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ISAC Update: Dated 3.12.10
Government Relations 
( Open Meetings/Open Records Breezes through Senate
( Revenue Estimating Conference Meets

Open Meetings/Open Records Breezes through Senate

This year’s version of Open Meetings/Open Records reform, HF 777, passed the Senate 35-13 on Wednesday.  Hopefully, the passage of the bill was largely symbolic since Wednesday was Dubuque Night and the champion of OMOR reform was now retired Senator Connolly from Dubuque, who was replaced in the Senate by the floor manager of the bill, Pam Jochum from Dubuque.  

The bill is a strike-and-replace amendment that creates the Iowa Public Information Board. This new board would investigate and resolve complaints of open meetings/open records law. ISAC is opposed to HF 777 for two reasons: the complaint process through the Attorney General’s office and the county attorneys works well, and the new Board will cost in the vicinity of $600,000 per year. ISAC will continue to work with the coalition of interests to kill this bill on the House side.

Revenue Estimating Conference Meets

The Revenue Estimating Conference met yesterday, Thursday, March 11, and announced new revenue projections that show a slight improvement for the current and upcoming fiscal year.  But lawmakers say it’s not enough to give them the boost they need to make up for budget shortfalls.  In the current fiscal year, lawmakers will have $900,000 more at their disposal than last projected in December.  This is down $682.4 million from the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2008 and $531.9 million less than the past fiscal year.  In FY 2011, the state will have an additional $33.1 million, less than a 1% growth from the current year and still a nearly 11% decrease since 2008.  Lawmakers don’t plan on spending the extra money, but instead, adding it to the state’s cash balance. 
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2010 County Financial Overview Now Available
Please click here for the 2010 County Financial Overview. Please contact Mary Beth Mellick or 515.244.7181 if you have any questions. 
2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction

Pre-registration has ended for the 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction to be held March 24-25, at the Downtown Des Moines Marriott and Renaissance Savery Hotels. All further registration may take place at the conference. All ISAC hotel room blocks have also closed. You will no longer be able to receive the special ISAC hotel rate. For questions regarding your conference hotel reservations, you may contact your hotel directly. 
Please bookmark http://www.iowacounties.org/SpringSchool.htm. It is updated often with all the conference information that you will need. The ISAC educational seminars are the newest addition. See you at the spring school!
2010 ISAC University

The 2010 ISAC University will now be held April 19-20, 2010, at the West Des Moines Marriott. Please join us for this exciting day-and-a-half conference that will give you down-to-earth training on how to become an effective leader.  The conference will provide unique content that is packed with powerful success strategies.  The dynamic speakers will give you practical information that you can begin using as soon as you return home. Click here for more information including a full agenda and to register. 
ISAC NACo Representative

Pursuant to the ISAC By-Laws, notice is hereby given that ISAC is accepting applications for the position of ISAC NACo (National Association of Counties) representative.  The ISAC NACo representative is selected by the ISAC Board of Directors. Please click here for more information and for an application.
ISAC is on Twitter
The Iowa State Association of Counties will now be using Twitter to communicate with county officials. Please follow us at www.twitter.com/iowacounties to receive to-the-minute updates and ISAC news. If you have any questions or need help getting signed up, please contact Rachel Bicego. 
Governor's Iowa Environmental Excellence Awards
The State of Iowa is now accepting applications for the 2009 Governor’s Iowa Environmental Excellence Awards. These awards are the premier environmental honors in Iowa, recognizing leadership and innovation in the protection of Iowa’s water, land and air. Click here for more information and an application. The application deadline is March 31, 2010.
Unemployment Hearings
Click here for this month's unemployment best practices tip provided by TALX entitled Unemployment Appeal Hearings: The Importance of First-Hand Evidence.
Save the date: County Jail Diversion Forum

NACo, in partnership with Allegheny County, will be hosting a County Jail Diversion Forum May 5 - 6 in Allegheny County, Pa. Learn about Allegheny County’s Jail Collaborative and its efforts to divert individuals with mental illness from the criminal justice system. This two-day forum will feature a site visit as well as educational sessions focused on Allegheny County’s diversion efforts, successes, and challenges. This is a great opportunity to learn more about county diversion and how these efforts can be of use in counties nationwide. Contact Kati Guerra or 202.942.4279 with any questions regarding the forum. 
Rural Road Safety Webinar Series

Please join NACo on Thursday, March 25, from 1:00 pm - 2:15 pm, for the second in a series of three webinars, dedicated to the basics of County Action Plans, Strategic Highway Plans, and Road Safety Audits (RSA). Each year, road accidents continue to devastate families and counties. Participants will learn about the benefits of a county RSA and the legal issues surrounding safety audits. This webinar is co-sponsored by the Federal Highway Administration, the National Association of County Engineers, and NACo. To register, click here. Contact Cindy Wasser or 202.942.4274 with any questions. 
Webinar on NACo’s Prescription Discount Card Program
Please join NACo on Thursday, March 18, from 1:00 pm - 2:15 pm, to find out what 1,300 other counties already know about how easy it is to provide your residents with big savings on their medicine costs by participating in NACo’s Prescription Discount Card Program. Program experts from NACo and CVS Caremark, as well as county officials will describe how the free NACo member benefit program has resulted in $250 million in savings for residents across the country. Register today to learn how easy it is to implement the program and start saving! Too good to be true? Find out for yourself. To register, click here. If you have any questions, please contact Andrew Goldschmidt or 202.942.4221.
Byrne-JAG and RSAT Grants

The Governor’s Office of Drug Control Policy (ODCP) is now accepting applications for the State’s portion of the federal Byrne-Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) and Residential Substance Abuse Treatment (RSAT) programs. April 5 is the deadline for submitting JAG and RSAT applications online to ODCP, which intends to announce the recipients of grant awards by June 1. For more information on the JAG or RSAT programs, go to ODCP’s website at http://www.iowa.gov/odcp or contact Dennis Wiggins at 515.242.6391 or dennis.wiggins@iowa.gov. 
IWILL Fact Sheet

Click here for an updated version of the “Fact Sheet/Coalition Membership.”  It has been updated with the most recent additions to the Honorary Campaign Committee and the Coalition membership.  If you have any questions regarding the campaign, please contact Mark Langgin, Campaign Manager, at marklanggin@gmail.com or 515.707.0266. 
