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ISAC Update: 4.18.14
Connect with ISAC! 


  
  
85th Iowa General Assembly, Second Session, Week Fourteen
As the 100th day of Session approaches next Tuesday, April 22 and as a result the set end of per diem expenses for legislators, it remains uncertain if they will adjourn on time. There are many differences that still need to be worked out in conference committee on Appropriations bills and other legislation. 

Senate Makes Changes to Health and Human Services Appropriations
Broadband Expansion/Cell Siting
Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund
Mass Notification Systems
Section 42 Housing Legislation Passes House
Treasurers’ Technical Bill to the Governor
Status of Appropriations Bills as of 4.18.14
Weekly Legislative Forums

New and Noteworthy
 ISAC Seeking Speakers

 NACo Presidential Appointments
 ISAC HIPAA Training
 ISAC Accepting Excellence in Action Awards Nominations

 NACo Juvenile Justice Forum
Government Finance Officers Conference
Innovations in American Government Awards
Senate Makes Changes to Health and Human Services Appropriations

The Senate Appropriations Committee passed the Health and Human Services (HHS) Appropriations bill, HF 2463, on Thursday with a major amendment making significant changes that included removing the House language that would have placed a 25% cap on county cash fund mental health and disability services balances and new language that would push back the clawback of county funding brought on by the expansion of Medicaid off for another year. The Senate will debate the bill early next week, and it will then be moved into conference committee for final deliberation.
Click here to comment on HHS appropriations. 
Broadband Expansion/Cell Siting

HF 2472 (formerly HF 2329), the House’s version of the broadband expansion bill, passed out of the Ways and Means Committee on Tuesday. In working with other stakeholders on the troubling components, namely the cell tower siting division, ISAC remained registered undecided in hopes of reaching an amicable agreement that maintained local control and kept in place protections for property owners. It has become clear that a compromise is not possible given the unwillingness of proponents to make any movement on the cell siting language. ISAC is now registered against HF 2472. While we believe broadband expansion is still a worthwhile endeavor, the progress that might be made as a result of the bill should not be gained by trading away local control of zoning and land use decisions.

Click here to comment on broadband expansion/cell siting. 
Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund
SSB 3217 was introduced last week and passed out of a subcommittee of the Senate Ways and Means Committee on Tuesday. The bill increases the state sales and use tax for distribution to the natural resources and outdoor recreation trust fund, and increases the amount of income under which the state income tax will not be imposed. A 2010 Constitutional amendment requires the dedication of increased revenue from the next increase in the state sales and use tax, up to 3/8%, to the natural resources and outdoor recreation trust fund. The fund is used for the advancement of soil conservation, water quality, trails, parks, wildlife habitat protection, and other natural resource and conservation initiatives. The bill increases the state sales and use tax by 0.125% (1/8) each of the three calendar years 2016 through 2018. In an attempt to offset this increase, the bill also contains an income tax break for lower income Iowans. Currently married individuals and surviving spouses making less than $13,500 and all others making less than $9,000 per year are not subject to the state income tax. The bill increases those thresholds incrementally over the same three year period up to $35,200 and $30,700, respectively, for tax year 2018 and each year after. 

The sales tax increase dedicated to the natural resources and outdoor recreation trust fund is an ISAC objective and we strongly support this legislation. With the session winding down, it is important that this bill moves quickly if it has a chance of getting through this year. Please contact your legislators to express support for SSB 3217. You may also contact the members of the Senate Ways and Means Committee to encourage them to keep it moving.

Click here to comment on the natural resources and outdoor recreation trust fund.
Mass Notification Systems

HF 2465 (formerly HF 2371) passed the House unanimously on Wednesday.  The bill creates a mass notification and emergency messaging system fund for the purpose of developing a statewide system.  The system could be used by counties with approval by the state.  The appropriation to fund the system is being considered in the conference committee for HF 2450, the Justice Systems appropriations bill.  ISAC is registered in favor of HF 2465.

Click here to comment on mass notification systems.
Section 42 Housing Legislation Passes House

HF 2466, a bill dealing with the assessment of Section 42 housing, passed out of the House on Tuesday.  For a full summary of the bill please click here to see last week’s update. The bill was approved by a subcommittee of the Senate Ways and Means Committee on Wednesday, but was postponed from being considered by the full committee. ISAC is registered against HF 2466.

Click here to comment on Section 42 housing legislation.
Treasurers’ Technical Bill to the Governor
The House concurred with the Senate amendment to HF 2273 and passed it with a vote of 93-0. Once the bill is enrolled it will be sent down to the Governor. The bill allows for the destruction of drainage levy assessments after 10 years from which the assessment was paid in full and strikes requirements that drainage district assessments be paid in cash. The Senate struck the title credit for spouses from the bill and allows a credit for a vehicle to be claimed for only six months after the vehicle is junked, traded, transferred, or sold.

