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ISAC Legislative Update: 4.14.17
Connect with ISAC! 


  
  
87th Iowa General Assembly, First Session, Week 14
This week’s work focused mainly on Ways and Means and Appropriations bills as the Iowa Legislature tries to wrap up the session by their scheduled deadline of Tuesday, April 18. That is the date when the per diem expenses conclude for legislators. Below is the current status of all the Appropriation bills:
	HSB 199 SF 507
	Administration and Regulation
	Passed House Appropriations Committee (4/12)
	Passed Senate Appropriations Committee (4/12)
	 

	HSB 203 SF 510
	Agriculture and Natural Resources
	Passed House Appropriations Committee (4/13)
	Passed Senate Appropriations Committee (4/13)
	 

	Bill number not yet assigned
	Economic Development
	 Passed House Appropriations Subcommittee (4/13)
	 
	 

	HSB 200 SSB 1191
	Education 
	Passed House Appropriations Committee (4/12)
	Passed Senate Appropriations Committee (4/12)
	 

	Bill number not yet assigned
	Health and Human Services
	  Passed House Appropriations Subcommittee (4/13)
	 
	 

	HSB 201 SF 509
	Judicial Branch
	Passed House Appropriations Committee (4/13)
	Passed Senate Appropriations Committee (4/13)
	 

	HSB 202  SF 508
	Justice Systems
	Passed House Appropriations Committee (4/13)
	Passed Senate Appropriations Committee (4/13)
	 

	HSB 204
	Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund (RIIF)
	Passed House Appropriations Committee (4/13)
	 
	 

	Not yet released
	Standing Appropriations
	 
	 
	 

	SF 497
	Transportation, Infrastructure, and Capitals
	Passed Senate (4/10)
	Passed House (4/11)
	Goes to Governor


NEW Mental Health and Disability Services Levy
NEW Texting as a Primary Offense
NEW Voter ID

NEW Property Tax Assessments

NEW Weapons Legislation

NEW Bills Signed by the Governor
Sanctuary Jurisdictions Webinar
Legislative Tracking Tool

 Legislative Forums

New and Noteworthy
Smart Connections Conference

ISAC Leadership Institute: Performance Reviews and Effective Performance Management

2017 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards – Call for Nominations

NEW Lean Government Exchange

NEW New Paint and Supplies Contract
2017 NACo Nationwide Aspire Awards

IGFI Annual Workshops
Mental Health and Disability Services Levy
On Thursday, the House Ways and Means Committee passed an amended version of HSB 194, a similar bill to SF 504, that eliminates the 1996 individual county levy caps, sets new mental health disability services (MH/DS) regional levy caps, sets new limits of a 20% cash carry forward for regions with a population of 100,000 and above and 25% for MH/DS regions below 100,000 and spreads the spend down of the cash balances over three years, but the bill eliminates the inflationary growth established in SF 504. Further, this amended version calls for a study of the financial stability of the MH/DS regions to be conducted in the interim after the 2018 session and to make recommended changes for the 2019 session. ISAC continues to be registered Undecided on both bills. They address our legislative priority in removing the 1996 county caps and provide levy equity in some regions, they still present significant challenges to regions by maintaining an overall statewide cap that doesn’t meet the financial needs of all regions and don’t allow for the development of new services that are being required by the state. ISAC will continue to work with legislators to address the deficiencies in both bills as this session concludes.

Click here to comment on MH/DS.

Texting as a Primary Offense
On Monday, the House passed SF 234 on a vote of 90-6, a bill that changes texting while driving from a secondary to a primary offense. While this legislation does not go to the degree that ISAC and the rest of the “Stay Alive: Don’t Text and Drive” coalition would like in going fully “hands-free” while driving, we believe it is a positive step forward that will save lives on Iowa’s roadways. This bill now moves to the Governor for final consideration.

Click here to comment on texting as a primary offense.

Voter ID
On Thursday, the Senate passed an amended version of HF 516, which provides changes to the conduct and administration of elections, including voter registration, absentee voting, voter identity verification, signature verification, polling place prohibitions, commissioner duties and certifications, voter misconduct information and reporting, straight party voting, and post-election audits, creating an electronic poll book and establishing a polling place technology revolving loan fund. ISAC remains registered Against this bill as we continue to believe in the integrity of the current Iowa election system and the ability of County Auditors to conduct free and fair elections. It now goes to the Governor for final consideration.

