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ISAC Legislative Update: 3.3.17
Connect with ISAC! 


  
  
87th Iowa General Assembly, First Session, Week Eight
This week brought the “first funnel” deadline which calls for bills to be passed out of one standing committee in either the House or Senate to remain eligible for consideration this session. To meet this deadline, activity at the Capitol focused on subcommittee and full committee action on a variety of bills that both failed and advanced. The next deadline will be the “second funnel,” which requires a bill to be passed out of one full chamber of the legislature and out of the opposite standing committee of the other chamber by March 31. Bills never officially “die,” however, as they can potentially appear later as amendments onto bills that are germane and eligible later in the session. Also, Appropriations, Ways and Means, and Government Oversight bills are not subject to either “funnel” deadline.  

NEW Local Government Preemption and Voter ID – NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NEW Hands-Free Communication While Driving
NEW County Compensation Boards
NEW Township Severance and Supervisor District Plans
NEW Surviving Owner Title Transfer

NEW Tax Sale Payments
NEW Federal Tax Lien Records
NEW Bottle Bill Repeal
NEW Workers’ Compensation

NEW Chapter 20 Changes – Message from the Public Employment Relations Board
Legislative Tracking Tool
 Legislative Forums
 Governor Branstad to Speak During County Day at the Capitol
New and Noteworthy
 NEW 2017 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards – Call for Nominations
 ISAC Educational Webinar: Preservation with Purpose

 NEW Derelict Building Grant Applications Due April 21

 IGFI Annual Workshops

 2017 Iowa Employment Conference
Local Government Preemption and Voter ID – NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
A public hearing for HF 295 will be held at 5:00 pm Monday, March 6 in Room 103 at the Iowa State Capitol. The bill preempts local governments from adopting an ordinance to raise the minimum wage, regulate the marketing of consumer merchandise, or provide greater civil rights protections than provided by state and federal law. Any such ordinance, resolution, or policy already in place or adopted in the future in contradiction of these provisions would be void and unenforceable if the legislation is passed. Regardless of the issues being prohibited, ISAC is adamantly opposed to this total disregard for local control and home rule authority. 
Click here to sign up to speak at the public hearing and/or submit written comments. Select your option next to HF 295. Everyone is welcome to attend the public hearing even if you do not plan to speak. As this bill is eligible for debate by the full House, we also encourage you to attend weekend forums and to contact your representatives to express your opposition to the state circumventing home rule. You might also consider engaging your constituents that might not otherwise know about this legislation imposing on local control. Thank you for your help in opposing HF 295.
Also on Monday, a public hearing on HF 516 will be held from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm in Room 103. The bill, which was introduced by the Iowa Secretary of State and amended by the House State Government Committee this week, makes a series of changes on the conduct and administration of elections, including voter registration, absentee voting, voter identity verification, signature verification, polling place prohibitions, commissioner duties and certifications, voter misconduct information and reporting, straight party voting, and post-election audits, creating an electronic poll book and establishing a polling place technology revolving loan fund. ISAC is also opposed to this bill as we believe in the integrity of the current Iowa election system and the ability of County Auditors to conduct free and fair elections. We encourage members to provide their thoughts on this bill. Click here for instructions to testify or to submit comments at this public hearing.
Click here to comment on preemption and voter ID.
Hands-Free Communication While Driving

One of ISAC’s legislative priorities advanced further on Tuesday as the Senate Transportation Committee approved SSB 1079. The bill calls for the ban on the use of a hand-held communication device while driving and makes it a primary offense. On Wednesday, the House Transportation Committee passed HSB 139, a companion bill to SSB 1079, with an amendment that makes the offense a warning in the first year of implementation. ISAC also featured “Hands-Free” in the latest issue of The Iowa County magazine – click here to download the issue.
Click here to comment on hands-free communication.
County Compensation Boards
HSB 11 was debated in the House Local Government Committee again on Tuesday. The bill would abolish the county compensation board and transfer the duty of setting county elected official compensation to the board of supervisors. An amendment was offered that would retain the compensation board but change the membership to five township trustees chosen from among all the township trustees in the county by themselves. This week a different amendment was proposed that would retain the compensation board but the members would be chosen by each township selecting a trustee and each city choosing a councilperson and then choosing five members from that group to serve on the compensation board. The amendment was adopted and the bill passed out of committee as amended. ISAC remains opposed to HSB 11.

Click here to comment on county compensation boards.
Township Severance and Supervisor District Plans

HSB 73, now numbered HF 486, passed out of the House Local Government Committee on Tuesday. The original bill would have allowed a township in a county with a population of 130,000 or greater and that shared a boundary with another county to petition and vote to be annexed by the neighboring county. Upon learning that re-drawing county lines would have required a constitutional amendment, a strike-after amendment was offered that would dictate a supervisor district plan. The bill as amended requires the same counties previously addressed (Polk, Linn, Scott, Johnson and Black Hawk) to adopt supervisor district plan three, where the county is divided into equal population districts and where each supervisor must live in and be elected by their respective district. Under current law a supervisor district plan is selected by the board of supervisors or by a special election. ISAC strongly opposes this local control evading bill that would dictate the plan that must be selected with no option for the local elected officials or the voting public to choose their manner of representation. 

