ORDINANCE NO. __________

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO BICYCLE EVENTS ON COUNTY ROADS

The Board of Supervisors of the County of ________________ ordains as follows:
SECTION 1.  FINDINGS

1. County roads are not designed for bicycles.  According to the National Highway Traffic Administration, bicycling results in more emergency room admissions than any other sport or activity.  Large organized bicycle events that use County roads create a unique risk of injury to bicycle riders.  Allowing such rides puts the County, and County taxpayers, at risk for lawsuits and large damage awards.

2.  The County wants to encourage large organized bicycle events, while at the same time protecting the County from liability.  The County has a legitimate interest in protecting itself from liability for injuries associated with the use of County roads.  The best way to do that is to require that large organized bicycle events procure insurance that includes the County as an additional insured.

3.  Even with this ordinance in place, full opportunity will continue to exist on County roads and on other County property for the free flow of ideas, and the exercise of freedom of speech.
SECTION 2.  DEFINITIONS
1.    "County" means the County of ____________________, State of Iowa.

2.  "Bicycle event" means an organized procession or assemblage of more than  ____(number)_____________ (     ) bicycle riders on one or more County roads in the unincorporated portion of the County, when one or more of the following conditions also applies:

a. The event is publicly advertised, which may include but is not limited to Internet, radio, newspaper, flier or email advertising; or

b. A registration fee or donation is charged or requested for participation in                   the event.

3.  "Person" means any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company, or organization of any kind.

4.  "Board of Supervisors" means the Board of Supervisors of the County or its designee.

SECTION 3.  INSURANCE REQUIRED
      No person shall organize, operate, or participate in, any bicycle event in the County unless the event has liability insurance coverage as provided in this ordinance.
SECTION 4.  PROOF OF INSURANCE
1. Form.  The Board of Supervisors shall provide a proof of insurance form.  An authorized representative of the bicycle event shall file a completed proof of insurance form with the Board of Supervisors as set forth below.
2. Filing Deadline. A completed proof of insurance form for a bicycle event shall be filed with the Board of Supervisors no less than three (3) days before the date on which it is proposed to conduct the bicycle event.
3. Content. The proof of insurance form shall set forth the following information:
a.    The name, address and telephone number of the person or persons 
 seeking to conduct such bicycle event;

b.  If the bicycle event is proposed to be conducted by, or on behalf of, an organization, the address and telephone number of the organization, and of the authorized agents of such organization;

c. The date and time when the bicycle event is to be conducted;

d. The route to be traveled;
e. The approximate number of bicycles riders that will participate in the bicycle event.
4. Certificate of Insurance.  Attached to completed proof of insurance form, the authorized representative of the bicycle event shall provide to the Board of Supervisors a certificate of insurance showing that the representative has obtained comprehensive general liability insurance in the minimum amount of one million dollars ($1,000,000) to cover property damage and/or injuries, including death, to any persons in connection with the activities conducted in accordance with the bicycle event. The certificate shall include an additional insured endorsement page that names the County, and its officers, employees, agents, and representatives as additional insureds.  
5. Fee.  No bicycle event permit fee or filing fee shall be charged by the Board of Supervisors.

6. Deficiencies.  The Board of Supervisors shall advise the authorized representative of the bicycle event in writing of any deficiencies in the completed proof of insurance form within 24 hours of the filing of the form with the Board of Supervisors.
SECTION 5.  WAIVER OF LIABILITY
If bicycle event participants are required to sign a waiver of liability, the waiver shall include language waiving any claim against the County and its officers, employees, agents, and representatives.
SECTION 6.  COUNTY INFRACTION
The violation of any provision of this ordinance is a county infraction which shall be punishable by a civil penalty of seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00).  If the infraction is a repeat offense, it shall be punishable by a civil penalty of one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each repeat offense. A separate offense shall be deemed to have been committed for each day or portion of a day that a violation continues.
 SECTION 7.  SEVERABILITY CLAUSE


If any of the provisions of this ordinance are for any reason illegal or void, then the lawful provisions of this document, which are separable from the unlawful provision shall be and remain in full force and effect, the same as if the ordinance contained no illegal or void provisions.

SECTION 8.  EFFECTIVE DATE
This ordinance shall be in effect upon its final passage, approval and publication as provided by law.

Adopted and passed by the __________________ County Board of Supervisors on this _________ day of ________________, 2008.




_____________________________________________




Chairperson


     ATTEST:  ______________________________________________


                     County Auditor
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