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ISAC Staff Buried in Bills 

The session is well under way now, with the third week wrapping up this Thursday. The main focus has been on subcommittees with the first funnel looming ahead in two weeks, February 12. While there have been many subcommittees, the pattern has been to gather information and wait to sign the bill out of subcommittee, oftentimes walking around for signatures rather than holding another subcommittee. Despite the shortened session, there has been a high volume of bills introduced. Over 630 study bills and bills have been introduced in the House and Senate. ISAC staff has been working to get through all of the bills and input them into the tracking tool. Any time that you take a look at our tracking tool and you see something that we have misidentified, please let us know! We appreciate all of the input from our members. Please click here to access the ISAC tracking tool. 

Governor Culver Releases FY 2011 Budget 

The Governor’s proposed FY 2011 budget released this week calls for cuts in property tax credits and Human Services.  The Governor proposes to cut the Homestead Property Tax Credit by $3.8 million compared to FY 2010, but recommends funding Agricultural Land and Family Farm Tax Credits, Military Service Tax Credits, Elderly Disabled Tax Credit and Reimbursement, and the Property Tax Credit Fund at the FY 2010 level.  The FY 2010 level includes the 10% cut implemented in October 2009.  

In regard to Human Services, the Governor is not recommending funding MH/MR/DD Growth, which was last funded in FY 2008.  He also recommends a cut to MH Property Tax Relief of $15 million.  The Governor generally recommends funding county MH/DD at the FY 2010 level, which includes the 10% across-the-board cut. 

The Governor continues to push for the transfer of $50 million from the Road Use Tax Fund to the State Patrol.  While the Governor includes this as a savings on the General Fund balance sheet in the budget report, the Road Use Tax Fund financial summary does not reflect the shift.  A $50 million loss to the Road Use Tax Fund would result in a decrease of $12.2 million to the Secondary Road Fund, a decrease of $3.9 million to the Farm-to-Market Road Fund, and a decrease of an estimated 4.5% to Transfer of Jurisdiction and Farm-to-Market extension revenues.

County MH/DD Concerns

DHS introduced companion bills, SSB 3129 and HSB 627, to restructure the code as it relates to Community Mental Health Centers (CMHC). There are a variety of provisions in the bill that create concern. The most concerning is the section that states that the unfunded mandate section of the code will not apply to this legislation. The bill shifts major responsibility for determining the relationship between the counties and the mental health centers from the Board of Supervisors to the Department of Human Services. DHS determines which CMHC will serve a particular catchment area. Once this is determined, it is unclear whether a single county could choose to change providers. The ability of a county to contract with an “other mental health provider” rather than a CMHC is eliminated. The bill punts the determination of core services to be provided to the MH/DD Commission and, presumably, the counties will pay the bill. ISAC attended the Senate subcommittee meeting on this and opposed it.   
Ongoing MH/DD Underfunding
Counties received $22 million less this year than expected (10% cut plus no growth). That figure will balloon to at least $44 million when the 10% cut is maintained and growth is once again not addressed. The Governor’s budget, however, includes approximately a $181 million increase for Medicaid, once again protecting state programs while ignoring county funding needs.
Risk Pool Funding

SSB 3171, the Health and Human Services Supplemental, passed out of committee on Thursday.  This bill backfills some cuts experienced by the Departments of Human Services and Health, but provides no relief for the cut taken from county MH/DD budgets.  In addition, the bill reallocates unused FY 2010 Risk Pool funds to the State Payment Program. While ISAC supports this reallocation, the bill also seeks to redirect the $400,000 from FY 2009 that counties have been ordered to repay the Risk Pool to the State Payment Program.  ISAC has argued against this move because these counties have suffered state cuts since June 30, 2009 that have wiped out more than the amount that they were over 5% in their fund balances.  As has traditionally been the case, the state is much more inclined to fund their portion of the MH/DD system than the portion managed by the counties.

