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ISAC Update: Dated 7.8.10
Government Relations 

Job Bill Update: FMAP Extension Stalls Again
Smart Planning Grant Funding
Smart Planning Webinar
LSA Fiscal Topics - IPERS
INRCOG COG Connection – July/August 2010
Call for Legislative Policy Request Forms
Job Bill Update: FMAP Extension Stalls Again

Keep Contacting Members of Congress on the Importance of Extending FMAP Relief. The U.S. Senate failed on Thursday, June 24 to muster enough votes for a jobless benefits bill that included a provision to extend an enhanced federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) Medicaid matching rate for states for six months. The bill includes a pared-back provision to extend higher Medicaid reimbursement for the states, to $16 billion from $24 billion. However, a procedural vote to end a filibuster was 57-41, three votes short of what was needed to advance the bill. The U.S. House of Representatives stripped out a 6-month extension of the enhanced FMAP from its version of the bill last month as it worked to bring down the cost of the legislation. The latest Senate version of the jobs bill would phase out the enhanced FMAP rate during the course of the six month extension. Iowa’s federal FMAP matching rate would drop beginning January 2011 and return to the original match rate on July 1, 2011. It is vital that Congress pass the FMAP extension to help Iowa counties continue meeting the needs of individuals with mental illness or developmental disabilities.   

Smart Planning Grant Funding

Iowa’s smart planning legislation provides a $30 million appropriation to cities and counties that implement smart planning principals, contingent on approval by the Iowa Finance Authority (IFA). Counties interested in applying should go to the IJOBS web site. Prior to completing an application, a Notice of Intent to Apply is required. The Notice is due by July 24. According to the web site, IFA will review each Notice and determine whether your proposed project is eligible to apply for funds. You will then receive a password and link to the actual online application. The deadline for the first round of applications is August 2. Subsequent rounds, if any, will be at the discretion of the board as funding is available. Click here for additional information on smart planning, including updates on the Smart Planning Task Force. For additional information, contact Mary Beth Mellick at mbmellick@iowacounties.org.
Smart Planning Webinar

ISAC, Iowa League of Cities, Iowa Association of Regional Councils, and ISU Extension collaborated on a one-hour “Iowa Smart Planning Webinar” for city and county officials and planning and zoning commissioners on Wednesday, July 7. The Iowa Smart Planning Law was passed by the Iowa legislature and signed by the Governor in April. Gary Taylor of ISU Extension discussed the key elements of the law, the implications of the law on planning and zoning in Iowa cities and counties, and lessons we may be able to learn from other states that have adopted similar laws over the past 20 years.  Among other things, the law created a Smart Planning Taskforce to make recommendations for improving local comprehensive planning. Mr. Taylor, who is also a member of the Taskforce, provided his insights into the work that the Taskforce must undertake before November 15, when its report is due to the Governor and the legislature. Click here to view the PowerPoint presentation or full webinar.
LSA Fiscal Topics - IPERS

Click here to view the June 2010 issue of the Legislative Services Agency (LSA) publication Fiscal Topics that focuses on the Iowa Public Employees’ Retirement System (IPERS).
INRCOG COG Connection – July/August 2010

Click here to view the July/August 2010 issue of INRCOG’s publication Cog Connection.
Call for Legislative Policy Request Forms

Legislative Policy Request forms are now being accepted by ISAC. The forms are to be filled out by affiliates or individual members of ISAC and returned to lhinton@iowacounties.org by August 15, 2010. The forms are the official avenue through which proposals are introduced to the full ISAC Legislative Policy Committee (LPC) during their meeting on August 26-27. Click here for more information on the ISAC LPC and to download the form. 

New and Noteworthy
 ISAC Scholarship Golf Fundraiser
2010 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards
ISAC Summer Office Hours
 ISAC is on Twitter
Energy Funding Grants Program
Watershed Planning Grants
NACo Offers Green Infrastructure Training Scholarships
FREE! NACo Webinars
 Anatomy of Iowa Floods: Preparing for the Future
ISAC Golf Scholarship Fundraiser

The 6th ISAC Scholarship Golf Fundraiser is being held on July 14, 2010, at A.H. Blank Golf Course in Des Moines. There are still a few openings available for golfers and mini-golfers. If you would like to play, please call Brad Holtan at 515.244.7181. We will accept golfers and mini-golfers on the day of the event until we are filled up. Click here for more information, registration and sponsor forms, and a list of sponsors. **ATTENTION NON-GOLFERS: Mini-golf (putt putt) is being offered for the first time this year. Only $30 includes a round of mini-golf, lunch, and dinner! 
2010 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards

The Excellence in Action Award Program is a competitive awards program which seeks to recognize innovative county government employees, programs, and projects. The 2010 awards will be given out during the general session at the 2011 ISAC Spring School of Instruction on Wednesday, March 23. Please click here for more information including instruction on the application process. 
ISAC Summer Office Hours

The ISAC Office will be going to summer hours from May 24, 2010 to September 10, 2010.  Our regular office hours during that time will be from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday.
ISAC is on Twitter

The Iowa State Association of Counties will now be using Twitter to communicate with county officials. Please follow us at www.twitter.com/iowacounties to receive to-the-minute updates and ISAC news. If you have any questions or need help getting signed up, please contact Rachel Bicego. 

Energy Funding Grants Program

The Iowa Office of Energy Independence is currently seeking proposals for community-based energy projects through the Power Fund Community Grants Program. A total of up to $850,000 is available during this application period. There is a maximum per project award of $50,000 with a 1 to 1 match required. The deadline for applications is July 30, 2010 at 4:00 pm. All interested applicants are encouraged to review the RFP application and may apply online at: www.iowagrants.gov. Potential applicants may download an IGEMS presentation with instructions on the Iowa Grants Management System registration process. Click here for more information. 
Watershed Planning Grants

The DNR is opening the third round of Watershed Planning Grants, which help local Iowa groups find solutions for improving Iowa’s lakes, streams and rivers. Counties can get started by calling for a consultation to discuss ideas and have questions about the grant application process and watershed improvement answered. Applications are due September 1. Planning grants offer $10,000 to $50,000 to develop Watershed Management Plans that address problems and create solutions for waters on the state’s impaired waters list. Local or regional groups, organizations or agencies (public or private) are eligible to apply. Click here for more information from the DNR Website.
NACo Offers Green Infrastructure Training Scholarships
NACo will offer scholarships to the Conservation Fund’s introductory “Conservation Planning using Green Infrastructure” course, September 13-17, in Shepardstown, West Virginia. The NACo scholarship will cover the $950 course fee for a limited number of elected officials and staff from NACo member counties. To request more information and an application, please contact Cindy Wasser or 202.942.4272. Applications are due by July 26.
FREE! NACo Webinars

NACo offers a number of webinars that are free to members. Please click here for a list of webinars and registration information. Please take advantage of these extremely beneficial tools. 
Anatomy of Iowa Floods: Preparing for the Future
Community symposiums to help people better understand recent flooding in Iowa and how we can better plan and prepare for future flooding are taking place in five communities this summer. The events titled “Anatomy of Iowa Floods: Preparing for the Future,” are being held from 4:00-6:00 pm in the following locations: 

· Mason City: Wednesday, July 14, at the North Iowa Community College Muse Norris Center

· Ames: Monday, July 19, at the Ames City Council Chambers 

Click here for more details or contact Joe Bolkcom at joe-bolkcom@uiowa.edu or 319.353.2681.

