remain eligible for consideration during the 2018 session.

Click here to comment on the Trust Fund.

Commercial and Industrial Property Tax Replacement Claims

We mentioned in our update on Monday that the C/I replacement claims were fully funded for FY 2018, but we wanted to take another opportunity to thank you for reaching out to your legislators on this very important issue. There was serious talk in the final days of the session about putting in place a phase-out of the backfill dollars, but with your help, ISAC and the other local governments potentially affected, were able to remind legislators of the importance of the reimbursements and reject this idea. We thank you for your advocacy and urge you to thank your legislators for keeping the state’s promise to local governments and avoiding an increase in property taxes or a reduction in important services.

Click here to comment on C/I replacement claims.
Assessors Legislation

HF 478 was amended to include several provisions affecting assessors and passed both the Senate and House in the final days of the session. Among the provisions are requirements for the Department of Revenue to prescribe preliminary education requirements and a course of study prior to taking the assessor and deputy assessor exams, an updated definition of misconduct to include engaging in assessment practices in conflict with applicable law or rule, responsibility on the assessor to pay a property owner’s costs incurred during protest if fraud or misconduct is found, prohibition on the collection of certain data from commercial and industrial property owners, a shift of the burden of proof onto the assessor for proceedings following a determination that a valuation is excessive, inadequate, or inequitable, allowing new grounds of protest when appealing to the district court, and the establishment of a study to evaluate the current system of continuing education for assessors and deputy assessors. A more thorough analysis of all of the changes will be included in our Summary of Legislation that will be released after the Governor’s final action.

Click here to comment on the assessors legislation. 
Compensation Boards

Since final adjournment on Saturday morning we’ve received many questions about the final outcome of the compensation board bill. HF 528 would have eliminated the county compensation board and place the authority and duties of that board with the board of supervisors. The bill passed the full House and the Senate Local Government Committee late last month, and has since remained eligible for debate by the full Senate. The session came to a close with no action taken. Thank you for reaching out to your legislators to express your support for the current system and opposition to HF 528.

Click here to comment on compensation boards.
County Sheriff Fees

A long-standing ISAC legislative objective has been to provide counties avenues of self-funding county government, specifically over user fees that fund specific mandated services. This was achieved with the final passage of SF 501, a bill that increases a number of sheriff’s civil fees that help to cover the costs incurred in providing these duties. It now goes to the Governor for final action.

Click here to comment on sheriffs fees.
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