CPC Responsibility

Companion bills, HSB 655 and SSB 3145, were introduced this week that would require the County CPC to find a placement for persons being committed under section 229. This revives an ongoing rub between the counties and the courts as to where this responsibility lies. The district court judges unilaterally ordered the clerks of court to cease making calls to hospitals several years ago. Magellan, the funder of substance abuse services, provides the clerk of court with a list of placements for section 125 commitments and will provide assistance if there is no bed available. ISAC has taken the position that counties, like the state, will provide a list of placements that can be pursued and will be of assistance if there is nothing available. Many CPC offices across the state do not have the capacity to accept this additional role and not all commitments are funded by the counties. ISAC has registered in opposition to these two bills. 
Tourism Tax Incentives

There have been efforts by online travel companies to be exempt from having to collect state and local taxes – thus preempting your local taxing authority.  Please click here for more information on tourism tax incentives. If your county has adopted a local hotel/motel sales tax, it is important for you to contact Senator Grassley regarding legislation being considered by the Senate Finance Committee. Please share with Senator Grassley how your local hotel/motel sales tax is being used.  When submitting that information to Senator Grassley, please also provide a copy to Steve Traylor at NACo, straylor@naco.org. You can call Senator Grassley’s office at 202.224.3744 or fax information to him at 202.224.6020. You can also click here to fill out the online contact form.  Your assistance on this issue is appreciated. 
DOE Publishes Draft Monthly Reporting Guidelines for EECBG

On January 21, 2010, the Department of Energy (DOE) published proposed monthly reporting requirements on the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program in the Federal Register.  This will impact 120+ counties nationwide. Currently, EECBG reporting runs on a quarterly basis.  The Register notice also contained performance metric guidelines for the quarterly EECBG reporting rules to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB).

According to the proposal, the monthly reporting requirements will apply solely to formula grantees receiving over $2 million in EECBG funds.  The first monthly reporting deadline is scheduled for March 10, 2010.  The DOE will be taking public comments on the monthly reporting plan until February 4, 2010. 

NACo opposes changing the quarterly reporting requirement to monthly reporting without significantly streamlining the process.  Many of our counties are reporting problems with the quarterly reporting system ranging from duplicative paperwork to online system glitches. Additionally, since many of the projects require public input and county board approval, tracking monthly progress may be difficult to quantify.  Click here for more information. 
Written comments may be sent to DOE Desk Officer, Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, New Executive Office Building, Room 10102, 725 17th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20503; and Frank Norcross, EE-2K, U.S. Department of Energy, 1000 Independence Ave., SW., Washington, DC 20585-1290, Fax: (202) 586-1233, frank.norcross@ee.doe.gov.
Infrastructure Community Forum 

You’re invited and encouraged to attend one of five community forums in the area to provide input on a comprehensive infrastructure plan for Iowa’s future economy. The Infrastructure Sector Committee is seeking input from stakeholders in the private, non-profit, and local public sectors to ensure that Iowa’s infrastructure meets the demands of the future economy. Your perspective is critical to Iowa’s future economy. Join your community in discussing Iowa’s infrastructure in the following sectors: buildings and vertical infrastructure; energy; natural resources; telecommunications; and transportation. Please click here for a handout that includes all forum details. 
Property Tax News

The Iowa Department of Revenue has release their 1st Quarter Issue 2010 of Property Tax News. Please click here to view the document. 
Watershed Year: Lessons Learned – Preparing for the Future
In anticipation of the release of the book, A Watershed Year: Anatomy of the Iowa Floods of 2008, the UI Center for Global and Regional Environmental Research (CGRER) is organizing a program to highlight the book’s publication and to focus attention on the challenges ahead as we better prepare for the floods of the future. The program will be held on Tuesday, March 9, from 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm at the Iowa State Historical Building in Des Moines. Click here for more information and the program agenda. 

