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ISAC Update: Dated 5.6.10
Government Relations 

 ACTION NEEDED! FMAP Extension in Legislative Limbo
 COBRA Subsidy Extended to May 31
 Start Us Up USA Rally
 ISAC Legislative Webinar
ACTION NEEDED! FMAP Extension in Legislative Limbo

A six month extension of ARRA's enhanced Medicaid federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) is currently in legislative limbo. The extension, which would carry the FMAP through June 2011, was included in a package of tax extenders (H.R. 4213) which has passed both chambers of Congress, but in different form. The measure now is before the House but it is not clear how House leaders intend to proceed. Action Needed:

 
1) Urge Representatives to sign-on to the FMAP Dear Colleague being circulated by Representatives Pingree (D-Maine), Baldwin (D-Wisc.), Green (D-Texas)and Capps (D-Calif.).

2) Contact Senate offices to urge swift action on the extension before the Memorial Day Recess. 

Click here for the letter, and please click here for delegate contact information. If you have any questions, please contact Paul Beddoe, NACo Associate Legislative Director, at 202.942.4234 or pbeddoe@naco.org. 

COBRA Subsidy Extended to May 31 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) established a 65% federal subsidy to assist employees who lost their jobs due to the recession pay the cost of their COBRA health insurance premiums.  This subsidy will help workers continue the same health insurance coverage for themselves and their families that they had prior to losing their jobs. 

The Continuing Extension Act of 2010, which was enacted on April 15, reinstated the ARRA COBRA subsidy which had expired on March 31, 2010. As a result, workers who are involuntarily terminated from employment between September 1, 2008, and May 31, 2010, may be eligible for a 65% subsidy of their COBRA premiums for a period of up to 15 months.

Start Us Up USA 

This Friday, May 7 at 4:00 pm, the Iowa Nebraska Equipment Dealers Association will be organizing a rally near the State Capitol to urge Congress to re-authorize the federal highway bill, and to highlight the need for additional state and federal road money.  County officials are invited to attend.  Guest speakers include Congressman Tom Latham.  Click here for a press release that includes additional information.  ISAC is a co-sponsor of the event. If you have any questions, please contact Mary Beth Mellick at 515.244.7181 or mbmellick@iowacounties.org.
ISAC Legislative Webinar

The ISAC Legislative Webinar was held on Wednesday, May 5. Thank you to those of you who attended. We hope you found it to be very beneficial. For those of you who couldn’t attend, we have placed the webinar on our website. We have included the entire webinar with sound which can be viewed using the latest version of Windows Media Player. We have also included the PowerPoint presentation in both PPT and PDF formats. If you have any troubles with these files or any questions for any of the presenters, please don’t hesitate to contact ISAC at 515.244.7181 or rbicego@iowacounties.org.  Click here to view the webinar. Click here for a copy of the 2010 ISAC Summary of Legislation.
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ISAC Golf Scholarship Fundraiser

The 6th ISAC Scholarship Golf Fundraiser is being held on July 14, 2010, at A.H. Blank Golf Course in Des Moines. We are now accepting golfers, mini-golfers and sponsors. This year’s event hosts, the Iowa State Association of County Supervisors, are looking forward to another successful event! Please sign up TODAY, spots are limited! Click here for more information, registration and sponsor forms, and a list of sponsors. 

ATTENTION NON-GOLFERS: Mini-golf (putt putt) is being offered for the first time this year. Only $30 includes a round of mini-golf, lunch, and dinner! Sign up today! 

ISAC is on Twitter

The Iowa State Association of Counties will now be using Twitter to communicate with county officials. Please follow us at www.twitter.com/iowacounties to receive to-the-minute updates and ISAC news. If you have any questions or need help getting signed up, please contact Rachel Bicego. 

Anatomy of Iowa Floods: Preparing for the Future
Community symposiums to help people better understand recent flooding in Iowa and how we can better plan and prepare for future flooding will take place in five communities this summer. The events titled “Anatomy of Iowa Floods: Preparing for the Future,” will take place from 4:00-6:00 pm in the following locations:

· Burlington: Wednesday, June 16, at the City Council Chambers

· Cedar Rapids: Monday, June 21, at Kirkwood Comm. College Training & Outreach Services Bldg.

· Waverly: Wednesday, June 30, at the Waverly-Shell Rock High School Auditorium 

· Mason City: Wednesday, July 14, at the North Iowa Community College Muse Norris Center

· Ames: Monday, July 19, at the Ames City Council Chambers 

Click here for more details or contact Joe Bolkcom at joe-bolkcom@uiowa.edu or (319) 353-2681.

