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ISAC Legislative Update: 3.13.17
Connect with ISAC! 





  
  

87th Iowa General Assembly, First Session, Week Nine
Last week was dominated by action in the House starting on Monday with two public hearings on HF 295, Local Government Preemption, and HF 516, Voter ID. Full debate on HF 516 began on Wednesday and concluded at 11:00 am on Thursday as time certain was called on debate which calls for an immediate vote on all remaining amendments and the bill itself which passed by the vote of 58-41. This week will see debate on changes to Iowa’s Worker’s Compensation law and on Tuesday, the Revenue Estimating Conference will meet to make a current assessment on Iowa’s fiscal health and make possible adjustments that will set the final budget targets for 2018.

NEW Local Government Preemption

NEW Project Labor Agreements

NEW State and Local Legal Centers Midterm Webinar

Legislative Tracking Tool

 Legislative Forums

New and Noteworthy
 2017 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards – Call for Nominations

 ISAC Educational Webinar: Preservation with Purpose

 Derelict Building Grant Applications Due April 21

 IGFI Annual Workshops

 2017 Iowa Employment Conference

Local Government Preemption

HF 295 passed out of the House on a mostly party-line vote on Thursday. The bill preempts local governments from adopting an ordinance to raise the minimum wage, regulate the marketing of consumer merchandise, or prohibit landlords from denying tenants based on source of income. Any such ordinance, resolution, or policy already in place or adopted in the future in contradiction of these provisions would be void and unenforceable under the legislation. An amendment making the prohibition on raising the minimum wage inapplicable to the four counties that have already done so failed. ISAC remains opposed to HF 295, which now goes to the Senate. 

Click here to comment on local government preemption.

Project Labor Agreements
SF 438 passed out of the Senate on Thursday. The bill prohibits local governments and state agencies from entering into project labor agreements with contractors, limits the authority of government entities to require certain confidential information from contractors, and limits other restrictions that can be placed on contractors. ISAC is opposed to the bill because it takes away a tool that counties can use and it circumvents local control of the bidding and construction process. SF 438 now goes to the House.

Click here to comment on project labor agreements. 
State and Local Legal Centers Midterm Webinar

The State and Local Legal Centers (SLLC) will be holding a Midterm Webinar at 1:00 pm on March 30. Click here to register. The Supreme Court’s 2016-17 docket is set. While the Court is still down a Justice and will decide fewer cases than usual this term, it will decide many cases of interest to states and local governments including a number of police cases, First Amendment cases, and a preemption case. Join Matt Wessler, Gupta Wessler, who argued the preemption case, Tom Bondy, Orrick, who co-wrote the merits brief for Los Angeles county in the most important police case of the term, and Lawrence Hurley, Supreme Court correspondent for Reuters, in a discussion of the cases and the future of the Court. 

Legislative Tracking Tool

One of the important duties of the ISAC legislative team during session is to track legislation that is significant to counties. ISAC members can access these bills via our online tracking tool that provides links to the bills, affiliate affected, ISAC staff monitoring, and ISAC position. This can be found here: http://www.iowacounties.org/legislative/tracking-tool/.

Legislative Forums 
Most legislators conduct forums back in their home districts on Fridays and on the weekends to seek constituent feedback on a variety of topics. We strongly encourage ISAC members to attend these forums as these are effective tools to advance and address issues that are vital to counties. A link to these forums can be found here:

http://www.iowahouserepublicans.com/forums
http://iowahouse.org/forums/
http://www.senate.iowa.gov/democrats/events/
http://www.iowasenaterepublicans.com/events/
Click here to comment on bills, legislative interaction, etc. This legislative comment form is convenient to use and allows ISAC to receive feedback that is extremely helpful.

2017 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards - Call for Nominations

The Excellence in Action Award program is a competitive awards program that seeks to identify and recognize innovative county government employees, programs, and ISAC affiliates. Please encourage all county departments to apply. Awards will be presented at the 2017 ISAC Annual Conference which is being held August 23-25 in Des Moines. 

Click here to download the nomination form that contains details regarding criteria, guidelines and judging. This page also contains information and materials from past award winners. Please contact Robin Harlow, ISAC’s Innovation and Research Manager, at 515.369.7006 or rharlow@iowacounties.org with any questions.
ISAC Educational Webinar: Preservation with Purpose
Join representatives from Madison County from 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm on March 22 as they present Preservation with Purpose: How Historic Preservation Can Make a Tangible Difference in Your County. Click here to register! 

Historic preservation is uniquely positioned to capitalize on a community’s historic character, boost economic development and build local pride. In Iowa, two dozen county governments have established historic preservation programs and participate in the National Park Service’s Certified Local Government Program for Historic Preservation.  This webinar will explain how the program works and the potential benefits to your county. Madison County, which has a model preservation program, will be discussed as a case study. The chairs of the Madison County Board of Supervisors and the Madison County Historic Preservation Commission will share how they have used the program and how preservation has made a positive difference in their county. Presenters include: Brenda Hollingsworth, Madison County Historic Preservation Commission; Paula Mohr, State Historical Society of Iowa; and Aaron Price, Madison County Board of Supervisors. 
Derelict Building Grant Applications Due April 21
Small rural communities looking for assistance to help renovate or deconstruct abandoned commercial and public structures can apply for funding through the Derelict Building Grant Program. Applications for the next round of funding are due at 4:00 pm on April 21.  

The grant program, instituted by state legislation, helps rural Iowa communities with populations of 5,000 or less to deconstruct or renovate abandoned commercial and public structures. The program emphasizes reuse and recycling of building items, helps improve street appearance and commercial development, and alleviates the environmental concern these buildings can pose. Financial assistance includes asbestos removal, building deconstruction and renovation, and other environmental services.

Funding is awarded annually on a competitive basis. A committee from the Iowa DNR, Iowa Society of Solid Waste Operations, Iowa Recycling Association, Iowa Economic Development Authority and Keep Iowa Beautiful selects the projects for funding. For more information and to obtain an application on the Derelict Building Grant Program, contact Scott Flagg at 515.725.8318 or Scott.Flagg@dnr.iowa.gov. 

IGFI Annual Workshops
The Iowa Government Finance Initiative (IGFI) is holding “tool-based trainings” across the state for elected and appointed officials on issues relating to public finance and community and economic development. Click here to register online, for an event brochure and for all workshop details. The training dates and locations are as follows: 

April 6 – Ottumwa

April 13 – Storm Lake

April 20 – Altoona/Des Moines

April 27 – Mason City

May 4 – Atlantic

May 18 – Cedar Rapids

2017 Iowa Employment Conference
The 2017 Iowa Employment Conference which covers employment, training, benefits and wellness will be held on April 5-6 at The Meadows Events and Conference Center in Altoona. This two-day conference will feature leaders in employment and labor laws from around the Midwest who will present on timely and important topics for employers, including ACA updates, immigration law, harassment and retaliation developments, employee mental health and more. Click here for more information and to register. 

Contact Information:

Iowa State Association of Counties (ISAC)
5500 Westown Parkway, Suite 190, West Des Moines, IA 50266  

Phone: 515.244.7181 Fax: 515.244.6397

www.iowacounties.org
This ISAC Update is being sent to all ISAC members.
