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2010 Standard Mileage Rates

The Internal Revenue Service recently issued the 2010 optional standard mileage rates used to calculate the deductible costs of operating an automobile for business, charitable, medical or moving purposes.
 
Beginning on January 1, 2010, the standard mileage rates for the use of a car (also vans, pickups or panel trucks) will be:

· 50 cents per mile for business miles driven

· 16.5 cents per mile driven for medical or moving purposes

· 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations

  
The new rates for business, medical and moving purposes are slightly lower than last year’s. The mileage rates for 2010 reflect generally lower transportation costs compared to a year ago. Please click here for more information. 
Federal COBRA Subsidy Extended

On December 21, the President signed the Fiscal Year 2010 Defense Appropriations Act, which extends the eligibility period for the American Recovery And Reinvestment Act Of 2009 COBRA premium reduction for an additional two months (through Feb. 28, 2010) and the maximum period for receiving the subsidy for an additional six months (from nine to 15 months). Please click here for more information. 
EECBG/SEP PROGRAM ALERT 1.15.10

On Friday, January 15, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) will host a webinar on Structuring Credit Enhancements for Clean Energy Finance Programs. This webinar will describe several potential ways that stimulus fund recipients can structure loan loss reserves and other credit enhancements to maximize private capital participation in clean energy finance programs.  This webinar will present critical information for any stimulus fund recipient that is looking to attract private capital to a financing program. Please click here for more information and to register online. 
DHS Reorganization 

The DHS Council met recently and approved the reorganization of the department effective January 1, 2010. Click here to view the new structure. 
New assignments for some key staff are as follows:
· Deputy For Program Services: Sally Titus

· Deputy for Administration: Jan Clausen

· Medicaid Director: Jennifer Vermeer

· Mental Health & Disability Services Director: Jeanne Nesbit

· Adult, Children & Family Services Director: Wendy Rickman

· Field Operations Director: Vern Armstrong

· Data Management Director: Tom Huisman

 

The division director for fiscal services will be filled by Jan Clausen until a new appointment is made. The Service Areas will be reorganized as part of the department restructuring. The new SAMs will be Tom Bouska (Council Bluffs or Sioux City) ; Evan Klenk (Waterloo);  Gary Lippe (Davenport or Dubuque); Marc Baty (Cedar Rapids); and Pat Penning (Des Moines).  Denise Gonzales will move to the new Centralized Service Area. Other announcements will be made at a later time.
If you have any further questions, please contact Linda Hinton at lhinton@iowacounties.org or 515.244.7181.
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2010 ISAC University

The 2010 ISAC University will be held January 20-21, 2010, at the West Des Moines Marriott. Please join us for this exciting day-and-a-half conference that will give you down-to-earth training on how to become an effective leader.  The conference will provide unique content that is packed with powerful success strategies.  The dynamic speakers will give you practical information that you can begin using as soon as you return home. Click here for more information, a full agenda, and to register for the conference. 
Registration Open for the 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction

Registration has begun for the 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction to be held March 24-25, at the Downtown Des Moines Marriott and Renaissance Savery Hotels. Hotel room blocks have also opened, but you MUST register for the conference before you are able to reserve your hotel room. Click here for more information on the registration and hotel room reservation process. 
Please bookmark http://www.iowacounties.org/SpringSchool.htm. It is updated often with all the conference information that you will need. The ISAC educational seminars are the newest addition. 

ISAC is on Twitter
The Iowa State Association of Counties will now be using Twitter to communicate with county officials. Please follow us at www.twitter.com/iowacounties to receive to-the-minute updates and ISAC news. If you have any questions or need help getting signed up, please contact Rachel Bicego. 
NACo/Nationwide Scholarship

For the fifth year, Nationwide Retirement Solutions and NACo will award $2000 scholarships to four high school seniors whose parent or grandparent is an active participant in the NACo Deferred Compensation Program.  In addition to completing the on-line application, the students are required to write a brief response to a question about the value of beginning to save early for retirement.  The scholarship deadline is January 31, 2010.  We will announce the names of the four winners at the NACo Legislative Conference in March. Please click here or contact Lisa Cole, 202.942.4270 or lcole@naco.org, for more information. 

NACo 2nd VP Candidate Announcement

Burrell Ellis, Chief Executive Officer of DeKalb County, Georgia, will run for the 2nd Vice-President of NACo. Please click here for candidate information that was provided by the Association County Commissioners of Georgia. 
Elected Officials Census Toolkit

The US Census Bureau has developed a toolkit to provide resources to help local officials communicate the benefits of census participation to their residents. Please click here to access the toolkit that provides: fact sheets; constituent FAQs; census jobs FAQs; Web site banners buttons, and copy; census talking points; public service announcements; census timeline; news releases; proclamation; and posters. 

H1N1 Flu - Bulletin Update
In response to the growing concern about the H1N1 Flu, the Healthwise H1N1 Health Bulletin has been updated. Please click here to access the most recent version of the Bulletin.

Some of the topics covered:
· What are immunizations? 
· Why should you get immunized? 
· What immunizations are recommended for children and adolescents? 
· What vaccines are recommended for adults? 
· What are the side effects of vaccines? 
· Can vaccines cause other problems? 
· Should you get immunizations to protect yourself from anthrax or smallpox? 

Updated H1N1 information and bulletins will be posted as new information becomes available. 
Please click here to be directed to the Iowa DPH website that includes an Iowa vaccination site locator. 
DHS Introduces Ticket to Hope Program

The Iowa Department of Human Services announces the Ticket to Hope Program, specifically to help those Iowans impacted by the natural disasters of 2008. The program will provide free counseling to qualified individuals. Please click here for more information on the program.
Ethics Seminar

You are invited to attend the annual Des Moines Chapter Association of Government Accountants 2010 Spring Ethics Seminar.  The speaker for the morning presentation will be Patrick Kuhse. The seminar will be held at the Holiday Inn Downtown from 8:00 am - 4:30 pm.  Registration begins at 7:30 am. Breakfast and lunch will be catered by the Holiday Inn and are included in the seminar fee. Please click here for more information and to register.
