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ACTION NEEDED! – HCBS Rate Cuts 

The Iowa Association of Community Providers is lobbying the legislature to rescind the 2.5% HCBS rate cut that DHS included in their plan to comply with the Governor’s 10% across-the-board cut for FY 2009. Their logic is that the cost savings to the state is minimal while the cut to the providers is substantial. What they don’t include in their discussion with legislators is the amount of savings accruing to the counties who pay the non-federal share of waiver services for most adults with intellectual disabilities. 

At the same time, they are suggesting that county MH/DD budgets are capable of absorbing the 10% cut while maintaining provider rates due to the enhanced federal participation in Medicaid under the federal stimulus plan. What they fail to explain is that the 10% cut to allowed growth and property tax relief offset the enhanced match.  In addition, the enhanced match represents one-time funding and can’t be depended on in the future. Counties are concerned about absorbing this increase into their budgets and then having the rug pulled out from under them when the federal funding goes away.  Both counties and Iowa Medicaid face the same problem, which means that the Iowa Legislature will have a significant gap in funding when that day comes.

Please contact your legislator and explain the significance of the 2.5% HCBS rate cut to your county’s ongoing funding of MH/DD services. Without any adjustment in provider rates, all of the breathing room provided by the federal government will be eaten up by state cuts. Click here for legislative contact information.

Reorganization Bill

SSB 3030 was amended and passed out of the Senate State Government Committee on Wednesday evening. The bill was amended to eliminate the section that would allow publication of various public notices on the internet.  Only Senator Dearden voted in favor of allowing local governments this option. Senator Dearden provided some much-needed comic relief during the discussion when he exclaimed, “the Des Moines Register is going down the tubes!” as part of his justification for supporting online notices.

On the bright side, the section of the bill that would have eliminated state funding for juvenile detention was stripped from the bill.  

The House State Government Committee is reviewing the sections of the bill in various subcommittees that will be meeting next week.  The six subcommittees will be looking at the following topics: consolidation of boards; alcohol beverage changes; span of control and purchasing; gaming and underground storage tanks; human services; and education. The members of the human services subcommittee are Representatives Mascher, Schulte, and Beard. 
Local Public Health Governance

As part of the ongoing Public Health Modernization efforts of the Department of Public Health, HSB 518, a bill that would remove legal barriers that prevent local boards of health from forming a district board of health passed out of subcommittee. Please click here to see the section-by-section analysis of the bill provided by the IDPH. 
DOE Publishes Draft Monthly Reporting Guidelines for EECBG

On January 21, 2010, the Department of Energy (DOE) published proposed monthly reporting requirements on the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program in the Federal Register.  This will impact 120+ counties nationwide. Currently, EECBG reporting runs on a quarterly basis.  The Register notice also contained performance metric guidelines for the quarterly EECBG reporting rules to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB).

According to the proposal, the monthly reporting requirements will apply solely to formula grantees receiving over $2 million in EECBG funds.  The first monthly reporting deadline is scheduled for March 10, 2010.  The DOE will be taking public comments on the monthly reporting plan until February 4, 2010. 

NACo opposes changing the quarterly reporting requirement to monthly reporting without significantly streamlining the process.  Many of our counties are reporting problems with the quarterly reporting system ranging from duplicative paperwork to online system glitches. Additionally, since many of the projects require public input and county board approval, tracking monthly progress may be difficult to quantify.  Click here for more information. 
Written comments may be sent to DOE Desk Officer, Office of  Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, New Executive Office Building, Room 10102, 725 17th Street, NW., Washington, DC 20503; and Frank Norcross, EE-2K, U.S. Department of Energy, 1000 Independence Ave., SW., Washington, DC 20585-1290, Fax: (202) 586-1233, frank.norcross@ee.doe.gov.
Rebuild Iowa Legislative Update Conference Call

The Rebuild Iowa Office is planning to hold periodic conference calls with city and county officials to provide legislative updates with discussion. They are planning the first one for the end of the third week of the legislative session, so please mark your calendars for Friday, January 29, 10:00 am (lasting about one hour). Please call 866.685.1580 and use conference code 0009991910. This conference call will provide an opportunity to speak directly with RIO’s Intergovernmental Affairs Director, Susan Judkins Josten, on the legislative issues pertaining to disaster relief as well as a chance to voice concern or encouragement on how session is progressing. An agenda for the call will be coming as the call draws nearer. In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Susan Judkins Josten at susan.judkins@rio.iowa.gov or Jacqui DiGiacinto at jacqui.digiacinto@rio.iowa.gov.
Property Tax News

The Iowa Department of Revenue has release their 1st Quarter Issue 2010 of Property Tax News. Please click here to view the document. 
Watershed Year: Lessons Learned – Preparing for the Future
In anticipation of the release of the book, A Watershed Year: Anatomy of the Iowa Floods of 2008, the UI Center for Global and Regional Environmental Research (CGRER) is organizing a program to highlight the book’s publication and to focus attention on the challenges ahead as we better prepare for the floods of the future. The program will be held on Tuesday, March 9, from 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm at the Iowa State Historical Building in Des Moines. Click here for more information and the program agenda. 

