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ISAC Update: Dated 7.30.10
Government Relations 

Call for Legislative Policy Request Forms
Property Tax Newsletter
Call for Legislative Policy Request Forms

Legislative Policy Request forms are now being accepted by ISAC. The forms are to be filled out by affiliates or individual members of ISAC and returned to lhinton@iowacounties.org by August 15, 2010. The forms are the official avenue through which proposals are introduced to the full ISAC Legislative Policy Committee (LPC) during their meeting on August 26-27. Click here for more information on the ISAC LPC and to download the form. 
Property Tax Newsletter

Click here to view the Iowa Department of Revenue 3rd Quarter Property Tax Newsletter. 

New and Noteworthy
2010 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards
ISAC Summer Office Hours
 ISAC is on Twitter
IRS Webinar
Deadline Extended for Power Fund Community Grant Program
Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program
Local Comprehensive Planning Grant Program
Keep Iowa Beautiful Grant Program
Watershed Planning Grants
FREE! NACo Webinars 
2010 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards

The Excellence in Action Award Program is a competitive awards program which seeks to recognize innovative county government employees, programs, and projects. The 2010 awards will be given out during the general session at the 2011 ISAC Spring School of Instruction on Wednesday, March 23. Please click here for more information including instruction on the application process. 
ISAC Summer Office Hours

The ISAC Office will be going to summer hours from May 24, 2010 to September 10, 2010.  Our regular office hours during that time will be from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday.
ISAC is on Twitter

The Iowa State Association of Counties will now be using Twitter to communicate with county officials. Please follow us at www.twitter.com/iowacounties to receive to-the-minute updates and ISAC news. If you have any questions or need help getting signed up, please contact Rachel Bicego. 

IRS Webinar

A free webinar is being offered by the IRS on the taxability of certain fringe benefits for state and local governments. The webinar will be held on August 25 at 1:00 pm. Please click here for more information and to register.
Deadline Extended for Power Fund Community Grants Program

The Iowa Office of Energy Independence has extended the application deadline for community-based energy projects through the Power Fund Community Grants Program. A total of up to $850,000 is available during this funding period. There is a maximum per project award of $50,000 with a 1 to 1 match required. The deadline has been extended to allow cities, counties, communities and all other interested entities more time for widespread participation. The application deadline is now August 13, 2010 at 4:00 pm. Interested applicants are encouraged to review the Request for Proposals (RFPs) and may apply online at www.iowagrants.gov. Potential applicants may download an IGEMS presentation with instructions on the Iowa Grants Management System registration process. Click here for information.
Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program

Eligible applicants include multijurisdictional and multi-sector partnerships consisting of a consortium of government entities and non-profit partners. The deadline to apply is August 23, 2010. Click here for guidelines and an application form.  
Local Comprehensive Planning Grant Program

Eligible applicants include any of the 85 counties that were presidentially declared disaster areas as a result of the storms of 2008, as well as any city government within those counties. Up to $50,000 per participating governmental entity may be requested.  Applicants must provide a one-to-one match.  Multi-jurisdictional plans are encouraged.  The program is funded through Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds provided to Iowa from HUD. The deadline to apply is Sept. 30, 2010. Click here for guidelines and an application form.  The Rebuild Iowa Office Smart Planning web site, www.rio.iowa.gov, is continuously updated as grants become available.
Keep Iowa Beautiful Grant Program

The Iowa Department of Natural Resources has approved an agreement with Keep Iowa Beautiful to administer a grant program for communities with a population of 5,000 and under. Applications are due or postmarked no later than 4:30 pm on Friday, August 20, 2010.  Electronic/email applications are accepted. Click here for a list of eligible projects and more information.
Watershed Planning Grants

The DNR is opening the third round of Watershed Planning Grants, which help local Iowa groups find solutions for improving Iowa’s lakes, streams and rivers. Counties can get started by calling for a consultation to discuss ideas and have questions about the grant application process and watershed improvement answered. Applications are due September 1. Planning grants offer $10,000 to $50,000 to develop Watershed Management Plans that address problems and create solutions for waters on the state’s impaired waters list. Local or regional groups, organizations or agencies (public or private) are eligible to apply. Click here for more information from the DNR Website.
FREE! NACo Webinars

NACo offers a number of webinars that are free to members. Please click here for a list of webinars and registration information. Please take advantage of these extremely beneficial tools. 