Workshop: Protecting Your Dam from Failure

The DNR dam safety staff and a national trainer will present tips to maintain and protect newer and aging dams from structural failure at an all-day workshop on May 20 in Atlantic at the Cass County Agricultural and Education Association, 805 West Tenth Street. This workshop is designed for the owners and operators of larger dams, but owners of smaller dams are also welcome and will benefit from the workshop. Click here for more information and to register, or contact Jonathan Garton, DNR, at 515.281.6940 or jonathan.garton@dnr.iowa.gov.
Iowa Trails Summit

Many of you have seen “Save the Date” information for the 1st Annual Iowa Trails Summit being held on June 18-19, 2010 in Waterloo/Cedar Falls. Registration is now open online, and further information is available:

· Click here for location maps, contact info, poster, sponsors, and a link to register.

· Click here for online registration, a brochure, and a schedule of events.

The conference involves a diverse group of trail organizations representing virtually every trail user group--including motorized and non-motorized, equestrian and water sports. The Iowa DOT is joining 18 other state, local and regional groups to promote this event.

Recreational Trail Project Applications

Due to a lack of funding for state FY 2011, the Iowa Department of Transportation (DOT) will not be able to accept State Recreational Trail (SRT) project applications for either the July 1, 2010 and/or January 2, 2011 round.  However, the DOT is still planning to accept Federal Recreational Trail (FRT) and Statewide Transportation Enhancement (STE) project applications that are due October 1, 2010 and detailed here.  Please feel free to contact Yvonne Diller at 515.239.1252 or Yvonne.diller@dot.iowa.gov with questions concerning the SRT or FRT programs or Craig Markley at 515.239.1027 or craig.markley@dot.iowa.gov with any STE questions.

Sustainable Planning Conference

1000 Friends of Iowa in cooperation with the Iowa Department of Public Health and Iowans Fit for Life are presenting: Sustainable Planning – The Concept and Experience in Iowa. The conference will be held on Tuesday, June 29 at the Holiday Inn, Mercy Campus in Des Moines. Click here for more information and to register.  

Best Practices Tip of the Month: Effective Written Warning

Click here for the May Best Practices Tip on Composing an Effective Written Warning from TALX Learning Solutions.

NACo Steering Committee Nominations
The nomination process for membership on NACo policy steering committees is underway.  As a NACo steering committee member, you are responsible for debating and creating national policies and priorities affecting counties and serve as NACo’s front line in their grassroots efforts.  Committees meet at the NACo legislative and annual conferences and one other time during the year.  You will be responsible for your own travel.

You may receive a form by calling the ISAC office at 515.244.7181 or you can click here to download the nomination form.  Please be as thorough as possible in completing the nomination and grassroots forms and send it to us no later than June 21, 2010.  The nomination form must be sent to your state association, so please do not send your forms directly to NACo.  You can mail or email the forms to:

William R. Peterson, Executive Director

Iowa State Association of Counties

501 SW 7th Street, Suite Q

Des Moines, Iowa 50309-4540

Or

bpeterson@iowacounties.org
The nominations are processed in our office and will be forwarded to NACo by June 30, 2010 for approval by the incoming NACo President after the NACo Annual Conference in July.  NACo will announce your appointment in September 2010.  Please feel free to contact us with any questions.

FREE! NACo Webinars

NACo offers a number of webinars that are free to members. Please click here for a list of webinars and registration information. Please take advantage of these extremely beneficial tools.

NACo Presidential Appointments

NACo is inviting you to submit your application for a leadership and/or committee appointment for 2010-2011.  President-elect Glen Whitley becomes the NACo president at the Annual Business meeting on July 20th and will at that time officially announce his leadership team, including his at-large appointments to the NACo and NACoRF Boards of Directors. Click here for the Presidential application form that will be available beginning April 16. The deadline for submitting your application is June 4. Click here for a presidential appointment memorandum that contains more information on the appointments. 

NACo County Forum on the Green Economy

NACo will be holding a County Forum on the Green Economy at the Chicago Botanic Garden June 17-18 in Glencoe (Cook County), Illinois. Click here for an informational flyer that contains the draft agenda and a registration form.  The cost to participate is $100, and – through grants and corporate support – NACo is able cover up to two nights’ hotel accommodations for as many as three county officials each from NACo member counties.  The last day to register is May 14, and space is limited.

NACo Webinar: Health Care and the Rural Economy

NACo will be hosting a webinar entitled Health Care and the Rural Economy: How Rural Health Works Can Benefit Your County on May 11 at 1:00 pm – 2:15 pm CST. This webinar will describe the Rural Health Works model and the significant impact of the health care sector on the economies of rural counties. Learn how your county can both strengthen the local health care system and promote community economic development. Click here for more information and to register. 

New Funding Opportunities for Rural Counties

County governments are eligible for three recently announced funding opportunities from USDA Rural Development that address rural housing, business development, telemedicine and distance learning.  These new funding opportunities represent a sample of the many USDA Rural Development programs utilized by counties. The agency also operates loan and grant programs utilized by rural communities for development of water/wastewater infrastructure, community facilities, broadband, housing, renewable energy and business development. Please click here for more information.