Cedar River Watershed Coalition Organizational Meeting 

On February 5, 2010, the Cedar River Watershed Coalition will hold an organizational meeting at the University of Northern Iowa’s Center for Energy and Environmental Education in Cedar Falls.  The purpose of the Cedar River Watershed Coalition is to facilitate cooperation within the watershed and to promote watershed planning and management, local, state, and federal policies, and land practices to reduce future flood damage and improve water quality. Counties in the watershed include: Winnebago, Worth, Mitchell, Cerro Gordo, Floyd, Chickasaw, Franklin, Butler, Bremer, Grundy, Black Hawk, Buchanan, Benton and Linn (plus small parts of Hancock, Hardin, Marshall, and Tama Counties). Counties should RSVP to the Center for Energy and Environmental Education at the University of Northern Iowa at 319.273.2573.  Please click here for more information including a meeting agenda.   
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Registration Open for the 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction

Registration has begun for the 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction to be held March 24-25, at the Downtown Des Moines Marriott and Renaissance Savery Hotels. Hotel room blocks have also opened, but you MUST register for the conference before you are able to reserve your hotel room. Click here for more information on the registration and hotel room reservation process.
We have had many questions regarding hotel reservation confirmations. Hopefully this will clear it up. If not, don’t hesitate to contact Rachel Bicego. After you register for your hotel room through the Iowa Housing Bureau you will be notified by the Iowa Housing Bureau within 24 hours regarding your reservation. This email will confirm your hotel. If you do not receive an email from them within this time, or have any issues/questions regarding your reservation, you can contact them directly and they will help to answer any questions. The housing bureau phone numbers are 800.451.2625 or 515.286.4960. On March 2, you will receive another email directly from the hotel with your official hotel confirmation. 
Please bookmark http://www.iowacounties.org/SpringSchool.htm. It is updated often with all the conference information that you will need. The ISAC educational seminars are the newest addition. 

2010 ISAC University

The 2010 ISAC University will now be held April 19-20, 2010, at the West Des Moines Marriott. Please join us for this exciting day-and-a-half conference that will give you down-to-earth training on how to become an effective leader.  The conference will provide unique content that is packed with powerful success strategies.  The dynamic speakers will give you practical information that you can begin using as soon as you return home. Click here for more information and a full agenda. Conference registration will begin on Monday, January 25. 
ISAC is on Twitter
The Iowa State Association of Counties will now be using Twitter to communicate with county officials. Please follow us at www.twitter.com/iowacounties to receive to-the-minute updates and ISAC news. If you have any questions or need help getting signed up, please contact Rachel Bicego. 
DNR Watershed Planning Grants

If you’re interested in creating a local group to improve your community’s lake, stream or river, DNR Watershed Planning Grants can help you get started. The DNR is now accepting applications for the grants, which help local groups develop comprehensive, long-term Watershed Management Plans to improve rivers, lakes and streams on the state’s impaired waters list. These plans identify problems in the watershed and propose solutions for better water quality. Groups can request $10,000 to $50,000 in grant funding to create a plan. Please click here for more information.

Drake Forum: America’s New Farmers
The Drake Forum on America's New Farmers: Policy Innovations and Opportunities is an exciting two day meeting that will take place in Washington DC on March 4-5, 2010, at the L'Enfant Plaza Hotel. Registration for the conference is now open. Click here for more information and to register for the conference. Please address questions regarding the forum to americasnewfarmer@drake.edu.
NACo Legislative Conference
Make your New Year’s resolution to save your county $75 off of your registration fee by registering online by Jan. 22. NACo Legislative Conference's must-attend educational workshops include topics covering our nation’s changing health system/health reform, immigration, Recovery Act funding and county fiscal stability – and many more. Featured speaker Joe Klein, columnist, TIME, will address attendees during Monday’s Opening Session. Click here to register online. 
Plan for National County Government Month
Start planning today to celebrate National County Government Month (NCGM) in April. This year’s theme is “Healthy Counties.” A NCGM booklet full of ideas to celebrate NCGM contains a draft proclamation, news release, suggested community activities and more. Booklets will soon be mailed to each member county and can also be found online by clicking here.
NACo/Nationwide Scholarship

For the fifth year, Nationwide Retirement Solutions and NACo will award $2000 scholarships to four high school seniors whose parent or grandparent is an active participant in the NACo Deferred Compensation Program.  In addition to completing the on-line application, the students are required to write a brief response to a question about the value of beginning to save early for retirement.  The scholarship deadline is January 31, 2010.  We will announce the names of the four winners at the NACo Legislative Conference in March. Please click here or contact Lisa Cole, 202.942.4270 or lcole@naco.org, for more information. 
