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RESPONSE NEEDED!  Flood Plain Management Bill Eligible for Debate

SF 2316, the flood plain management bill, has been voted out of the Senate Rebuild Iowa Committee without recommendation and is eligible for floor debate. The bill is generating a lot of buzz around the Capitol, but we haven’t received much input from county officials on the issue.  One county zoning official provided positive feedback, while another expressed concern that the bill would hamper economic development within 500-year flood plains.  There’s also concern of whether flood plain maps will be updated to include 500-year flood plains. The key provisions of the bill include the following:

· For disasters involving flood damage, state financial assistance is contingent on the DNR’s finding that the local government has complied with minimum flood plain regulations and acted reasonably to avoid or mitigate future flood damage within the 0.2% (500-year) flood plain.

· On or after September 30, 2012, in new permits issued under the national pollutant discharge elimination system (NPDES) program, the DNR shall require mitigation of soil compaction and replacement of topsoil as part of completing the acres of land disturbance.

· Requires, by December 31, 2010, the DNR, in consultation with various listed entities, to develop a model ordinance for the regulation of a 500-year flood plain by political subdivisions.

· Prohibits new construction of critical health and safety facilities within a 500-year flood plain, unless locating the facilities outside the flood plain is not practicable. Also requires modifications or improvements of the facilities to be designed to maintain the operation and function of the facility during a 500-year flood.  

· Requires public records to be stored at a level not less than the level of a 500-year flood plus one foot. Also requires hazardous substances to be stored in a way that prevents them from being released into the environment during a 500-year flood.

· Requires the Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (DALS), hydrology experts, the Iowa Flood Center, and ISU to conduct a hydrological tiling study.

· Requires the DNR, DALS, the U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service, Iowa Flood Center, and Water Resources Coordinating Council to seek funding to plan, implement, and monitor one or more watershed demonstration pilot projects for urban and rural areas involving a 12-digit hydrologic unit code sub-watershed as defined by the U.S. geological survey.

Please contact Mary Beth Mellick or your Senator if you have any concerns with the bill. ISAC is currently registered undecided on the bill until we receive feedback from county officials. 

