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ISAC Legislative Update: 3.31.17
Connect with ISAC! 


  
  
87th Iowa General Assembly, First Session, Week 12
This week brought the second funnel deadline which requires bills to be passed out of the opposite chamber’s standing committees to remain eligible for this session. To address this, legislative work focused on full and subcommittee action to move bills forward. On Tuesday, the Governor released his revised 2018 budget numbers as required by law because of the recent changes in projections from the Revenue Estimating Conference. As a result, the Governor reduced his proposed 2018 budget by $173 million. Focus now moves to the House and Senate as they develop their budget targets.
In addition to the items below, yesterday we sent out a special edition ISAC Update that asked for your help in contacting your legislators to discuss property tax replacement claims. If you haven’t done so already, please be sure to let them know about the importance of the backfill dollars. 
NEW MH/DS Levy
NEW Local Government Preemption
NEW County Compensation Boards
Legislative Tracking Tool
 Legislative Forums
New and Noteworthy
 Smart Connections Conference

 ISAC Leadership Institute: Performance Reviews and Effective Performance Management
 2017 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards – Call for Nominations

 Derelict Building Grant Applications Due April 21

 IGFI Annual Workshops
Mental Health and Disability Services Levy 

On Tuesday, Senate Ways and Means Chairman, Senator Feenstra, introduced SSB 1187, a bill that removes the 1996 county mental health levy caps, establishes new regional caps and levy equity within regions, allows for inflationary growth, requires the spending down of cash reserves, and allows counties to recertify their 2018 budgets if this legislation is passed. ISAC is currently registered Undecided on this legislation as it meets the needs of part of our legislative priority in that it removes the 1996 caps, provides levy equity, and a long term funding solution. However, it does not meet the financial demands of all regions and by requiring the spending down of cash reserves, it could cause huge fluctuations in county property taxes as once the reserves are gone, counties will then be forced to immediately raise property taxes to meet the financial needs of the region. ISAC is pleased at the introduction of this bill and will continue to work with the Senate and House to make this bill fully address our legislative priority.

Click here to comment on MH/DS levy.
Local Government Preemption
HF 295 passed out of the Senate on Monday and was signed by the governor on Thursday. The bill preempts local governments from adopting an ordinance to raise the minimum wage or regulate the marketing of consumer merchandise. Any such ordinance, resolution, or policy already in place or adopted in the future in contradiction of these provisions will be void and unenforceable under the legislation. ISAC opposed HF 295 and remains opposed to any circumvention of local control, especially when the state takes action to undo decisions made at the county level.

Click here to comment on local government preemption.
County Compensation Boards
HF 528 started the week in the House as a bill that would replace the current county compensation board with members of the city councils and township boards of trustees. The bill was amended back to its original form, which would eliminate the compensation board, and passed the House on Monday. On Wednesday the bill moved out of Senate subcommittee and on Thursday out of the full Local Government Committee. We wish to thank the many of you that have already contacted your legislators and the members of the committee considering this bill to express your opposition. With passing out of the committee, HF 528 is now eligible for debate by the full Senate. We encourage you to continue contacting your state senator to encourage them to oppose HF 528.
Click here to comment on county compensation boards.
Legislative Tracking Tool

One of the important duties of the ISAC legislative team during session is to track legislation that is significant to counties. ISAC members can access these bills via our online tracking tool that provides links to the bills, affiliate affected, ISAC staff monitoring, and ISAC position. This can be found here: http://www.iowacounties.org/legislative/tracking-tool/.

Legislative Forums 
Most legislators conduct forums back in their home districts on Fridays and on the weekends to seek constituent feedback on a variety of topics. We strongly encourage ISAC members to attend these forums as these are effective tools to advance and address issues that are vital to counties. A link to these forums can be found here:

http://www.iowahouserepublicans.com/forums
http://iowahouse.org/forums/
http://www.senate.iowa.gov/democrats/events/
http://www.iowasenaterepublicans.com/events/
Click here to comment on bills, legislative interaction, etc. This legislative comment form is convenient to use and allows ISAC to receive feedback that is extremely helpful.
Smart Connections Conference
Do you want to be innovative, but struggle because you are constantly inundated? Do you have questions about managing your county’s IT – hardware and software, personnel and contracted services, first or next steps, budgeting, etc.? Do you just not even know where to begin?