Click here to comment on Township Severance and Supervisor District Plans. 
Surviving Owner Title Transfer
SSB 1063 passed out of the Senate Local Government Committee on Thursday. The bill waives the certificate of title fee and surcharge for an individual listed as a co-owner of a vehicle who is required to remove the name of a deceased co-owner from the vehicle’s title. The companion bill, HF 326, is in the House Ways and Means Committee. The bill is an ISAC objective, and we are registered in favor.

Click here to comment on surviving owner title transfer. 
Tax Sale Payments

SSB 1152 passed out of the Senate Local Government Committee on Wednesday. The bill provides that payments and redemptions on parcels sold at tax sale are considered received by the treasurer when payment is entered on the treasurer’s website for purposes of calculating interest amounts. ISAC is registered in favor of SSB 1152.

Click here to comment on tax sale payments. 
Federal Tax Lien Records
SSB 1100 passed out of the Senate Local Government Committee on Wednesday. The bill allows original notices of federal tax liens to be returned to the sender or disposed of if they have been recorded in the index book or in digital form in the recorder’s office. The bill is an ISAC objective, and we are registered in favor.

Click here to comment on Federal Tax Lien Records. 
Bottle Bill Repeal

HSB 163 passed out of the House Environmental Protection Committee on Wednesday. The bill repeals the current beverage container redemption law known as the Bottle Bill and replaces it with new recycling, litter control, and community enhancement programs. The current five-cent deposit and redemption system would be replaced with various fees with revenues dedicated to grants to fund the above-mentioned programs. The chair of the committee indicated the bill was likely going to take two sessions to accomplish as legislators work through the details including how statewide recycling and litter control programs would be implemented. ISAC is opposed to the repeal of the Bottle Bill and registered against HSB 163, but we remain open to discussion about a replacement that would better protect our environment and keep our roadsides, parks, waters, and other spaces clean.

Click here to comment on the bottle bill repeal. 
Workers’ Compensation 

Companion bills making changes to the administration, benefits, liabilities, and attorney fees related to workers’ compensation insurance moved out of committee this week. SSB 1170 and HSB 169 each moved out of subcommittees on Wednesday and out of their respective Commerce Committee on Thursday. Among other provisions, the bills make changes to start and stop dates for compensation, compensation amounts depending on disability level and earning capacity, benefit end dates depending on age, coverage of pre-existing conditions, suitability of temporary work, and payment of medical bills. The bills also limit attorney fees and put in place a presumption that if a worker tests positive for drugs or alcohol at the time of an injury that impairment was the cause of the accident until such presumption is overcome. ISAC is registered Undecided on the workers’ compensation legislation.

Click here to comment on workers’ compensation. 
Chapter 20 Changes – Message from the Public Employment Relations Board

As you know, the Legislature (through HF 291) has made sweeping changes to Chapter 20, the Public Employment Relations Act. Please read the following applicable notices from the Public Employment Relations Board (PERB).
                                                   

Cities and Counties without a March 15 Waiver

If you are a city or county in the process of negotiations (that is, didn’t have a ratified agreement in effect by HF 291’s enactment, a final arbitration award or an already effective agreement) and do not have an independent impasse agreement that waives/extends the March 15 deadline, you are subject to PERB’s Emergency Rules. If the parties agree, you can still waive the March 15 deadline. These rules establish new timelines for the time periods specified in Iowa Code §§20.17 and 20.22 and are intended to produce agreements or arbitration awards to meet the March 15, 2017 completion deadline. The process, by necessity, is severely compressed in order to produce agreements or awards by the March 15 deadline.  If you do not have a waiver/extension of the March 15 deadline, TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE. First, you need to file a Request for Impasse Services with PERB. Parties, without a deadline extension, need to keep their calendars open in order to be able to meet the new timelines.  Click here for the emergency rules.
 

Cities and Counties with a March 15 Waiver

If you (1) had not ratified a proposed agreement, (2) had not received an arbitrator’s award, or (3) did not already have an agreement in effect by HF 291’s enactment date, you must start over under the new statute, beginning with the union’s presentation of its initial bargaining position in an open meeting, followed by the employer’s presentation of its initial bargaining position in another open meeting subject to the provision of Chapter 21. Click here for PERB’s transition guidance on how to begin the process.
 

K-12s, AEAs and Community Colleges

If you (1) had not ratified a proposed agreement, (2) had not received an arbitrator’s award, or (3) did not already have an agreement in effect by HF 291’s enactment date, you must start over under the new statute.  Your completion deadline is now June 30, but you must start the process over beginning with the union’s presentation of its initial bargaining position in an open meeting, followed by the employer’s presentation of its initial bargaining position in another open meeting subject to the provision of Chapter 21. Click here for PERB’s transition guidance on how to begin the process.
Resources

In addition, PERB’s website also contains the official CPI-U Midwest calculation chart (click here) which interest arbitrators will be using to determine the maximum percentage the arbitrator can award on the impasse item of base wages. Please monitor PERB’s website for additional information. 

