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A county employee can accompany the DNR on a site inspection; must either give 24-hours notice to the applicant or have the applicant’s permission





The Board must conduct an evaluation of the application using the master matrix and submit an “adopted recommendation” to the DNR to approve or disapprove based on the matrix, or may be based on board’s own comments or public comments the board receives, “regardless of the results of the master matrix”; the board’s adopted recommendation must include the specific reasons for the decision and any supporting documentation, and must include a completed matrix.





County Has Option to Hold a Public Hearing on the Application





County Must Publish a Notice that the Board has Received the Application In a General Circulation Newspaper in the County 


As Soon as Possible, but “no later than 14 days after receipt by the county”





County Must Notify the DNR that the county has received the application “according to the procedures required” by the DNR








Copy of Permit Application Including Supporting Documents Received by the Designated County Officer on Behalf of the Board.





Permit Application Can be withdrawn at Any Time w/o prejudice














County evaluation of the application must be received by the DNR “not later than 30 days following the applicant’s delivery of the application” to the DNR





Applicant may request a continuance at any time; DNR may impose one on its own at any point in the process








Upon written request, the county must forward to a county resident a copy of the board’s adopted recommendation, and any county comments sent to the DNR, and the DNR’s responses





Regardless of whether county acts in a timely fashion or not, DNR must approve or disapprove application within 60 days of receipt of application by DNR





Possible DNR responses:





If the county’s adopted recommendation is to approve the application, and DNR concludes it meets the requirements of Chapter 455B, DNR shall approve the application;





If the county’s adopted recommendation is to disapprove the application based on the matrix, DNR evaluates the application.  If the DNR concludes that the application does not meet the requirements of Chapter 455B, the application fails; if the DNR concludes that the application does meet the requirements of Chapter 455B, DNR then applies the master matrix – if it passes it is approved; if it fails it is disapproved.





If the county’s adopted recommendation is to approve the application, and DNR concludes it does not meet the requirements of Chapter 455B, DNR shall disapprove the application (or work with the applicant to remedy the deficiencies in the application)





If the county’s adopted recommendation is to disapprove the application the application based on comments, DNR determines if the application meets the requirements of Chapter 455B.  If it does, it is approved, if it does not, the application is disapproved (or DNR works with the applicant to remedy the deficiencies in the application); DNR shall respond to county comments in writing.





DNR Shall Deliver Notice of Its Decision to the Applicant and the County within 3 days of the Decision





Applicant Can Request a Hearing Before Environmental Protection Commission or an ALJ; request must come within 14 days of receipt of notice of decision








County Can Request a Hearing Before the Environmental Protection Commission; request must come within 14 days of notice of decision





Decision within 35 days; Decision is final agency action; can be appealed to district court pursuant to Chapter 17A





Application is received by DNR; DNR requires the applicant to also “deliver” a copy of the application to the county
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