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2010 County Day at the Capitol 

We want to thank all of you who attended the 2010 County Day at the Capitol on Thursday, March 4. The event was a huge success even though some legislators were absent due to the funeral of Speaker Murphy’s mother. It was a great opportunity to spend the day networking and speaking with legislators to bring county issues from all affiliates to the forefront. A special thanks to all of you who helped to set up and operate your affiliate booths. We had great responses from legislators, Capitol visitors, and fellow county officials who now have a better understanding of affiliate responsibilities. Although the day was great, there is always room for improvement. If you have any questions, concerns, or input for making the event better in the future, please contact Rachel at rbicego@iowacounties.org or 515.244.7181. 

The Second Funnel
The Iowa legislature uses a funnel process to move the session along by eliminating from consideration policy bills that haven’t reached a certain point in the process.  The second funnel, when bills have to be out of Committee in the other chamber (House files out of Senate Committee, Senate files out of House Committee) was this week.  Here is a recap of where bills that ISAC is either for or against are at the end of the week.

There are only two bills that ISAC opposes other than the funnel proof property tax related bills that survived.  One is HF 777, the Open Meetings, Open Records bill that creates a public information board.  The other is HF 2339, a bill that would create an opportunity for reimbursement rate increases for waiver services.  We will continue to work to see that these bills are not enacted.

On the plus side, bills that ISAC opposed that did not survive the funnel included all of the labor bills (choice of doctor, fair share, prevailing wage, and minimum sick time) and SF 2327, a bill that would have increased the requirements for meeting minutes publication.

There were only three bills that ISAC favored that did not make the funnel.  One would have required the state to provide discharge documents to the county veterans’ commissions and one would have allowed video conferencing by the courts.  The courts have suggested that they can accomplish the latter by rule.  Finally, the LOST-TIF compromise bill held over from last year in the Senate did not make it out of the Senate Local Government Committee.  

The following policy bills that ISAC is in support of survived the second funnel:


HF 234



Mental Health Parity


HF 2183


State Board of Health


HF 2475/SF 2235

Deliverable Fuels


HF 2496


Recycling


HF 2503/SF 2310

Natural Resources Trust Fund


HF 2512


Vehicle Weight Limits


SF 2254


County Treasurer Powers


SF 2265


Smart Planning


SF 2266


Local Public Health


SF 2328


Treasurers Collections


SF 2329


ICN Commission


SF 2353


ICN Services


SF 2357


Gun regulation and no contact orders

The following four bills that ISAC supported have made it through the process and have been sent to the Governor:  HF 2407, Recorders Technical (signed); SF 2194, Election Technical (pending); SF 2196, Election Policy (signed); and SF 2199, Manufactured Housing Use Tax (pending).

Axle Weights

The axle weight bills, SF 2315 and HF 2512, have generated a lot of discussion at the Capitol this week.  The bills provide new weight limitations to vehicles with 6 or 7 axles traveling on non-interstate highways.  The Senate bill originally provided the weight limitations for vehicles carrying grain, fertilizer, agricultural lime, or agricultural chemicals that currently apply to livestock and construction vehicles.  The bill was amended in the Senate Transportation Committee to extend the same weight limits that currently apply to livestock and construction vehicles to commercial motor vehicles, with the exception of special trucks.  Senate File 2315, as amended, would also require the driver to obtain a commercial driver’s license.  The House companion bill, HF 2419, failed the second funnel, which effectively kills SF 2315.  HF 2512 mirrors SF 2315 as amended and is a leadership bill and is, therefore, funnel proof.  ISAC is registered in support of these bills.  

Iowa Public Employees Retirement System

As currently written, HF 2518 makes changes to public retirement systems, including IPERS. The bill reduces IPERS benefits not yet earned by regular members and raises contributions for them above the rate set in current law. Regular members are those who are not sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, or working in a protection occupation such as police officers, firefighters, and correctional officers. 

 

The contribution rate for regular members would increase to 13.45% on July 1, 2011. (Without the bill, the rate would be 11.05% on July 1, 2011.) The bill also raises the limit on how much contributions for regular members can change each year from 0.5 percentage point to 1.0 percentage point.  

The following benefit changes would occur July 1, 2012: 
(a) Increase the time to vest from four to seven years. 
(b) Change the average wage used in the benefit formula from the average of a member’s highest three annual salaries to the average of the highest five annual salaries.
(c) Increase the amount benefits are reduced for early retirement. This would affect only people who retire before reaching normal retirement age. 

The bill also includes transition rules that preserve the benefits current employees have already earned. Those benefits can never be lowered. 
The bill extends a provision for restoring wage credits for mandatory unpaid time and extends it to union bumping. The bill also extends a one-month bona fide retirement provision for licensed health care professionals in county and city hospitals, and creates a bona fide retirement exception for National Guard members called to active state duty. 

Finally, the bill creates a cancer and infection disease presumption bill for employees in protection occupations. In determining benefits for those unable to work because of a disability caused by cancer or an infectious disease, IPERS would presume the disability occurred on the job. 

The IPERS bill will ultimately come out of the appropriations committee so there are no funnel concerns connected with it. 
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Register Today for the 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction

You can still register for the 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction to be held March 24-25, at the Downtown Des Moines Marriott and Renaissance Savery Hotels. 
Please bookmark http://www.iowacounties.org/SpringSchool.htm. It is updated often with all the conference information that you will need. The ISAC educational seminars are the newest addition. 

2010 ISAC University

The 2010 ISAC University will now be held April 19-20, 2010, at the West Des Moines Marriott. Please join us for this exciting day-and-a-half conference that will give you down-to-earth training on how to become an effective leader.  The conference will provide unique content that is packed with powerful success strategies.  The dynamic speakers will give you practical information that you can begin using as soon as you return home. Click here for more information including a full agenda and to register. 

