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ISAC Update: Dated 5.27.10
Government Relations 

Action Needed! County Action Needed on Farm Bill Reauthorization 
 ISAC Legislative Policy Committee
 COBRA Subsidy Extended to May 31
Action Needed! County Input Needed on Farm Bill Reauthorization

The 2008 Farm Bill does not expire until 2012, but the debate has already begun and House Agriculture Committee Chairman, Collin Peterson (D-Minn.), is accepting comments through June 14 that will be an official part of the Committee’s Farm Bill field hearing record.  Chairman Peterson held a series of hearings in Washington, D.C. and across the country over the past two months because he believes programs may need changed and he wants plenty of time for a full airing of views. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack testified at the first Farm Bill hearing and expressed the Administration’s commitment to focus on funding regional rural development initiatives in the next Farm Bill, a longstanding NACo priority.  Since then, the field hearings have been almost entirely focused on farm safety net programs, which NACo supports, but other critical county priorities deserve attention as well.  For instance, USDA Rural Development programs assist counties in maintaining and developing the infrastructure necessary for farmers to stay competitive and help counties develop home grown businesses that offer the good paying jobs necessary for any vibrant community. 

NACo provided testimony regarding these county priorities in late March.  However, the House Agriculture Committee needs to hear directly from county officials.  The Farm Bill is a massive piece of legislation which authorizes a broad range of programs that are critical to rural counties.  These programs include funding for rural water/wastewater infrastructure, community facilities, broadband expansion, housing, renewable energy, support for new farmers and business development initiatives.  

Action Needed: Urge Members of the House Committee on Agriculture, through their online feedback form, to:
1) Support an enhanced commitment to USDA Rural Development programs in the next farm bill, especially key infrastructure and business development programs that support the agricultural sector and the retention and attraction of new businesses.  USDA Rural Development’s programs for water/wastewater infrastructure, community facilities, broadband and business development are key ingredients for county economic development efforts.   

2) Support the Administration’s proposed Rural Innovation Initiative or similar rural development strategies which focus on making USDA’s investments more efficient and effective by rewarding strategic regional approaches to rural development that allow counties and their regional partners to focus on their local economic assets, priorities and goals.

3) Support enhanced funding for Renewable Energy development, especially programs that assist local governments in their efforts to develop renewable energy and increase energy efficiency.

4) Ensure that all farm programs recognize that youth play a vital role in sustaining American agriculture and rural communities.  New programs and updates to old programs are needed so that it is possible for young and beginning farmers to survive and thrive in the modern agricultural economy.

Comments should be submitted using the House Agriculture Committee’s online feedback form at http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/feedbackform.html - Comments are due by June 14, 2010. 
If you have any questions, please contact Erik Johnston, NACo Associate Legislative Director, or 202.942.4230.
ISAC Legislative Policy Committee

The inaugural meeting of the ISAC Legislative Policy Committee was held in the board room at Metro Waste Authority in Des Moines on Wednesday, May 26. The committee currently has 29 appointees and 24 were able to attend. Wayne Walter, Winneshiek County Treasurer and ISAC 2nd-Vice President, chaired the meeting.  

Linda Hinton provided an overview of the new legislative policy development process and the status of the objectives from the past session. The Committee discussed the proposals from last session and provided significant input to staff research that needs to be done before the next meeting of the committee on August 26 and 27. During this meeting the Committee will begin developing the 2011 Legislative Proposals. On the morning of Thursday, August 26, the committee will review both individual and affiliate proposals for objectives and policy statements for 2011. Affiliates may make presentations of their platforms on that morning, if they so choose. All proposals need to be sent to ISAC before August 15 using the Legislative Policy Request Form. These forms are the official avenue through which proposals are brought to the full committee. Please click here for more information about and to download a Legislative Policy Request Form. 
COBRA Subsidy Extended to May 31 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) established a 65% federal subsidy to assist employees who lost their jobs due to the recession pay the cost of their COBRA health insurance premiums.  This subsidy will help workers continue the same health insurance coverage for themselves and their families that they had prior to losing their jobs. 

The Continuing Extension Act of 2010, which was enacted on April 15, reinstated the ARRA COBRA subsidy which had expired on March 31, 2010. As a result, workers who are involuntarily terminated from employment between September 1, 2008, and May 31, 2010, may be eligible for a 65% subsidy of their COBRA premiums for a period of up to 15 months.
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ISAC Golf Scholarship Fundraiser

The 6th ISAC Scholarship Golf Fundraiser is being held on July 14, 2010, at A.H. Blank Golf Course in Des Moines. We are now accepting golfers, mini-golfers and sponsors. This year’s event hosts, the Iowa State Association of County Supervisors, are looking forward to another successful event! Please sign up TODAY, spots are limited! Click here for more information, registration and sponsor forms, and a list of sponsors. 

ATTENTION NON-GOLFERS: Mini-golf (putt putt) is being offered for the first time this year. Only $30 includes a round of mini-golf, lunch, and dinner! Sign up today! 

