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Connect with ISAC! 


  
  
The 2016 session of the 86th General Assembly will convene at 10:00 am on Monday, January 11. Though we are not coming off of an election, the House of Representatives will be noticeably different this legislative session. There will be a new Speaker of the House, House Majority Leader, and House Appropriations Committee Chair among other changes. We are entering the session with an optimistic attitude and belief that we can work with legislators and the Governor to find common sense solutions for some of the issues facing county governments. Click here to view the 2016 ISAC Legislative Priorities. 
Throughout the legislative session the daily floor debate is available to be viewed online, but as the session kicks off there are several special events that may be of interest as well. On Monday, shortly after gaveling in, the party leadership in each chamber will give opening remarks with a vision for the session ahead. On Tuesday, the House and Senate will convene in joint session at 10:00 am for the Condition of the State address by Governor Terry Branstad. On Wednesday at 10:00 am, another joint session will hear the Condition of the Judiciary address from Chief Justice Mark Cady. The daily floor action and special events noted above can be viewed live by clicking on the Senate Video or House Video links at the top of the Iowa Legislature website at www.legis.iowa.gov.
County Day at the Capitol

Master Matrix Construction Evaluation

Cadillac/Excise Tax Delayed

IRS Extends ACA Information Reporting Due Dates for 2015

2016 Standard Mileage Rates for Business, Medical and Moving Announced

New and Noteworthy
Spring School Registration Opens January 13
ISAC University – Last Chance
Statewide Supervisors Meeting – Registration is Open!
Mitigation Method for Iowa
Derelict Building Program
eFile Fliers
County Day at the Capitol
Please plan to attend County Day at the Capitol on Wednesday, March 9. This is a free event held annually to promote the importance of county government to the public and legislators. Lunch will be served, so pre-registration is required beginning at 8:30 am on Wednesday, January 13. Click here for more information. 

Master Matrix Construction Evaluation
If a county chooses to use the master matrix to evaluate applications for construction permits for large animal confinement operations, the board of supervisors must adopt a “construction evaluation resolution” annually. Click here for more information and materials related to adopting the 2016 resolution. According the DNR’s administrative rules, if the board of supervisors wants to use the master matrix between February 1, 2016 and January 31, 2017, the board of supervisors must submit an adopted “construction evaluation resolution” to the DNR between January 1 and January 31, 2016.

Cadillac/Excise Tax Delayed
Legislation has passed that will delay the Cadillac/excise tax for two years. The provision was included in a $1.1 trillion omnibus government spending and tax-break package. The delay of the Cadillac/excise tax is effective for 2018 and 2019, meaning that without further legislative adjustment or repeal, the tax will now be scheduled to take effect beginning in January 2020. Click here for more information for employers about the Affordable Care Act and the Cadillac Tax delay. 
IRS Extends ACA Information Reporting Due Dates for 2015
The IRS has issued guidance (Notice 2016-4) extending the due dates for the 2015 information reporting requirements for applicable large employers under section 6056 and for insurers, self-insuring employers, and some other providers of minimum essential coverage under section 6055.

The guidance extends from February 1, 2016, to March 31, 2016, the due dates for providing to individuals 2015 Form 1095-B, "Health Coverage," and 2015 Form 1095-C, "Employer-Provided Health Insurance Offer and Coverage." The guidance also extends -- from February 29, 2016, to May 31, 2016, if not filing electronically, and from March 31, 2016, to June 30, 2016, if filing electronically -- the due date for filing with the IRS 2015 Form 1095-B, 2015 Form 1095-C, 2015 Form 1094-B "Transmittal of Health Coverage Information Returns," and 2015 Form 1094-C, "Transmittal of Employer-Provided Health Insurance Offer and Coverage Information Returns".  Provisions regarding automatic and permissive extensions of time won't apply to the extended due dates.

Notice 2016-4 provides guidance to individuals who might not receive a Form 1095-B or Form 1095-C by the time they file their 2015 tax returns. For 2015, individuals who rely on other information received from employers about their offers of coverage for purposes of determining eligibility for the premium tax credit when filing their tax returns need not amend their returns once they receive their Forms 1095-C or any corrected Forms 1095-C. Also for 2015, individuals who rely on other information received from their coverage providers about their coverage for purposes of filing their returns need not amend their returns once they receive Form 1095-B or Form 1095-C or any corrections. According to the guidance, individuals don't have to include any of this information when filing their returns but should keep it with their tax records. Please contact Kristy Maitre at the Center for Agricultural Law and Taxation at ksmaitre@iastate.edu or 515.296.3810 with any questions. 
2016 Standard Mileage Rates for Business, Medical and Moving Announced  

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has issued the 2016 optional standard mileage rates used to calculate the deductible costs of operating an automobile for business, charitable, medical or moving purposes. Beginning on Jan. 1, 2016, the standard mileage rates for the use of a car (also vans, pickups or panel trucks) will be:

· 54 cents per mile for business miles driven, down from 57.5 cents for 2015

· 19 cents per mile driven for medical or moving purposes, down from 23 cents for 2015

· 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations

The business mileage rate decreased 3.5 cents per mile and the medical, and moving expense rates decrease 4 cents per mile from the 2015 rates. The charitable rate is based on statute. The standard mileage rate for business is based on an annual study of the fixed and variable costs of operating an automobile. The rate for medical and moving purposes is based on the variable costs. Taxpayers always have the option of calculating the actual costs of using their vehicle rather than using the standard mileage rates.