Click here to comment on Voter ID.

Property Tax Assessments
HSB 197 moved out of subcommittee on Tuesday and out of the House Ways and Means Committee on Thursday. The bill makes several changes to the property assessment and appeal process. Under the bill, in the protest process the burden of proof is shifted to the assessor to prove an assessment is not excessive or inequitable and makes the assessor’s office responsible for the expenses incurred by the property owner in the appeal process up to a percentage equivalent to the percentage adjustment in the property value if it is reduced. The bill makes various changes to re-assessment, protest grounds, and legal representation of the assessor and conference board. Finally, the bill adds four additional members to the conference board: owners of residential, agricultural, commercial, and industrial property respectively. The new conference board members would be elected on a nonpartisan basis and would each represent an individual voting unit on the conference board. ISAC is opposed to HSB 197 which is now ready for debate by the full House.

Click here to comment on property tax assessments.

Weapons Legislation
On Thursday Governor Branstad signed HF 517, a wide-ranging weapons bill that included a variety of gun owner rights provisions. Among the provisions, HF 517 contains language that potentially restricts county home rule as it relates to the regulation of firearms. Prior to this bill’s enactment, the Code contained language that prohibited counties from regulating the ownership, possession, legal transfer, lawful transportation, registration, or licensing of firearms. ISAC, relying on guidance from the Attorney General’s office (see 2003 WL 22100958 (Iowa A.G.)), has interpreted that this language was not intended to limit a county’s home rule authority to regulate restrictions upon the possession of weapons in buildings or on property directly controlled by the county. HF 517 added to this restriction by stating a person adversely affected by a county regulation related to the ownership, possession, legal transfer, lawful transportation, registration, or licensing of firearms may file suit in court for declaratory and injunctive relief for damages. There is no language in the bill to clarify how or when a person may be adversely affected or what types of regulations might adversely affect a person, thus it is likely litigation will result and the courts will provide context and definitions. ISAC will continue to follow this bill and any future litigation and will keep you apprised of developments. 

Click here to comment on weapons legislation.

Bills Signed by the Governor
A large number of bills were signed by Governor Branstad this week including a couple ISAC objectives and another we supported. 

HF 241 was signed on Wednesday. The bill, an ISAC objective, clarifies that the county veterans’ service officer (VSO) serves the county commission of veterans’ affairs and the administration of the duties of the VSO and the county commission shall not be placed under any other agency or department.

SF 439 was also signed on Wednesday. The bill, another ISAC objective, allows original notices of federal tax liens to be returned to the sender or disposed of if they have been recorded in the index book or in digital form in the recorder’s office.

HF 471 was signed on Thursday. The bill allows the county auditor to recommend, and the board of supervisors to approve, the consolidation or division of precincts in all elections, rather than only certain elections, unless doing so conflicts with other applicable law.

Click here to comment on bills signed by the Governor.

Sanctuary Jurisdictions Webinar

A Legal Issues Surrounding the Executive Order on Sanctuary Jurisdiction Webinar will be held at 12:00 pm on April 18. Speakers will include Hadi Sedigh, NACo, Lisa Soronen, State and Local Legal Center, and Amanda Keller, International Municipal Lawyers Association. President Trump's January 25 Executive Order on "Enhancing Public Safety in the Interior of the United States," and specifically its provisions related to "sanctuary jurisdictions," have been subject to litigation. This webinar will help local government officials understand, and learn how to explain, the legal issues at stake in this litigation. Click here to register. 
Legislative Tracking Tool

One of the important duties of the ISAC legislative team during session is to track legislation that is significant to counties. ISAC members can access these bills via our online tracking tool that provides links to the bills, affiliate affected, ISAC staff monitoring, and ISAC position. This can be found here: http://www.iowacounties.org/legislative/tracking-tool/.