The ISAC Smart Connections Conference in being held on April 27 at the Holiday Inn Airport - Des Moines. Non-technical and technical county government officials and employees will discuss together ways to be innovative within your counties with the goals of saving money, saving time, making your county safer, and even boosting morale.

Click here to view the full agenda and to register for this one-day conference. The registration fee is only $100 and includes all materials, morning refreshments and lunch.

Learn together, innovate together, and solve together! 

ISAC Leadership Institute: Performance Reviews and Effective Performance Management
Throughout May and June ISAC will be traveling throughout the state and offering the ISAC Leadership Institute. The topic of this year’s course is Performance Management and Effective Performance Reviews. Registration is now open on our website and is only $150. The fee includes all materials, morning refreshments and lunch. Please note that class size is limited to 30 seats, CEUs will be offered by select affiliates, and any ISAC member can attend any district’s training. 

Click here for more information including a class description and to register. 

May 11 – Des Moines (registration deadline May 4)

May 24 – Storm Lake (registration deadline May 17)

May 25 – Ottumwa (registration deadline May 18)

May 31 – Cedar Rapids (registration deadline May 24)

June 7 – Mason City (registration deadline May 31)

June 8 – Atlantic (registration deadline June 1)

2017 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards - Call for Nominations

The Excellence in Action Award program is a competitive awards program that seeks to identify and recognize innovative county government employees, programs, and ISAC affiliates. Please encourage all county departments to apply. Awards will be presented at the 2017 ISAC Annual Conference which is being held August 23-25 in Des Moines. 

Click here to download the nomination form that contains details regarding criteria, guidelines and judging. This page also contains information and materials from past award winners. The deadline is April 21. Please contact Robin Harlow, ISAC’s Innovation and Research Manager, at 515.369.7006 or rharlow@iowacounties.org with any questions.
Derelict Building Grant Applications Due April 21

Small rural communities looking for assistance to help renovate or deconstruct abandoned commercial and public structures can apply for funding through the Derelict Building Grant Program. Applications for the next round of funding are due at 4:00 pm on April 21.  

The grant program, instituted by state legislation, helps rural Iowa communities with populations of 5,000 or less to deconstruct or renovate abandoned commercial and public structures. The program emphasizes reuse and recycling of building items, helps improve street appearance and commercial development, and alleviates the environmental concern these buildings can pose. Financial assistance includes asbestos removal, building deconstruction and renovation, and other environmental services.
Funding is awarded annually on a competitive basis. A committee from the Iowa DNR, Iowa Society of Solid Waste Operations, Iowa Recycling Association, Iowa Economic Development Authority and Keep Iowa Beautiful selects the projects for funding. For more information and to obtain an application on the Derelict Building Grant Program, contact Scott Flagg at 515.725.8318 or Scott.Flagg@dnr.iowa.gov. 

IGFI Annual Workshops
The Iowa Government Finance Initiative (IGFI) is holding “tool-based trainings” across the state for elected and appointed officials on issues relating to public finance and community and economic development. Click here to register online, for an event brochure and for all workshop details. The training dates and locations are as follows: 

April 6 – Ottumwa

April 13 – Storm Lake

April 20 – Altoona/Des Moines

April 27 – Mason City

May 4 – Atlantic

May 18 – Cedar Rapids
Contact Information:

Iowa State Association of Counties (ISAC)
5500 Westown Parkway, Suite 190, West Des Moines, IA 50266  

Phone: 515.244.7181 Fax: 515.244.6397

www.iowacounties.org
This ISAC Update is being sent to all ISAC members.