Click here to comment on the treasurers’ technical bill.
Status of Appropriations Bills as of 4.18.14
	SF 2130
	Transportation, Infrastructure, and Capital
	Passed both chambers, awaiting Governor's signature

	SF 2342
	Administration and Regulation
	Back to Senate with House amendment

	SF 2347
	Education
	In conference committee

	HF 2449
	Judicial Branch
	Passed both chambers, awaiting Governor's signature

	HF 2450
	Justice Systems
	In conference committee

	HF 2458
	Agriculture and Natural Resources
	Passed House and eligible for debate in Senate

	HF 2460
	Economic Development
	Passed House and eligible for debate in Senate

	HF 2463
	Health and Human Services
	Passed House and eligible for debate in Senate

	SF 2349
	Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund (RIIF)
	In conference committee

	HF 2473
	Standing Appropriations
	Passed House Appropriations Committee


Weekly Legislative Forums
Below are links to the legislative forums held throughout the state. We encourage you to attend these forums in order to interact with your local legislators and educate them on the issues that counties are facing. After you have attended any of the forums, please take the time to submit a comment to ISAC that lets us know the feedback you received from your legislator using the online legislative comment form. This assists the government relations team in their work on the Hill. We also encourage you to visit the Capitol during the session to meet with your legislators. The government relations team enjoys seeing county officials at the Capitol throughout the week and working with them to further ISAC’s 2014 Legislative Priorities. 

http://www.iowahouserepublicans.com/forums
http://iowahouse.org/events/
http://www.iowasenatedemocrats.com/events
http://www.iowasenaterepublicans.com/events/
***Please note that some of these forums are out-of-date.

ISAC Seeking Speakers

ISAC is searching for speakers for basic and advanced budgeting seminars to be held during the New County Officers School in January 2015. If you are interested in teaching new county officials about county budgeting or refreshing the incumbents, or know of someone who would be perfect for the job, please contact Stacy Horner at shorner@iowacounties.org. 

NACo Presidential Appointments

NACo First Vice President Riki Hokama will soon be making his presidential appointments. The Presidential Appointments Application Form must be completed by everyone who wants to be considered for a leadership or committee appointment on a standing or ad hoc committee for the 2014 - 2015 presidential year.  The application form will be available online at NACo's web site by clicking here beginning April 24, 2014. More information is also available at the site. The deadline for submitting your application is June 6, 2014.  Please direct any questions you may have to Karen McRunnel at 202.942.4238 or kmcrunne@naco.org. 

ISAC HIPAA Training

ISAC will host a HIPAA Training from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm on Thursday, May 1. The training will be held at Stoney Creek Hotel and Conference Center (5291 Stoney Creek Ct, Johnston, IA 50131), and lunch will be included. Alissa Smith, Partner, Dorsey & Whitney LLP, will serve as the presenter, and the training will focus on the ISAC Sample HIPAA Policies. County and regional HIPAA compliance officers are encouraged to attend. The training fee is $35. Click here to register and for more information. Registration will close at 4:30 pm on Wednesday, April 23. Please contact ISAC at 515.244.7181 with any questions.

ISAC Accepting Excellence in Action Nominations

ISAC is now accepting nominations for the 2014 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards. The Excellence in Action Awards Program is a competitive awards program that seeks to recognize innovative county government employees, programs and projects. Please click here for more information, rules and to apply. This year the program is offering a short, online, preliminary nomination form for ease of use. The deadline for nominations is Friday, April 25. Contact Robin Harlow at rharlow@iowacounties.org if you have any questions regarding the program.
NACo Juvenile Justice Forum

Join NACo in Cook County, Illinois on May 8-9 as county leaders and experts from across the country discuss juvenile justice reforms that make the system more fair and effective, examples of where these reforms are working, and how the MacArthur Foundation’s Models for Change Initiative can help your county improve public safety. Click here for more information and to register. 
Government Finance Officers Conference

The Great Plains Government Finance Officers Association Spring Conference is scheduled for May 14-15 at Mammel Hall, University of Nebraska at Omaha. There are several great speakers and topics scheduled for the conference. It is also a fantastic networking opportunity. Click here for additional information.

Innovations in American Government Awards

Applications are now being accepted for the $100,000 Innovations in American Government Awards. Offered by Harvard Kennedy School’s Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation, the Innovations Award is the nation’s premier award for the public sector. It recognizes programs that demonstrate creative and effective government at its best. Click here for applications and additional information. Applications are due on June 20, 2014. 

Contact Information:

Iowa State Association of Counties (ISAC)
5500 Westown Parkway, Suite 190, West Des Moines, IA 50266  

Phone: 515.244.7181 Fax: 515.244.6397

www.iowacounties.org
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