Cedar River Watershed Coalition Organizational Meeting 

On February 5, 2010, the Cedar River Watershed Coalition will hold an organizational meeting at the University of Northern Iowa’s Center for Energy and Environmental Education in Cedar Falls.  The purpose of the Cedar River Watershed Coalition is to facilitate cooperation within the watershed and to promote watershed planning and management, local, state, and federal policies, and land practices to reduce future flood damage and improve water quality. Counties in the watershed include: Winnebago, Worth, Mitchell, Cerro Gordo, Floyd, Chickasaw, Franklin, Butler, Bremer, Grundy, Black Hawk, Buchanan, Benton and Linn (plus small parts of Hancock, Hardin, Marshall, and Tama Counties). Counties should RSVP to the Center for Energy and Environmental Education at the University of Northern Iowa at 319.273.2573.  Please click here for more information including a meeting agenda.   
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Registration Open for the 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction

Registration has begun for the 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction to be held March 24-25, at the Downtown Des Moines Marriott and Renaissance Savery Hotels. Hotel room blocks have also opened, but you MUST register for the conference before you are able to reserve your hotel room. Click here for more information on the registration and hotel room reservation process.
We have had many questions regarding hotel reservation confirmations. Hopefully this will clear it up. If not, don’t hesitate to contact Rachel Bicego. After you register for your hotel room through the Iowa Housing Bureau you will be notified by the Iowa Housing Bureau within 24 hours regarding your reservation. This email will confirm your hotel. If you do not receive an email from them within this time, or have any issues/questions regarding your reservation, you can contact them directly and they will help to answer any questions. The housing bureau phone numbers are 800.451.2625 or 515.286.4960. On March 2, you will receive another email directly from the hotel with your official hotel confirmation. 
Please bookmark http://www.iowacounties.org/SpringSchool.htm. It is updated often with all the conference information that you will need. The ISAC educational seminars are the newest addition. 

2010 ISAC University

The 2010 ISAC University will now be held April 19-20, 2010, at the West Des Moines Marriott. Please join us for this exciting day-and-a-half conference that will give you down-to-earth training on how to become an effective leader.  The conference will provide unique content that is packed with powerful success strategies.  The dynamic speakers will give you practical information that you can begin using as soon as you return home. Click here for more information including a full agenda and to register. 
ISAC NACo Representative

Pursuant to the ISAC By-Laws, notice is hereby given that ISAC is accepting applications for the position of ISAC NACo (National Association of Counties) representative.  The ISAC NACo representative is selected by the ISAC Board of Directors. Please click here for more information and for an application.

ISAC Corporate Guest Room Rates
ISAC has signed agreements with the following Des Moines metro area hotels to offer 2010 corporate guest room rates to anyone associated with ISAC, including members, vendors, employees, visitors and guests. We encourage you to use these rates for business or personal travel to Des Moines.

· Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott Des Moines Airport 

· Des Moines Marriott Downtown

· Sheraton West Des Moines

· Stoney Creek Inn-Des Moines

Please click here for more information on the rates and amenities of each hotel property. Enjoy your stay in Des Moines!
ISAC is on Twitter
The Iowa State Association of Counties will now be using Twitter to communicate with county officials. Please follow us at www.twitter.com/iowacounties to receive to-the-minute updates and ISAC news. If you have any questions or need help getting signed up, please contact Rachel Bicego. 
Grant Writing Workshop

Polk County Sheriff's Office and Grant Writing USA will present a two-day grant writing workshop in Des Moines, February 25-26, 2010.  Beginning and experienced grant writers from city, county and state agencies as well as nonprofits, K-12, colleges and universities are encouraged to attend. For more information including venue location and maps, graduate testimonials and instant, online enrollment, please click here.
DNR Watershed Planning Grants

If you’re interested in creating a local group to improve your community’s lake, stream or river, DNR Watershed Planning Grants can help you get started. The DNR is now accepting applications for the grants, which help local groups develop comprehensive, long-term Watershed Management Plans to improve rivers, lakes and streams on the state’s impaired waters list. These plans identify problems in the watershed and propose solutions for better water quality. Groups can request $10,000 to $50,000 in grant funding to create a plan. Please click here for more information.

