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ACTION NEEDED! Medicaid Assistance Extension

The United States Senate is preparing to take up a package of measures designed to promote job growth as early as next week (February 8-12). Call or email your senators TODAY and urge them to include a six month extension of the enhanced Medicaid federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) that was included in the Recovery Act and is set to expire December 31, 2010. Please click here for legislative contact information. 

NACo supports the provisions of a stand-alone bill (S. 3000) to extend FMAP assistance to June 3, 2011, introduced yesterday by Senator Rockefeller (D-WV). It also contains crucial language to reinforce the pass-through language for counties in states that require them to contribute to the non-federal share of Medicaid.

Ask both your senators to support including the FMAP extension (S. 3000) in the jobs bill. Remind them that states and counties will have to make job-killing cuts if their Medicaid shortfalls are not addressed NOW. Click here for more information and to take action.

Labor Bills Introduced

Late on Thursday afternoon, the House Democrats introduced two labor bills, HSB 699 and HSB 702. HSB 699 requires prevailing wage rates for persons working on public improvements UNLESS a political subdivision passes a resolution choosing not to use the prevailing wage.

HSB 702 makes several changes to pubic employee collective bargaining. The most controversial appears to be that executive branch employees will have to pay their “fair share” for services provided by the union that benefit them.   
LOST-TIF

In a surprise move, the House Local Government Committee approved a strike-and-replace amendment to HSB 546. The bill originally reflected the compromise that had been struck last year narrowing a city’s ability to capture the increment to their portion of the LOST. The committee amendment repeals the Local Option Sales Tax TIF. If you have contact with any House members over the weekend, encourage them to move this bill. 

Open Meetings, Open Records

The Senate State Government Committee met on Monday and considered HF 777, the open meetings/open records bill. This bill reflected the compromise that was worked out among the interest groups last year. The bill sponsor, Pam Jochum (D-Dubuque), announced that there would be a strike-and-replace amendment that would include only the creation of the “Iowa Public Information Board” with powers to enforce the requirements of Chapters 21 and 22. The funding for the first year of the Board is slated to come from the Freedom of Information Council. After the first year, it is projected that the State Legislature will need to find $600,000 to fund the ongoing operation of the commission. ISAC is opposed to this bill after the amendment. 

Weapons Permits

HF 2255, the weapons permit bill supported by the Right to Carry, was introduced on Wednesday.  The Iowa State Sheriffs’ and Deputies’ Association has taken the lead in opposing this bill.  It takes any discretion in issuing permits to carry concealed weapons out of the hands of the sheriffs. ISAC is opposed to this bill.
Flood Plain Management

The flood plain management bill, SSB 3098 and its companion, HSB 573, have been through the House and Senate Rebuild Iowa subcommittees and are on their way to the full committees.  The Senate version is to be amended significantly, with one possible change being to add language to specify that facilities built within a 500-year flood plain would not be eligible for state assistance if the facility is flooded within this timeframe.  ISAC is registered undecided on the bills.
Smart Planning

The smart planning bills, SSB 3096 and its companion, HSB 592, have been through the House and Senate Rebuild Iowa subcommittees and are on their way to the full committees.  The bills establish 10 smart planning principles that local governments may apply during planning, zoning, development, and resource management decisions.  The bills also establish a task force consisting of 27 voting members that include the Executive Director of ISAC or a designee, and three county representatives appointed by the Governor.  ISAC is registered undecided on the bills.
ACTION NEEDED! All-Terrain Vehicles

Numerous bills relating to off-road vehicles and ATVs are floating around without too much action. HSB 617, however, was discussed in the House Transportation subcommittee this week. The bill amends the definition of all-terrain vehicle to include off-road utility vehicles.  The subcommittee is proposing to strike the bill language entirely and replace it with language that would allow ATVs to be registered as a motorcycle. The amendment specifies that ATVs would be allowed to travel on all county roads and would not be subject to a 35 mph speed limit. This may open up numerous liability and safety issues to counties. The bill, as amended, is to be considered in the House Transportation committee next Tuesday. PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS AND SHARE YOUR CONCERNS ABOUT THIS BILL.

Election Bills
SSB 3117, SSB 3184, and SSB 3185 were voted out of Senate State Government committee this week.  SSB 3117 strikes the authority of the county auditor to appoint a double election board. The bill also requires the use of automatic tabulating machines if the auditor receives a petition from 100 voters. The petition must be received at least 42 days before the election and is effective upon enactment.  