 

Click here to view a clean version of Chapter 20, and for further information contact PERB at iaperb@iowa.gov. 
 

Legislative Tracking Tool

One of the important duties of the ISAC legislative team during session is to track legislation that is significant to counties. ISAC members can access these bills via our online tracking tool that provides links to the bills, affiliate affected, ISAC staff monitoring, and ISAC position. This can be found here: http://www.iowacounties.org/legislative/tracking-tool/.

Legislative Forums 
Most legislators conduct forums back in their home districts on Fridays and on the weekends to seek constituent feedback on a variety of topics. We strongly encourage ISAC members to attend these forums as these are effective tools to advance and address issues that are vital to counties. A link to these forums can be found here:

http://www.iowahouserepublicans.com/forums
http://iowahouse.org/forums/
http://www.senate.iowa.gov/democrats/events/
http://www.iowasenaterepublicans.com/events/
Click here to comment on bills, legislative interaction, etc. This legislative comment form is convenient to use and allows ISAC to receive feedback that is extremely helpful.
Governor Branstad to Speak During County Day at the Capitol
Governor Branstad will address ISAC members attending County Day at the Capitol at 11:15 am on March 8 in the Capitol Rotunda. Please plan to join us for this important event. Pre-registration has closed, but at-the-door registrations will be accepted. 
***Please note that the event begins in the State Historical Building with registration starting at 9:30 am. This is a new location from previous years. 

2017 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards - Call for Nominations

The Excellence in Action Award program is a competitive awards program that seeks to identify and recognize innovative county government employees, programs, and ISAC affiliates. Please encourage all county departments to apply. Awards will be presented at the 2017 ISAC Annual Conference which is being held August 23-25 in Des Moines. 

Click here to download the nomination form that contains details regarding criteria, guidelines and judging. This page also contains information and materials from past award winners. Please contact Robin Harlow, ISAC’s Innovation and Research Manager, at 515.369.7006 or rharlow@iowacounties.org with any questions.
ISAC Educational Webinar: Preservation with Purpose

Join representatives from Madison County from 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm on March 22 as they present Preservation with Purpose: How Historic Preservation Can Make a Tangible Difference in Your County. Click here to register! 

Historic preservation is uniquely positioned to capitalize on a community’s historic character, boost economic development and build local pride. In Iowa, two dozen county governments have established historic preservation programs and participate in the National Park Service’s Certified Local Government Program for Historic Preservation.  This webinar will explain how the program works and the potential benefits to your county. Madison County, which has a model preservation program, will be discussed as a case study. The chairs of the Madison County Board of Supervisors and the Madison County Historic Preservation Commission will share how they have used the program and how preservation has made a positive difference in their county. Presenters include: Brenda Hollingsworth, Madison County Historic Preservation Commission; Paula Mohr, State Historical Society of Iowa; and Aaron Price, Madison County Board of Supervisors. 
Derelict Building Grant Applications Due April 21

Small rural communities looking for assistance to help renovate or deconstruct abandoned commercial and public structures can apply for funding through the Derelict Building Grant Program. Applications for the next round of funding are due at 4:00 pm on April 21.  

The grant program, instituted by state legislation, helps rural Iowa communities with populations of 5,000 or less to deconstruct or renovate abandoned commercial and public structures. The program emphasizes reuse and recycling of building items, helps improve street appearance and commercial development, and alleviates the environmental concern these buildings can pose. Financial assistance includes asbestos removal, building deconstruction and renovation, and other environmental services.
Funding is awarded annually on a competitive basis. A committee from the Iowa DNR, Iowa Society of Solid Waste Operations, Iowa Recycling Association, Iowa Economic Development Authority and Keep Iowa Beautiful selects the projects for funding. For more information and to obtain an application on the Derelict Building Grant Program, contact Scott Flagg at 515.725.8318 or Scott.Flagg@dnr.iowa.gov. 

IGFI Annual Workshops
The Iowa Government Finance Initiative (IGFI) is holding “tool-based trainings” across the state for elected and appointed officials on issues relating to public finance and community and economic development. Click here to register online, for an event brochure and for all workshop details. The training dates and locations are as follows: 

April 6 – Ottumwa

April 13 – Storm Lake

April 20 – Altoona/Des Moines

April 27 – Mason City

May 4 – Atlantic

May 18 – Cedar Rapids
2017 Iowa Employment Conference

The 2017 Iowa Employment Conference which covers employment, training, benefits and wellness will be held on April 5-6 at The Meadows Events and Conference Center in Altoona. This two-day conference will feature leaders in employment and labor laws from around the Midwest who will present on timely and important topics for employers, including ACA updates, immigration law, harassment and retaliation developments, employee mental health and more. Click here for more information and to register. 

Contact Information:

Iowa State Association of Counties (ISAC)
5500 Westown Parkway, Suite 190, West Des Moines, IA 50266  

Phone: 515.244.7181 Fax: 515.244.6397

www.iowacounties.org
This ISAC Update is being sent to all ISAC members.
