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Legislature at break neck speed

Legislators have introduced 262 new pieces of legislation in the first week of session. The first week deadline for individual bills certainly had an impact on the number of bills generated early.  In addition, the legislature seems to be committed to moving this session along and meeting the shortened session deadlines. The first funnel, when bills have to be out of committee in their house of origin, is February 12. The second funnel, when bills have to be out of committee in the second house, is March 5, and the projected end date of session is March 31. Because of the compression of timelines, it is more important than ever that county officials keep an eye on what is happening under the golden dome and act on alerts that come from ISAC.

Governor’s Condition of the State

Governor Culver addressed a joint session of the legislature on Tuesday and outlined a ten point plan for the session:  

1. Focus on job creation through fully funding the Iowa Power Fund and investing $100 million in I-Jobs;

2. Achieve greater efficiency based on recommendations in the Government Efficiency Report (projected $1 billion savings over five years);

3. Major state government reorganization;

4. Continuation of flood recovery assistance using I-Jobs funding for flood rebuilding and fully funding RIO office;

5. Consider a transfer from the RUTF of $50 million to fund state troopers;

6. Reform Iowa tax credits with savings of up to $55 million;

7. Continued funding of children’s health insurance and preschools programs;

8. Secure $175 million for schools to use to comply with the federal Race to the Top program; 

9. Require schools to spend down reserves rather than increase property taxes; and

10. Fund 2% allowable growth for schools, appropriate $100 million to K-12 to backfill the 2009 cut, and adequately fund community colleges, private colleges and regents institutions.  

Road Use Tax Fund

The gallery response to the transfer from the Road Use Tax Fund (RUTF) was exceptionally quiet. Although there doesn’t appear to be support for the Governor’s proposal to shift $50 million from the RUTF to the State Patrol, the issue remains a concern if money is needed to balance the state’s budget.  A county by county estimate of revenue reductions resulting from the shift is available on the Iowa County Engineers Association Service Bureau (ICEASB) web site, www.iceasb.org/. Overall for FY 2011, secondary road funding would decrease $12.2 million, farm-to-market funding would decrease $3.9 million, and transfer of jurisdiction and farm-to-market extension revenues would decrease by an estimated 4.5%.  Contact your county engineer and make sure they’ve reported the condition of their road budget to the ICEASB. 

Iowa Public Employees Retirement Systems (IPERS)

Several bills (HF 2029, HSB 535, HSB 537, SSB 3003, SSB 3007, SSB 3069) were introduced this week to translate the recommendations of the Public Retirement Systems Study Committee into legislations.  The recommendations of the study committee are as follows:

1. Create a bona fide retirement exception for members called to state active duty with the National Guard.

2. Extend the bona fide retirement exception for licensed health care professionals for two years.

3. Increase the total contribution rate for IPERS regular service to 13.45% beginning July 1, 2011, and allow the system to adjust the rate either up or down by no more than one percentage point per year for all employee classifications under IPERS.

4. Increase the vesting requirement from four to seven years.

5. Calculate retirement benefits using a member's high five years of salary instead of the current high three years.

6. Implement a 6% per year reduction in retirement benefits for each year a member retires and receives a retirement allowance prior to age 65 if at the time the member retires the member does not meet the rule of 88 or is not at least 62 years of age with at least 20 years of service.

7. Extend the current purchase of wage credit rules relative to furloughs for IPERS members for an additional year and allow the rules to apply to union bumping rights.
2010 Standard Mileage Rates

The Internal Revenue Service recently issued the 2010 optional standard mileage rates used to calculate the deductible costs of operating an automobile for business, charitable, medical or moving purposes.
 
Beginning on January 1, 2010, the standard mileage rates for the use of a car (also vans, pickups or panel trucks) will be:

· 50 cents per mile for business miles driven

· 16.5 cents per mile driven for medical or moving purposes

· 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations

  
The new rates for business, medical and moving purposes are slightly lower than last year’s. The mileage rates for 2010 reflect generally lower transportation costs compared to a year ago. Please click here for more information. 
Federal COBRA Subsidy Extended

On December 21, the President signed the Fiscal Year 2010 Defense Appropriations Act, which extends the eligibility period for the American Recovery And Reinvestment Act Of 2009 COBRA premium reduction for an additional two months (through Feb. 28, 2010) and the maximum period for receiving the subsidy for an additional six months (from nine to 15 months). Please click here for more information. 
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Registration Open for the 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction

Registration has begun for the 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction to be held March 24-25, at the Downtown Des Moines Marriott and Renaissance Savery Hotels. Hotel room blocks have also opened, but you MUST register for the conference before you are able to reserve your hotel room. Click here for more information on the registration and hotel room reservation process.
We have had many questions regarding hotel reservation confirmations. Hopefully this will clear it up. If not, don’t hesitate to contact Rachel Bicego. After you register for your hotel room through the Iowa Housing Bureau you will be notified by the Iowa Housing Bureau within 24 hours regarding your reservation. This email will confirm your hotel. If you do not receive an email from them within this time, or have any issues/questions regarding your reservation, you can contact them directly and they will help to answer any questions. The housing bureau phone numbers are 800.451.2625 or 515.286.4960. On March 2, you will receive another email directly from the hotel with your official hotel confirmation. 
Please bookmark http://www.iowacounties.org/SpringSchool.htm. It is updated often with all the conference information that you will need. The ISAC educational seminars are the newest addition. 

2010 ISAC University

The 2010 ISAC University will be held January 20-21, 2010, at the West Des Moines Marriott. Please join us for this exciting day-and-a-half conference that will give you down-to-earth training on how to become an effective leader.  The conference will provide unique content that is packed with powerful success strategies.  The dynamic speakers will give you practical information that you can begin using as soon as you return home. Click here for more information, a full agenda, and to register for the conference. 
ISAC is on Twitter
The Iowa State Association of Counties will now be using Twitter to communicate with county officials. Please follow us at www.twitter.com/iowacounties to receive to-the-minute updates and ISAC news. If you have any questions or need help getting signed up, please contact Rachel Bicego. 
NACo Legislative Conference
Make your New Year’s resolution to save your county $75 off of your registration fee by registering online by Jan. 22. NACo Legislative Conference's must-attend educational workshops include topics covering our nation’s changing health system/health reform, immigration, Recovery Act funding and county fiscal stability – and many more. Featured speaker Joe Klein, columnist, TIME, will address attendees during Monday’s Opening Session. Click here to register online. 
Plan for National County Government Month
Start planning today to celebrate National County Government Month (NCGM) in April. This year’s theme is “Healthy Counties.” A NCGM booklet full of ideas to celebrate NCGM contains a draft proclamation, news release, suggested community activities and more. Booklets will soon be mailed to each member county and can also be found online by clicking here.
NACo/Nationwide Scholarship

For the fifth year, Nationwide Retirement Solutions and NACo will award $2000 scholarships to four high school seniors whose parent or grandparent is an active participant in the NACo Deferred Compensation Program.  In addition to completing the on-line application, the students are required to write a brief response to a question about the value of beginning to save early for retirement.  The scholarship deadline is January 31, 2010.  We will announce the names of the four winners at the NACo Legislative Conference in March. Please click here or contact Lisa Cole, 202.942.4270 or lcole@naco.org, for more information. 

NACo 2nd VP Candidate Announcement

Burrell Ellis, Chief Executive Officer of DeKalb County, Georgia, will run for the 2nd Vice-President of NACo. Please click here for candidate information that was provided by the Association County Commissioners of Georgia. 
DNR Watershed Planning Grants

If you’re interested in creating a local group to improve your community’s lake, stream or river, DNR Watershed Planning Grants can help you get started. The DNR is now accepting applications for the grants, which help local groups develop comprehensive, long-term Watershed Management Plans to improve rivers, lakes and streams on the state’s impaired waters list. These plans identify problems in the watershed and propose solutions for better water quality. Groups can request $10,000 to $50,000 in grant funding to create a plan. Please click here for more information.
DOE Webinar
On Thursday, January 21, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) will host a webinar on Energy Saving Performance Contracting. This webinar will to assist states and larger cities and counties that are organizing multi-project performance contracting programs and need help identifying available tools and lessons learned to accelerate program implementation. Please click here for more information and to register online. 
Leopold Center Study Compares Local, Non-local Food Prices
If you think local foods are more expensive than their conventional counterparts, think again. Research conducted last summer by the Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture shows few differences in price for Iowa-grown vegetables, eggs and meat when compared to similar non-local products. The study surveyed prices for eight different vegetables sold at Iowa farmers markets in Des Moines, Cedar Rapids, Ames and Iowa City. On the same day, prices were documented for similar produce from national or international sources being sold at supermarket chains in those cities. Prices were checked on five days during July and August.
For more details, including comparative charts and tables, click here to see the new report, “Is Local Food More Expensive?: A Consumer Price Perspective on Local and Non-Local Foods Purchased in Iowa.”
