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ISAC Update: Dated 6.21.10
Government Relations 

Call for Legislative Policy Request Forms
 Disaster Prevention (Smart Planning) Grant Program
 IDED Stakeholder Survey
Smart Planning Webinar
Call for Legislative Policy Request Forms

Legislative Policy Request forms are now being accepted by ISAC. The forms are to be filled out by affiliates or individual members of ISAC and returned to lhinton@iowacounties.org by August 15, 2010. The forms are the official avenue through which proposals are introduced to the full ISAC Legislative Policy Committee (LPC) during their meeting on August 26-27. Click here for more information on the ISAC LPC and to download the form. 

Disaster Prevention (Smart Planning) Grant Program

The Iowa Finance Authority (IFA) is hosting several regional meetings in June and July to educate city and county leaders about the I-JOBS Disaster Prevention Grant Program. Governor Chet Culver signed an extension of the original I-JOBS legislation in April, which included the creation of the Disaster Prevention Grant Program. The program makes available $30 million for grants to cities and counties to assist in the development and completion of construction of local public buildings in a manner that mitigates damages from future disasters, including flooding. Only cities and counties are eligible applicants. The Iowa Finance Authority (IFA) administers the program, and the I-JOBS Board of Directors will review and approve applications for funding. Please click here for more information and a list of meeting dates, locations and times.
IDED Stakeholder Survey

As part of the Iowa Department of Economic Development (IDED) strategic planning, they are seeking comments, suggestions and observations from key stakeholder groups. Please take a few minutes before Wednesday, June 30 to give them your insights and concerns through this survey. Survey link: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2010ExternalStakeholders
Smart Planning Webinar

ISAC, Iowa League of Cities, Iowa Association of Regional Councils, and ISU Extension are collaborating on a one-hour “Iowa Smart Planning Webinar” for city and county officials and planning and zoning commissioners on Wednesday, July 7 at 1:00 pm and 7:00 pm. The Iowa Smart Planning Law was passed by the Iowa legislature and signed by the Governor in April. Gary Taylor of ISU Extension will discuss the key elements of the law, the implications of the law on planning and zoning in Iowa cities and counties, and lessons we may be able to learn from other states that have adopted similar laws over the past 20 years.  Among other things, the law created a Smart Planning Taskforce to make recommendations for improving local comprehensive planning.  Mr. Taylor, who is also a member of the Taskforce, will provide his insights into the work that the Taskforce must undertake before November 15, when its report is due to the Governor and the legislature. More details on the webinar will be sent out in the near future. If you have any questions please contact Mary Beth Mellick or 515.244.7181. 
New and Noteworthy
 ISAC Scholarship Golf Fundraiser
ISAC Summer Office Hours
 ISAC is on Twitter
NACo Annual Conference
NACo Green Government Initiative Survey
NACo Offers Green Infrastructure Training Scholarships
GIS Seminars
IWiLL Campaign Volunteers
FREE! NACo Webinars
 Anatomy of Iowa Floods: Preparing for the Future
ISAC Golf Scholarship Fundraiser

The 6th ISAC Scholarship Golf Fundraiser is being held on July 14, 2010, at A.H. Blank Golf Course in Des Moines. There are still a few openings available for golfers, mini-golfers and sponsors. This year’s event hosts, the Iowa State Association of County Supervisors, are looking forward to another successful event! Please sign up TODAY, spots are very limited! Click here for more information, registration and sponsor forms, and a list of sponsors. 

ATTENTION NON-GOLFERS: Mini-golf (putt putt) is being offered for the first time this year. Only $30 includes a round of mini-golf, lunch, and dinner! Sign up today! 

ISAC Summer Office Hours

The ISAC Office will be going to summer hours from May 24, 2010 to September 10, 2010.  Our regular office hours during that time will be from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday.
ISAC is on Twitter

The Iowa State Association of Counties will now be using Twitter to communicate with county officials. Please follow us at www.twitter.com/iowacounties to receive to-the-minute updates and ISAC news. If you have any questions or need help getting signed up, please contact Rachel Bicego. 

