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Legislative Tracking Tool

One of the important duties of the ISAC legislative team during session is to track legislation that is significant to counties. ISAC members can access these bills via our online tracking tool that provides links to the bills, affiliate affected, ISAC staff monitoring, and ISAC position. This can be found here: http://www.iowacounties.org/legislative/tracking-tool/.

Legislative Forums 
Most legislators conduct forums back in their home districts on Fridays and on the weekends to seek constituent feedback on a variety of topics. We strongly encourage ISAC members to attend these forums as these are effective tools to advance and address issues that are vital to counties. A link to these forums can be found here:

http://www.iowahouserepublicans.com/forums
http://iowahouse.org/forums/
http://www.senate.iowa.gov/democrats/events/
http://www.iowasenaterepublicans.com/events/
Click here to comment on bills, legislative interaction, etc. This legislative comment form is convenient to use and allows ISAC to receive feedback that is extremely helpful.
Governor Branstad to Speak During County Day at the Capitol – Register TODAY!

Governor Branstad will address ISAC members attending County Day at the Capitol at 11:15 am on March 8 in the Capitol Rotunda. Please plan to join us for this important event. Registration is free, but highly encouraged so that we have enough food for everyone. Pre-registration closes at 4:30 pm tomorrow, Friday, February 24. Register here: https://events.iowacounties.org/Login
***Please note that the event begins in the State Historical Building with registration starting at 9:30 am. This is a new location from previous years. 

Pre-registration Closes TODAY for ISAC Legislative Conference 

Pre-registration for the 2017 ISAC County Day at the Capitol and Legislative Conference will close at 4:30 pm on Friday, February 24. Please pre-register to save your county money and to keep ISAC registration rates as low as possible. A name badge is required for all conference meetings and events, including affiliate meetings. 

The ISAC Spring School of Instruction has a new name – the ISAC Legislative Conference. This is the same conference, so don’t miss it! CLICK HERE TO REGISTER!
If you have any special dietary needs (vegetarian, vegan, gluten free, no meat on Fridays during Lent, etc.), please email ksebern@iowacounties.org by 4:30 pm on Friday, February 24.  After this date, we cannot guarantee meeting any special dietary needs. Please note that the conference dates are during Lent. In order for ISAC to guarantee a non-meat box lunch on Friday, March 10 you must request it prior to this deadline. If you have communicated your dietary needs to ISAC, you will receive a special meal ticket with your conference registration packet.
Lastly, if for any reason you would need to change or cancel your hotel reservation at the Des Moines Marriott Downtown for the Legislative Conference, please contact Kelsey Sebern at 515.244.7181 prior to March 3. Please do not contact the hotel nor use the change reservation link on your confirmation from the housing bureau.
Click here for all up-to-date conference information. Visit this site for your affiliate agenda, educational seminar descriptions, exhibit hall events and much more! 
ISAC Educational Webinar: Preservation with Purpose

Join representatives from Madison County from 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm on March 22 as they present Preservation with Purpose: How Historic Preservation Can Make a Tangible Difference in Your County. Click here to register! 

Historic preservation is uniquely positioned to capitalize on a community’s historic character, boost economic development and build local pride. In Iowa, two dozen county governments have established historic preservation programs and participate in the National Park Service’s Certified Local Government Program for Historic Preservation.  This webinar will explain how the program works and the potential benefits to your county. Madison County, which has a model preservation program, will be discussed as a case study. The chairs of the Madison County Board of Supervisors and the Madison County Historic Preservation Commission will share how they have used the program and how preservation has made a positive difference in their county. Presenters include: Brenda Hollingsworth, Madison County Historic Preservation Commission; Paula Mohr, State Historical Society of Iowa; and Aaron Price, Madison County Board of Supervisors. 
NACo Stepping Up Webinars – Reducing Mental Illnesses in Jails
The Stepping Up Initiative, which aims to reduce the number of people with mental illnesses in jails, will be holding two webinars this spring. Stepping Up Network Call: Introduction to the Network and Making the Six Questions Work for you will be held on March 2 – Click here for more information and to register, and Stepping Up: Conducting Timely Mental Health Screening and Assessment in Jails will be held on April 6 – Click here for more information and to register. 
IGFI Annual Workshops
The Iowa Government Finance Initiative (IGFI) is holding “tool-based trainings” across the state for elected and appointed officials on issues relating to public finance and community and economic development. Click here to register online, for an event brochure and for all workshop details. The training dates and locations are as follows: 

April 6 – Ottumwa

April 13 – Storm Lake

April 20 – Altoona/Des Moines

April 27 – Mason City

May 4 – Atlantic

May 18 – Cedar Rapids
2017 Iowa Employment Conference

The 2017 Iowa Employment Conference which covers employment, training, benefits and wellness will be held on April 5-6 at The Meadows Events and Conference Center in Altoona. This two-day conference will feature leaders in employment and labor laws from around the Midwest who will present on timely and important topics for employers, including ACA updates, immigration law, harassment and retaliation developments, employee mental health and more. Click here for more information and to register. 

Contact Information:

Iowa State Association of Counties (ISAC)
5500 Westown Parkway, Suite 190, West Des Moines, IA 50266  

Phone: 515.244.7181 Fax: 515.244.6397

www.iowacounties.org
This ISAC Update is being sent to all ISAC members.