Legislative Forums 
Most legislators conduct forums back in their home districts on Fridays and on the weekends to seek constituent feedback on a variety of topics. We strongly encourage ISAC members to attend these forums as these are effective tools to advance and address issues that are vital to counties. A link to these forums can be found here:

http://www.iowahouserepublicans.com/forums
http://iowahouse.org/forums/
http://www.senate.iowa.gov/democrats/events/
http://www.iowasenaterepublicans.com/events/
Click here to comment on bills, legislative interaction, etc. This legislative comment form is convenient to use and allows ISAC to receive feedback that is extremely helpful.

Smart Connections Conference

Do you want to be innovative, but struggle because you are constantly inundated? Do you have questions about managing your county’s IT – hardware and software, personnel and contracted services, first or next steps, budgeting, etc.? Do you just not even know where to begin?

The ISAC Smart Connections Conference in being held on April 27 at the Holiday Inn Airport - Des Moines. Non-technical and technical county government officials and employees will discuss together ways to be innovative within your counties with the goals of saving money, saving time, making your county safer, and even boosting morale.

Click here to view the full agenda and to register for this one-day conference. The registration fee is only $100 and includes all materials, morning refreshments and lunch.

Learn together, innovate together, and solve together! 

ISAC Leadership Institute: Performance Reviews and Effective Performance Management

Throughout May and June ISAC will be traveling throughout the state and offering the ISAC Leadership Institute. The topic of this year’s course is Performance Management and Effective Performance Reviews. Registration is now open on our website and is only $150. The fee includes all materials, morning refreshments and lunch. Please note that class size is limited to 30 seats, CEUs will be offered by select affiliates, and any ISAC member can attend any district’s training. 

Click here for more information including a class description and to register. 

May 11 – Des Moines (registration deadline May 4)

May 24 – Storm Lake (registration deadline May 17)

May 25 – Ottumwa (registration deadline May 18)

May 31 – Cedar Rapids (registration deadline May 24)

June 7 – Mason City (registration deadline May 31)

June 8 – Atlantic (registration deadline June 1)

2017 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards - Call for Nominations

The Excellence in Action Award program is a competitive awards program that seeks to identify and recognize innovative county government employees, programs, and ISAC affiliates. Please encourage all county departments to apply. Awards will be presented at the 2017 ISAC Annual Conference which is being held August 23-25 in Des Moines. 

Click here to download the nomination form that contains details regarding criteria, guidelines and judging. This page also contains information and materials from past award winners. The deadline is April 21. Please contact Robin Harlow, ISAC’s Innovation and Research Manager, at 515.369.7006 or rharlow@iowacounties.org with any questions.
Lean Government Exchange

The Iowa Lean Consortium will hold its Lean Government Exchange on June 27 at the Holiday Inn Airport in Des Moines. Click here for more details. Contact Teresa Hay McMahon, execdirector@iowalean.org, with any questions. 

New Paint and Supplies Contract

U.S. Communities has a new cooperative contract for paint and paint supplies through the Home Depot. More information about the paint contract will be given during two, free informational webinars: 10:00 am on May 3 and 12:00 pm on May 4. Click here for more information and to register. 

2017 NACo Nationwide Aspire Awards

The NACo Defined Contribution and Retirement Advisory Committee is launching the 2017 Aspire Awards, which honors and recognizes counties for innovative solutions and promoting employee retirement savings. Click here to review the guidelines and more information. The submission deadline is 5:00 pm on Friday, May 26. Please contact Carlos Greene at cgreene@naco.org or 404.263.3656 with any questions. 
IGFI Annual Workshops
The Iowa Government Finance Initiative (IGFI) is holding “tool-based trainings” across the state for elected and appointed officials on issues relating to public finance and community and economic development. Click here to register online, for an event brochure and for all workshop details. The remaining training dates and locations are as follows: 

April 20 – Altoona/Des Moines

April 27 – Mason City

May 4 – Atlantic

May 18 – Cedar Rapids

Contact Information:

Iowa State Association of Counties (ISAC)
5500 Westown Parkway, Suite 190, West Des Moines, IA 50266  

Phone: 515.244.7181 Fax: 515.244.6397

www.iowacounties.org
This ISAC Update is being sent to all ISAC members.