ISAC NACo Representative

Pursuant to the ISAC By-Laws, notice is hereby given that ISAC is accepting applications for the position of ISAC NACo (National Association of Counties) representative.  The ISAC NACo representative is selected by the ISAC Board of Directors. Please click here for more information and for an application.

ISAC is on Twitter
The Iowa State Association of Counties will now be using Twitter to communicate with county officials. Please follow us at www.twitter.com/iowacounties to receive to-the-minute updates and ISAC news. If you have any questions or need help getting signed up, please contact Rachel Bicego. 

NACo Webinar: Prescription Discount Card
Join NACo for a free webinar entitled “Prescription Discount Card: A Tough Times Solution for Your Residents” on Thursday, March 18, from 1:00 pm – 2:15 pm. Find out what 1,300 other counties already know about how easy it is to provide your residents with big savings on their medicine costs by participating in NACo’s Prescription Discount Card Program. Program experts from NACo, CVS Caremark, and fellow county officials will describe how the free NACo member benefit program has resulted in $250 million in savings for residents across the country. Register today to learn how easy it is to implement the program and start saving! The discount card program includes all the support, resources, and media/press materials so you can provide another “tough-times” solution to your residents. Too good to be true? Find out for yourself. To register, click here. If you have any questions please contact Andrew Goldschmidt or 202.942.4221
Byrne-JAG and RSAT Grants

The Governor’s Office of Drug Control Policy (ODCP) is now accepting applications for the State’s portion of the federal Byrne-Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) and Residential Substance Abuse Treatment (RSAT) programs. April 5 is the deadline for submitting JAG and RSAT applications online to ODCP, which intends to announce the recipients of grant awards by June 1. For more information on the JAG or RSAT programs, go to ODCP’s website at http://www.iowa.gov/odcp or contact Dennis Wiggins at 515.242.6391 or dennis.wiggins@iowa.gov. 
Watershed Year: Lessons Learned – Preparing for the Future
In anticipation of the release of the book, A Watershed Year: Anatomy of the Iowa Floods of 2008, the UI Center for Global and Regional Environmental Research (CGRER) is organizing a program to highlight the book’s publication and to focus attention on the challenges ahead as we better prepare for the floods of the future. The program will be held on Tuesday, March 9, from 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm at the Iowa State Historical Building in Des Moines. Click here for more information and the program agenda.
Build with Bags™ Grant Program

The primary goal of Build with Bags™ (BWB) is to tackle an environmental concern that has been receiving a great deal of attention – the use of plastic (and to some degree) shopping bags. There was a grant program developed to support the BWB program’s primary goal of increasing plastic bag recycling. This grant program was initiated to support “closing the plastic bag loop” by demonstrating how recycled plastic bags can be re-used in the manufacturing of outdoor furniture and equipment. For more information regarding the program, please click here. 
IPPA Educational Opportunity

The Iowa Public Procurement Association (IPPA) is offering an educational opportunity for public purchasers. The class, entitled Legal Aspects of Public Procurement, will be held on April 12-14 at the Hoover Building (1305 East Walnut, Level A, Conference Room 8, Des Moines). Please click here for more information or contact Judy Lehman with any questions, j.lehman@cedar-rapids.org or 319.286.5022. 

IWILL Fact Sheet

Click here for an updated version of the “Fact Sheet/Coalition Membership.”  It has been updated with the most recent additions to the Honorary Campaign Committee and the Coalition membership.  If you have any questions regarding the campaign, please contact Mark Langgin, Campaign Manager, at marklanggin@gmail.com or 515.707.0266. 

DNR Watershed Planning Grants

If you’re interested in creating a local group to improve your community’s lake, stream or river, DNR Watershed Planning Grants can help you get started. The DNR is now accepting applications for the grants, which help local groups develop comprehensive, long-term Watershed Management Plans to improve rivers, lakes and streams on the state’s impaired waters list. These plans identify problems in the watershed and propose solutions for better water quality. Groups can request $10,000 to $50,000 in grant funding to create a plan. Please click here for more information.
Plan for National County Government Month
Start planning today to celebrate National County Government Month (NCGM) in April. This year’s theme is “Healthy Counties.” A NCGM booklet full of ideas to celebrate NCGM contains a draft proclamation, news release, suggested community activities and more. Booklets will soon be mailed to each member county and can also be found online by clicking here.
Program. The Trailblazer program encourages local and county governments to engage the public in their performance measurement and reporting processes with the aim of attaining greater alignment between the public's point of view and government's actions and priorities. Applications for 2010 are due by March 15. Please click here for more information and the application form.
Census Day Promotional Materials

Census Day is April 1, 2010. You can make your community part of this important nationwide civic event by displaying a 2010 census poster (or several) in public areas. Most posters are 16”x20” and may be displayed from February through May 2010. Click here for the selection of posters. You may request posters, brochures, and other census promotional items through your local Census Bureau partnership specialist. Please click here to find the specialist for your county.

Iowa Water Conference

“Pulling It All Together: Policy, Programs and Practices” is the theme for the 2010 Iowa Water Conference to be held March 8-9, 2010 in Ames. The conference will feature the Iowa Stormwater Conference and the Iowa Agriculture and Environment Conference. This year the Iowa DNR Sourcewater Protection Program will also be leading several sessions. The goal of the Iowa Water Center is to offer a conference that provides networking and collaboration opportunities for major water initiatives in Iowa and to provide an opportunity for water professionals and the public to communicate. Please click here for more information and to register for the conference.
