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ISAC Update: 1.16.15
Connect with ISAC! 


  
  
86th Iowa General Assembly, First Session, Week One
First Week of Session and Condition of the State
Condition of the Judiciary
Transportation Investment Video

Transportation Day
 Weekly Legislative Forums
New and Noteworthy
 Spring School Registration Opens January 21

 ISAC Conferences Q&A Webinar
 2015 Master Matrix Adoption Deadline Approaching
 IRS Raises Standard Mileage Rates
 Marketing Workshops
 Iowa Employment Conference
First Week of Session and Condition of the State

The 86th Iowa General Assembly gaveled in for the first time on Monday with speeches by Senate and House leadership with the common aspiration of pursuing bipartisan work.

On Tuesday, Governor Terry Branstad came before a joint convention of the General Assembly to present his Condition of the State Address titled “Together We Can.” Perhaps the theme was referring to the executive and legislative branches, as well as the Republican and Democratic parties, but ISAC will work to show that together we as different levels of government can accomplish a lot to serve our mutual constituents and taxpayers. In the address, Governor Branstad laid out his goals for the 2015 legislative session and a vision for moving Iowa forward. Several key points were welcomed and applauded by ISAC. The Governor expressed his commitment to address the investment that needs to be made in our state’s roads and bridges. 

As the caretakers of over 78% of the public road miles and over 75% of the public bridges in Iowa, counties have a vested interest in increased funding for horizontal infrastructure and it is one of ISAC’s top priorities this year. 

The Governor also renewed his desire to expand broadband access across the state to the unserved and underserved areas. ISAC supports broadband expansion to our rural areas and small communities as an educational and economic development asset, but this expansion cannot be accomplished at the expense of circumventing local control over cell tower siting and other ordinances. We look forward to working with the Governor and the Legislature to connect every Iowan through both technological and transportation infrastructure.

 

The remainder of the first week was filled with meetings with individual legislators, including Senate Majority Leader Mike Gronstal, House Minority Leader Mark Smith, the chairs of the Local Government Committees, and others to discuss ISAC’s top priorities and legislative objectives for the 2015 session. As the General Assembly settles in, week two will bring in many more bill drafts, committee and subcommittee meetings, and further discussions with legislators.

Condition of the Judiciary

On Wednesday, Chief Justice Cady gave the Condition of the Judiciary Address before a joint convention of the Iowa General Assembly. ISAC was recognized for the joint work we have doing with the Judicial Branch on courthouse and county building security. In light of recent events in Jackson and Madison Counties, there is an increased need to update the security measures in all county and court buildings. Over the coming year, ISAC will be continue to work with the Judicial Branch on providing counties with suggested guidelines and training resources aimed at making our buildings safer for county and judicial officials.

Transportation Investment Video
ISAC released a video and press release on Wednesday supporting an increase in transportation investment. Click here to view the video and a copy of the press release. We encourage you to share both with your legislators, local media, service groups, and constituents.

Transportation Day

Transportation Day at the Capitol will take place on January 28, 2015. This year’s theme will be “We Can’t Afford to Wait.” Stakeholder groups from all over the state will meet to advocate for increased funding for transportation infrastructure, and county officials are certainly encouraged to attend and participate. The activities of the day will begin at the Wallace Building in the Capitol Complex with registration at 8:00 am and remarks from Governor Branstad beginning at 8:30 am. Other scheduled speakers include the chairs of the Transportation Committees, representatives from the Department of Transportation, and “We Can’t Afford to Wait” partners including ISAC. Click here to view the event flier that contains all event information. Please plan to join us for Transportation Day on January 28, 2015. 

Weekly Legislative Forums
Below are links to the legislative forums held throughout the state. We encourage you to attend these forums in order to interact with your local legislators and educate them on the issues that counties are facing. Please print out and share ISAC’s legislative priorities handout with your legislators. After you have attended any of the forums, please take the time to submit a comment to ISAC that lets us know the feedback you received from your legislator using the online legislative comment form. This assists the government relations team in their work on the Hill. We also encourage you to visit the Capitol during the session to meet with your legislators. The government relations team enjoys seeing county officials at the Capitol throughout the week and working with them to further ISAC’s 2015 Legislative Priorities. 

http://www.iowahouserepublicans.com/forums
http://iowahouse.org/events/
http://www.iowasenatedemocrats.com/events
http://www.iowasenaterepublicans.com/events/
***Please note that some of these forums are out-of-date.

Spring School Registration Opens January 21

Registration for the 2015 ISAC Spring School of Instruction being held on March 12-13 at the Des Moines Marriott Downtown will open at 8:30 am on Wednesday, January 21. You must pre-register for the conference on the ISAC website prior to making hotel reservations through the online housing bureau. Information for making hotel reservations will be included on your meeting registration confirmation that will be emailed to you from ISAC. Click here for all spring school information – this will also include a link to register when registration is open. 
The morning that registration opens the Marriott fills up extremely quickly. If you do not get a room at the Marriott but wish to stay there, please send a request to Kelsey Sebern, ksebern@iowacounties.org, to be placed on the Marriott waiting list. She will send out an email when rooms become available at the Marriott at which time they will be open on a first come, first served basis through the regular housing bureau process. The waiting list is not a guarantee that you will get a room at the Marriott, so please make alternate reservations at one of the other ISAC conference hotels as a backup. We hope that this process will clear up some of the frustrations surrounding the conference housing process. 
ISAC Conference Q&A Webinar

Where is the coffee? Why is the Marriott sold out already? Why is ISAC changing conference dates?

Please join Kelsey Sebern, ISAC Meeting/Event Administrator, and other members of the ISAC staff at 1:30 pm on Tuesday, January 20 for this webinar that will offer answers to the most commonly asked questions regarding ISAC conferences and events. Kelsey is looking forward to introducing herself and to listening to your concerns. She is enthusiastic about making improvements to upcoming conferences based on your feedback. 

Specific concerns from the fall school post-conference survey as well as any additional questions will be addressed. Please send any questions/comments in advance of the webinar to rbennett@iowacounties.org. A standard question and answer period will conclude the webinar as well.

2015 Master Matrix Adoption Deadline Approaching
This is one last reminder that participating boards of supervisors must submit an adopted “construction evaluation resolution” to the DNR before January 31, 2015. Click here for submittal instructions. If you have any questions please contact Gene Tinker at the DNR at 515.210.1593. 
IRS Raises Standard Mileage Rates

The IRS has issued the 2015 optional standard mileage rates used to calculate tax deductions for operating a vehicle for business, charitable, medical or moving purposes. Beginning on January 1, 2015 the standard mileage rates will be 57.5 cents per mile for using a vehicle for business purposes, up from 56 cents in 2014. The standard mileage rate for business is based on an annual study of the fixed and variable costs of operating an automobile. 

Mileage rates for using a vehicle for medical or moving purposes will be 23 cents per mile, and the rates for miles driven in service of charitable organizations will be 14 cents per mile.
 
Taxpayers always have the option of claiming deductions based on the actual costs of operating their vehicle rather than the standard mileage rates.

Marketing Workshops
The DNR will be holding a series of low-cost marketing workshops in Ankeny in early 2015. Click here for more information including a registration form. 
Iowa Employment Conference 
The 8th Annual Employment, Training, Benefits, and Wellness Conference will be held on April 22-23, 2015 at The Meadows Events and Conference Center in Altoona. This conference is the largest of its kind, offering over 50 informative, interactive and educational sessions delivered by some of the top employment lawyers, payroll professionals, workforce development leaders and many others in Iowa and surrounding states. Click here for more information including an early bird registration form. 
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