NACo Annual Conference

Register today for the 2010 NACo Annual Conference being held in Reno (Washoe County), Nevada, July 16-20. Click here for a list of featured speakers, educational seminars, and much more. 

NACo Green Government Initiative Survey
The National Association of Counties (NACo) is conducting a very brief survey to better understand the role of sustainability initiatives in America's counties, which, in turn, will help shape the organization's direction and delivery of services to members like you.

The survey contains ten questions and should take no more than 15 minutes to complete online.  Please forward this survey on to the elected officials and staff most qualified to speak to your county's work on sustainability and environmental issues. Please complete the survey by Friday, June 25. For any survey related questions, please contact Sarah Sunderman, NACo Research Assistant, at ssunderman@naco.org or 202.942.4228
Survey link:

http://naco.qualtrics.com/WRQualtricsSurveyEngine/?SID=SV_88F2ISTpO1R6AxS&_=1
NACo Offers Green Infrastructure Training Scholarships
NACo will offer scholarships to the Conservation Fund’s introductory “Conservation Planning using Green Infrastructure” course, September 13-17, in Shepardstown, West Virginia. The NACo scholarship will cover the $950 course fee for a limited number of elected officials and staff from NACo member counties. To request more information and an application, please contact Cindy Wasser or 202.942.4272. Applications are due by July 26.
GIS Seminars

The Schneider Corporation is hosting a number of educational seminars titled “X Marks the Spot…a treasure trove of GIS solutions for local governments”. This seminar is comprised of case studies from local governments that show how they have implemented GIS solutions to solve problems, reduce costs, and improve service to their constituents. Please click here to register and for more information including dates and locations for these events.
IWiLL Campaign

Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy is the name of the campaign to raise awareness about the a historic opportunity in November 2010 to vote in support of an Iowa constitutional amendment establishing a trust fund to preserve Iowa’s natural resources and outdoor recreational opportunities.  Trust fund revenue will aid in conservation of agricultural soils and improve water quality and natural areas in Iowa, including parks, trails, and fish and wildlife habitat. Click here to learn more. Hundreds of Iowa organizations and individuals are working together, under the banner of Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy. Here are two fun ways you can help over the next few weeks.  We need volunteers to staff booths at and pass out materials at these events:

Des  Moines Arts Festival-June 25-27 (Des Moines) – we will be handing out materials and provide a children’s activity (a water mural) – attendance is expected to be around 200,000 visitors. http://www.desmoinesartsfestival.org
80/35 Music Festival-July 3-4 (Des Moines) – we will be handing out materials at the booth and in the crowd. http://80-35.com
Roz Lehman is coordinating volunteers for these events.  Please email or call her if you can help at 515.202.7720 or rlehman@tnc.org.
FREE! NACo Webinars

NACo offers a number of webinars that are free to members. Please click here for a list of webinars and registration information. Please take advantage of these extremely beneficial tools. 
Anatomy of Iowa Floods: Preparing for the Future
Community symposiums to help people better understand recent flooding in Iowa and how we can better plan and prepare for future flooding will take place in five communities this summer. The events titled “Anatomy of Iowa Floods: Preparing for the Future,” will take place from 4:00-6:00 pm in the following locations:

· Burlington: Wednesday, June 16, at the City Council Chambers

· Cedar Rapids: Monday, June 21, at Kirkwood Comm. College Training & Outreach Services Bldg.

· Waverly: Wednesday, June 30, at the Waverly-Shell Rock High School Auditorium 

· Mason City: Wednesday, July 14, at the North Iowa Community College Muse Norris Center

· Ames: Monday, July 19, at the Ames City Council Chambers 

Click here for more details or contact Joe Bolkcom at joe-bolkcom@uiowa.edu or 319.353.2681.