ISAC Summer Office Hours

The ISAC Office will be going to summer hours from May 24, 2010 to September 10, 2010.  Our regular office hours during that time will be from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday.
ISAC is on Twitter

The Iowa State Association of Counties will now be using Twitter to communicate with county officials. Please follow us at www.twitter.com/iowacounties to receive to-the-minute updates and ISAC news. If you have any questions or need help getting signed up, please contact Rachel Bicego. 

NACo Annual Conference

Register today for the 2010 NACo Annual Conference being held in Reno (Washoe County), Nevada, July 16-20. Click here for a list of featured speakers, educational seminars, and much more. Register online before June 5 and save your county $25. 

NACo Webinar TODAY! ARRA Innovation Borrowing Tools Available for Counties

Charged with developing strategies for creating jobs and spurring economic activity under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), the U.S. Treasury Department administers a number of innovative borrowing tools that have relevance for county governments. Join this webinar to learn how these new programs have reduced borrowing costs and attracted new investors to municipal bond markets. An expert from the Treasury Tax Counsel's office, Mr. John Cross, will provide an overview of the Recovery Zone and other bond programs under current law and discuss the potential impact of pending legislation on these programs. Click here to register for the webinar. Please contact Matthew Fellows or 202.942.4256 with any questions.

The U.S. Treasury is interested in hearing about your projects and what they can do to make them as successful as possible. To address as many of your questions as possible, please e-mail your questions to RecoveryActQuestions@do.treas.gov.

IWiLL Seeking Volunteers

The campaign team for Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy (IWiLL) is recruiting volunteers and members for a speaker’s bureau. These volunteers will be trained. If you are interested in getting trained and helping with the campaign, please contact Rosalyn Lehman or 515.202.7720. For more information, please visit www.iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org.
Iperb Newsletter: May 2010

Please click here to download the May 2010 Iperb Newsletter.

FREE! NACo Webinars

NACo offers a number of webinars that are free to members. Please click here for a list of webinars and registration information. Please take advantage of these extremely beneficial tools.

Des Moines Register Editorial Alert
The Des Moines Register has asked us to invite our members to receive an e-mail alert when The Des Moines Register¹s editorial is ready to be published Monday through Friday, usually sometime in the afternoon. They’re sending this invitation to leaders around the state because they hope to promote a broader conversation about issues important to Iowans. Sign up by clicking here. You can also friend The Des Moines Register Opinion page on Facebook by clicking here.

Energy Independence in Action Publication

The Energy Independence in Action publication is meant to inform about the Iowa Clean Cities Coalition’s (ICCC) activities as well as possible funding opportunities for transportation sector upgrades. The ICCC is proactively seeking partnerships across the state that will further Iowa’s goal of reducing fossil fuel dependence and cutting emissions for a healthier environment.  If your county is seeking information about grant opportunities, energy industry contacts, or the latest in hybrid technologies applications, please feel free to contact Brian Crowe or 515.725.2066. Click here for the May 2010 issue of the publication. 
Anatomy of Iowa Floods: Preparing for the Future
Community symposiums to help people better understand recent flooding in Iowa and how we can better plan and prepare for future flooding will take place in five communities this summer. The events titled “Anatomy of Iowa Floods: Preparing for the Future,” will take place from 4:00-6:00 pm in the following locations:

· Burlington: Wednesday, June 16, at the City Council Chambers

· Cedar Rapids: Monday, June 21, at Kirkwood Comm. College Training & Outreach Services Bldg.

· Waverly: Wednesday, June 30, at the Waverly-Shell Rock High School Auditorium 

· Mason City: Wednesday, July 14, at the North Iowa Community College Muse Norris Center

· Ames: Monday, July 19, at the Ames City Council Chambers 

Click here for more details or contact Joe Bolkcom at joe-bolkcom@uiowa.edu or 319.353.2681.

NACo Steering Committee Nominations
The nomination process for membership on NACo policy steering committees is underway.  As a NACo steering committee member, you are responsible for debating and creating national policies and priorities affecting counties and serve as NACo’s front line in their grassroots efforts.  Committees meet at the NACo legislative and annual conferences and one other time during the year.  You will be responsible for your own travel.

You may receive a form by calling the ISAC office at 515.244.7181 or you can click here to download the nomination form.  Please be as thorough as possible in completing the nomination and grassroots forms and send it to us no later than June 21, 2010.  The nomination form must be sent to your state association, so please do not send your forms directly to NACo.  You can mail or email the forms to:

William R. Peterson, Executive Director

Iowa State Association of Counties

501 SW 7th Street, Suite Q

Des Moines, Iowa 50309-4540

Or

bpeterson@iowacounties.org
The nominations are processed in our office and will be forwarded to NACo by June 30, 2010 for approval by the incoming NACo President after the NACo Annual Conference in July.  NACo will announce your appointment in September 2010.  Please feel free to contact us with any questions.

NACo Presidential Appointments

NACo is inviting you to submit your application for a leadership and/or committee appointment for 2010-2011.  President-elect Glen Whitley becomes the NACo president at the Annual Business meeting on July 20th and will at that time officially announce his leadership team, including his at-large appointments to the NACo and NACoRF Boards of Directors. Click here for the Presidential application form that will be available beginning April 16. The deadline for submitting your application is June 4. Click here for a presidential appointment memorandum that contains more information on the appointments.