Census Day Promotional Materials

Census Day is April 1, 2010. You can make your community part of this important nationwide civic event by displaying a 2010 census poster (or several) in public areas. Most posters are 16”x20” and may be displayed from February through May 2010. Click here for the selection of posters. You may request posters, brochures, and other census promotional items through your local Census Bureau partnership specialist. Please click here to find the specialist for your county.

Iowa Water Conference

“Pulling It All Together: Policy, Programs and Practices” is the theme for the 2010 Iowa Water Conference to be held March 8-9, 2010 in Ames. The conference will feature the Iowa Stormwater Conference and the Iowa Agriculture and Environment Conference. This year the Iowa DNR Sourcewater Protection Program will also be leading several sessions. The goal of the Iowa Water Center is to offer a conference that provides networking and collaboration opportunities for major water initiatives in Iowa and to provide an opportunity for water professionals and the public to communicate. Please click here for more information and to register for the conference.
Drake Forum: America’s New Farmers
The Drake Forum on America's New Farmers: Policy Innovations and Opportunities is an exciting two day meeting that will take place in Washington DC on March 4-5, 2010, at the L'Enfant Plaza Hotel. Registration for the conference is now open. Click here for more information including a scholarship opportunity and to register for the conference. Please address questions regarding the forum to americasnewfarmer@drake.edu.
NACo Legislative Conference
Register now for the 2010 NACo Legislative Conference to be held in Washington, DC from March 6-10. NACo Legislative Conference's must-attend educational workshops include topics covering our nation’s changing health system/health reform, immigration, Recovery Act funding and county fiscal stability – and many more. Featured speaker Joe Klein, columnist, TIME, will address attendees during Monday’s Opening Session. NACo will also be holding a free webinar on February 18 to instruct attendees on how to get the most out of their conference attendance. Click here for more information and to register for the webinar. 
NACo County Leadership Institute

The National Association of Counties annually conducts the County Leadership Institute.  The dates for this year’s program are June 1-5, 2010.  To be eligible to participate you have to be nominated by ISAC and be a county supervisor from a NACo member county.  NACo is looking for county supervisors that preferably have 2 to 6 years of experience. Click here for more information.

ISAC will pay the registration fee for a county official from Iowa that is accepted.  You will be responsible for travel and incidental expenses if selected.  County supervisors Linda Langston (Linn), Melvyn Houser (Pottawattamie), Terrance Neuzil (Johnson), and Carl Mattes (Humboldt) have attended previous sessions.  They would be happy to share their experiences with you if you have questions about the program.  If you are interested in participating, please contact ISAC Executive Director Bill Peterson at bpeterson@iowacounties.org or call 515-244-7181 no later than February 9, 2010. 

NACo Media Relations Webinar

Tough times mean counties are under increasing scrutiny. Are you prepared to handle tough media inquiries and respond to critics? Are you doing all you can to communicate the essential and effective services your county provides? With a little planning, you can stay ahead of the story, respond to critics and be an effective leader and promoter of county government. NACo will host a free webinar on Thursday, February 4 from 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm entitled “Stay Ahead of the Story: Media Relations Strategies for County Officials in Tough Times.” Webinar panelists will discuss effective media relations tools and strategies; whether social media such as Facebook and Twitter are right for you; and tips on how to make the most of your NACo participation and out-of-county conference travel. To register, click here. If you have any questions regarding the webinar please contact Jim Philipps or 202.942.4220.

Plan for National County Government Month
Start planning today to celebrate National County Government Month (NCGM) in April. This year’s theme is “Healthy Counties.” A NCGM booklet full of ideas to celebrate NCGM contains a draft proclamation, news release, suggested community activities and more. Booklets will soon be mailed to each member county and can also be found online by clicking here.