SSB 3184 is the technical election bill while SSB 3185 makes some more substantive changes. SSB 3185 specifies that the requirement that election precincts be contiguous, in a single county, and follow census tracts takes precedence over the requirement that townships of more than 2,000 people should be divided into precincts of reasonably equal populations. Cities are allowed to revise precinct boundaries when the Census Bureau certifies population changes. This bill also directs county election commissioners to give preference to persons willing to serve without pay on election boards for non-partisan elections and allows a city council to tell the election commissioner of persons willing to serve on an election board without pay. It allows for the substitution of precinct chairs on Election Day, including appointing someone from another political party if the party balance stays within statutory limits and adds observers to double counting election boards. There are also changes to procedures for how a person who requests an absentee ballot can vote on Election Day. A registered voter who requested an absentee ballot but for some reason did not receive it or did not bring the ballot to the polling place will be allowed to vote in person at the polls if the precinct official is able to confirm that the commissioner of elections did not receive the voter’s absentee ballot. If the precinct official is unable to confirm, the voter will be allowed to cast a provisional ballot. Senator Sodders (D, Marshall) will be the floor manager for all three bills. 

Community Mental Health Centers Bill

The Department of Human Services pulled the two bills that rewrote Iowa Code §230A. ISAC opposed these bills for two reasons – they included an exemption from the unfunded mandates section of the code and they eliminated the board of supervisors’ ability to contract with other than the designated CMHC for a catchment area. 

EECGB Program

The Iowa Office of Energy Independence is seeking proposals from cities and counties across the state for projects that will reduce energy use, have a positive impact on budgets and enhance economic development through job creation. This grant is based on the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. We strongly encourage those interested to submit applications electronically at www.iowagrants.gov. Please click here for more information.  
Watershed Year: Lessons Learned – Preparing for the Future
In anticipation of the release of the book, A Watershed Year: Anatomy of the Iowa Floods of 2008, the UI Center for Global and Regional Environmental Research (CGRER) is organizing a program to highlight the book’s publication and to focus attention on the challenges ahead as we better prepare for the floods of the future. The program will be held on Tuesday, March 9, from 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm at the Iowa State Historical Building in Des Moines. Click here for more information and the program agenda. 
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2010 County Day at the Capitol

Please pre-register now and plan to join us on Thursday, March 4, for County Day at the Capitol. This event will begin at the Wallace Building auditorium. There will be special presenters on the hot issues. From there, the group will travel to the Capitol. This time at the statehouse will give county officials the opportunity to participate in the lobbying process by meeting with their legislators. Click here for more information and to pre-register for the event. 
Register Today for the 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction

Registration has begun for the 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction to be held March 24-25, at the Downtown Des Moines Marriott and Renaissance Savery Hotels. Hotel room blocks have also opened, but you MUST register for the conference before you are able to reserve your hotel room. Click here for more information on the registration and hotel room reservation process.
We have had many questions regarding hotel reservation confirmations. Hopefully this will clear it up. If not, don’t hesitate to contact Rachel Bicego. After you register for your hotel room through the Iowa Housing Bureau you will be notified by the Iowa Housing Bureau within 24 hours regarding your reservation. This email will confirm your hotel. If you do not receive an email from them within this time, or have any issues/questions regarding your reservation, you can contact them directly and they will help to answer any questions. The housing bureau phone numbers are 800.451.2625 or 515.286.4960. On March 2, you will receive another email directly from the hotel with your official hotel confirmation. 
Please bookmark http://www.iowacounties.org/SpringSchool.htm. It is updated often with all the conference information that you will need. The ISAC educational seminars are the newest addition. 

2010 ISAC University

The 2010 ISAC University will now be held April 19-20, 2010, at the West Des Moines Marriott. Please join us for this exciting day-and-a-half conference that will give you down-to-earth training on how to become an effective leader.  The conference will provide unique content that is packed with powerful success strategies.  The dynamic speakers will give you practical information that you can begin using as soon as you return home. Click here for more information including a full agenda and to register. 
ISAC NACo Representative

Pursuant to the ISAC By-Laws, notice is hereby given that ISAC is accepting applications for the position of ISAC NACo (National Association of Counties) representative.  The ISAC NACo representative is selected by the ISAC Board of Directors. Please click here for more information and for an application.

ISAC Corporate Guest Room Rates
ISAC has signed agreements with the following Des Moines metro area hotels to offer 2010 corporate guest room rates to anyone associated with ISAC, including members, vendors, employees, visitors and guests. We encourage you to use these rates for business or personal travel to Des Moines.

· Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott Des Moines Airport 

· Des Moines Marriott Downtown

· Sheraton West Des Moines

· Stoney Creek Inn-Des Moines

Please click here for more information on the rates and amenities of each hotel property. Enjoy your stay in Des Moines!
ISAC is on Twitter
The Iowa State Association of Counties will now be using Twitter to communicate with county officials. Please follow us at www.twitter.com/iowacounties to receive to-the-minute updates and ISAC news. If you have any questions or need help getting signed up, please contact Rachel Bicego. 
2010 Trailblazer Program

The Center on Government Performance of the National Center for Civic Innovation announces the opening of the application period for the fourth round of its Government Trailblazer Program. The Trailblazer program encourages local and county governments to engage the public in their performance measurement and reporting processes with the aim of attaining greater alignment between the public's point of view and government's actions and priorities. Applications for 2010 are due by March 15. Please click here for more information and the application form.
Grant Writing Workshop

Polk County Sheriff's Office and Grant Writing USA will present a two-day grant writing workshop in Des Moines, February 25-26, 2010.  Beginning and experienced grant writers from city, county and state agencies as well as nonprofits, K-12, colleges and universities are encouraged to attend. For more information including venue location and maps, graduate testimonials and instant, online enrollment, please click here.
DNR Watershed Planning Grants

If you’re interested in creating a local group to improve your community’s lake, stream or river, DNR Watershed Planning Grants can help you get started. The DNR is now accepting applications for the grants, which help local groups develop comprehensive, long-term Watershed Management Plans to improve rivers, lakes and streams on the state’s impaired waters list. These plans identify problems in the watershed and propose solutions for better water quality. Groups can request $10,000 to $50,000 in grant funding to create a plan. Please click here for more information.

Census Day Promotional Materials

Census Day is April 1, 2010. You can make your community part of this important nationwide civic event by displaying a 2010 census poster (or several) in public areas. Most posters are 16”x20” and may be displayed from February through May 2010. Click here for the selection of posters. You may request posters, brochures, and other census promotional items through your local Census Bureau partnership specialist. Please click here to find the specialist for your county.

Iowa Water Conference

“Pulling It All Together: Policy, Programs and Practices” is the theme for the 2010 Iowa Water Conference to be held March 8-9, 2010 in Ames. The conference will feature the Iowa Stormwater Conference and the Iowa Agriculture and Environment Conference. This year the Iowa DNR Sourcewater Protection Program will also be leading several sessions. The goal of the Iowa Water Center is to offer a conference that provides networking and collaboration opportunities for major water initiatives in Iowa and to provide an opportunity for water professionals and the public to communicate. Please click here for more information and to register for the conference.
Drake Forum: America’s New Farmers
The Drake Forum on America's New Farmers: Policy Innovations and Opportunities is an exciting two day meeting that will take place in Washington DC on March 4-5, 2010, at the L'Enfant Plaza Hotel. Registration for the conference is now open. Click here for more information including a scholarship opportunity and to register for the conference. Please address questions regarding the forum to americasnewfarmer@drake.edu.
NACo Legislative Conference
Register now for the 2010 NACo Legislative Conference to be held in Washington, DC from March 6-10. NACo Legislative Conference's must-attend educational workshops include topics covering our nation’s changing health system/health reform, immigration, Recovery Act funding and county fiscal stability – and many more. Featured speaker Joe Klein, columnist, TIME, will address attendees during Monday’s Opening Session. NACo will also be holding a free webinar on February 18 to instruct attendees on how to get the most out of their conference attendance. Click here for more information and to register for the webinar. 
NACo Webinar: How to Lobby Congress

You are invited to attend a free Webinar entitled “How to Lobby Congress” being held by NACo on February 11, from 1:00 pm – 2:15 pm. Discover how you can effectively lobby from your county offices and identify ways to get the attention of Congress. Please click here for more information and to register. Questions? Contact Matthew Fellows or 202.942.4205.

NACo County Leadership Institute

The National Association of Counties annually conducts the County Leadership Institute.  The dates for this year’s program are June 1-5, 2010.  To be eligible to participate you have to be nominated by ISAC and be a county supervisor from a NACo member county.  NACo is looking for county supervisors that preferably have 2 to 6 years of experience. Click here for more information.

ISAC will pay the registration fee for a county official from Iowa that is accepted.  You will be responsible for travel and incidental expenses if selected.  County supervisors Linda Langston (Linn), Melvyn Houser (Pottawattamie), Terrance Neuzil (Johnson), and Carl Mattes (Humboldt) have attended previous sessions.  They would be happy to share their experiences with you if you have questions about the program.  If you are interested in participating, please contact ISAC Executive Director Bill Peterson at bpeterson@iowacounties.org or call 515-244-7181 no later than February 9, 2010. 
Plan for National County Government Month
Start planning today to celebrate National County Government Month (NCGM) in April. This year’s theme is “Healthy Counties.” A NCGM booklet full of ideas to celebrate NCGM contains a draft proclamation, news release, suggested community activities and more. Booklets will soon be mailed to each member county and can also be found online by clicking here.