A taxpayer may not use the business standard mileage rate for a vehicle after using any depreciation method under the Modified Accelerated Cost Recovery System (MACRS) or after claiming a Section 179 deduction for that vehicle. In addition, the business standard mileage rate cannot be used for more than four vehicles used simultaneously.

These and other requirements for a taxpayer to use a standard mileage rate to calculate the amount of a deductible business, moving, medical or charitable expense are in Rev. Proc. 2010-51. Notice 2016-01 contains the standard mileage rates, the amount a taxpayer must use in calculating reductions to basis for depreciation taken under the business standard mileage rate, and the maximum standard automobile cost that a taxpayer may use in computing the allowance under a fixed and variable rate plan.

Spring School Registration Opens January 13
Registration and hotel rooms for the ISAC Spring School of Instruction open at 8:30 am on Wednesday, January 13. This year’s conference is being held on March 10-11 at the Des Moines Marriott Downtown. As in past years, you must register for the conference on the ISAC website prior to making your hotel reservations through the housing bureau website. A link and ID will be listed on your conference registration confirmation that will be emailed to you from us. Click here to register. Find all information on the Spring School website - http://www.iowacounties.org/meetings-and-events/spring-school-of-instruction/. 

If you do not get into the Des Moines Marriott Downtown and wish to stay there, please contact ksebern@iowacounties.org and request to be placed on the Marriott waiting list. She will contact everyone on the waiting list when rooms become available. Individuals will then need to log into the housing website and make their reservations on a first come, first served basis. Please make reservations at an alternate hotel prior to placing yourself on the waiting list. The waiting list does not guarantee that you will get a room at the Marriott.
ISAC University – Last Chance
Registration for ISAC University will close at 4:30 pm on Tuesday, January 12. Don’t miss out on this exciting conference! Click here for a full list of speakers and to register. 
Statewide Supervisors Meeting – Registration is Open!
Registration is now open for the 2016 Statewide Supervisors Meeting being held on Thursday, February 11 at the Embassy Suites Des Moines Downtown. Please click here for a full agenda and to register. 
Mitigation Method for Iowa
The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) will be holding a stakeholder meeting concerning the draft method for the mitigation of streams at 1:00 pm on Tuesday, January 12, 2016 in the north conference room in the DNR Water Supply offices on the second floor of the Wallace Building in Des Moines. At that time they will provide some background information and review the major components of the draft Iowa method. 
In 2008 the Army Corps of Engineers and EPA revised their mitigation requirements for projects that adversely impact the functions and values of streams and wetlands. Since that time, there continues to be a degree of uncertainty as to the quantitative and qualitative requirements for stream mitigation. Many states have worked with their Corps district to develop a method that includes a point system to determine both the impact caused by a project as well as a parallel system to determine mitigation. The Iowa DNR has been working with the Rock Island District for a couple of years to develop a stream mitigation method for the state of Iowa. DNR has had the advantage of examining the methods adopted by the Corps for other states and now has a draft method that they believe meets the requirements of the Corps and will streamline mitigation needs for Iowans. Before they submit the draft method to the Corps, they would like to gather input from as many stakeholders as possible.

If you cannot attend the meeting but would like to provide feedback, please send your comments to Claire Hruby at Claire.hruby@dnr.iowa.gov by February 15, 2016. 

Derelict Building Program

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Derelict Building Program offers Iowa communities’ financial assistance to address neglected structures that have sat vacant for at least six months and reside in a town or area of a county with fewer than 5,000 inhabitants. The Program’s main focus is landfill diversion through the recycling and reuse of building materials. Established in 2011, the program has assisted 56 communities, diverted over 35,000 tons of materials, and saved over $1 million in landfill disposal costs. The application deadline for our 2016 round of projects is February 26, 2016. For more information or assistance with the application process please contact Scott Flagg at 515.725.8318 or scott.flagg@dnr.iowa.gov or click here to learn more about the program.

eFile Fliers 
Please post and share the fliers linked below at the request of the Iowa Department of Revenue about the ease and value of efiling. Click on each title to download the fliers: eFile Flier, and General eFile Flier. Questions should be directed to Greg Stokke, IDR Program Manager of Taxpayer Services, at 515.281.5769. 
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