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ISAC Update: Dated 8.20.10
Government Relations 

FMAP Extension Clears House, Signed Into Law by President
Disaster Unemployment Insurance Benefits
Local Farms and Farm Plan Survey 
Unemployment Updates 
USDA Business Resource Roundtables
FMAP Extension Clears House, Signed Into Law by President

Last week the House voted to send H.R. 1586 to the President. The bill, which the President signed the same day, provides $16 billion for a six month extension of the enhanced Federal Medicaid match (FMAP), and $10 billion to local education agencies to prevent teacher layoffs. The FMAP extension, which also applies to foster care maintenance payments, will be phased out from the current increase of 6.2% to 3.2% from January through March 2011 and to 1.2% from April through June. The FMAP extension until June 2011 will be a significant help to the Medicaid budget of both the state and counties in Iowa during fiscal year 2011, however, this action only temporarily delays everyone falling off the cliff in fiscal year 2012.  
Disaster Unemployment Insurance Benefits

The federal government declared 32 counties as weather-related disaster areas on August 14, 2010 as a result of the tornadoes, severe storms, and flooding. The benefits cover self-employed workers not usually entitled to unemployment insurance, including Iowa farmers. Claims need to be filed by September 17, 2010. Click here for more information and a list of eligible counties.
Local Food and Farm Plan Survey

The Leopold Center is conducting a survey of Iowa residents and organizations to gather input on the amendment passed this legislative session mandating that the Leopold Center develop a local food and farm plan for the state, including funding and policy recommendations. Click here to take the survey, to view the Local Food and Farm Plan amendment, and to view the progress so far on the plan. 
Unemployment Updates

Please click on the links below for important updates from the TALX Corporation; one regarding recent federal legislation on unemployment benefit extensions and the other about the state of Iowa's new My Iowa UI system.
USDA Business Resource Roundtables

The USDA in partnership with the Small Business Development Centers, the Iowa Department of Economic Development and the Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture at Iowa State University, devised a series of Business Resource Roundtables to be held across the state in August. The roundtables are targeted toward business owners, bankers, community leaders, economic developers and elected officials.  They will focus, in part, on traditional access to business resources and federal/state funding opportunities.  But, they will also present learning opportunities for producers, entrepreneurs, and others interested in expanding their role in local food systems. Please click here for more information including dates and times.
New and Noteworthy
Fall School Registration Opens at 8:30 am on Tuesday, August 24!
DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 10! 2010 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards
2011 ISAC Scholarship Applications Now Available!
2011 ISAC Scholarship Judges Needed 
ISAC Summer Office Hours
 ISAC is on Twitter
Anatomy of Iowa Floods: Preparing for the Future
New Small Business Loan Fund
IRS Webinar 
Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program
Local Comprehensive Planning Grant Program 
Watershed Planning Grants
FREE! NACo Webinars 
Fall School Registration Opens at 8:30 am on Tuesday, August 24!
Registration for the 2010 ISAC Fall School of Instruction to be held November 17-19, at the Coralville Marriott Hotel and Conference Center will open at 8:30 am on Tuesday, August 24. Hotel room blocks will also open at that time, but you MUST register for the conference before you are able to reserve your hotel room. Click here for more information on the registration and hotel room reservation process. 
Please bookmark the 2010 Fall School of Instruction webpage. It is updated often with all the conference information that you will need. 

DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 10! 2010 ISAC Excellence in Action Awards

The September 10 deadline for applications for the 2010 Excellence in Action Awards is quickly approaching! The Excellence in Action Award Program is a competitive awards program which seeks to recognize innovative county government employees, programs, and projects. The 2010 awards will be given out during the general session at the 2011 ISAC Spring School of Instruction on Wednesday, March 23. Please click here for more information including instruction on the application process. 
2011 ISAC Scholarship Applications Now Available! 
In March 2010, ISAC awarded a total of $35,500 in college scholarships to seven high school seniors. The top scholarship was worth $7,500. Using the proceeds of the 2010 ISAC Golf Tournament, ISAC will again be awarding scholarships in March 2011. Please click here for more information and for a copy of the scholarship application. Deadline for applications is December 17, 2010. For more information about the ISAC scholarships, please contact Tammy Norman, ISAC Office Manager, at tnorman@iowacounties.org or 515.244.7181 ext. 315.

2011 ISAC Scholarship Judges Needed

We need volunteers to be judges for the ISAC Scholarship program. We need a representative from each of ISAC’s six districts and from different affiliates. In your role as a scholarship judge, you will be asked to review the scholarship applications which will be mailed to you in late December/early January.  You will also be required to conduct personal interviews with the finalists in February, and to attend the awards ceremony that takes place during the general session at the ISAC Spring School in March.  If you are interested in becoming a scholarship judge, please contact Tammy Norman, ISAC Office Manager, at tnorman@iowacounties.org or 515.244.7181 ext. 315

ISAC Summer Office Hours

The ISAC Office will be going to summer hours from May 24, 2010 to September 10, 2010.  Our regular office hours during that time will be from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday.
ISAC is on Twitter

The Iowa State Association of Counties will now be using Twitter to communicate with county officials. Please follow us at www.twitter.com/iowacounties to receive to-the-minute updates and ISAC news. If you have any questions or need help getting signed up, please contact Rachel Bicego. 

Anatomy of Iowa Floods:  Preparing for the Future
The Iowa flood forums held earlier this summer throughout the state will continue through September. The community symposiums are designed to help people better understand recent flooding in Iowa and better plan and prepare for future flooding.  The events titled “Anatomy of Iowa Floods: Preparing for the Future,” will take place in the following locations:
· Elkader:  Tuesday, September 7 – Freedom Bank Community Room

· Cherokee:  Tuesday, September 14 – Western Iowa Community College
· Red Oak:  Tuesday, September 21 – Montgomery County Historical Society Building
· Honey Creek Resort State Park:  Thursday, September 30

Click here for more information about the symposiums or contact Joe Bolkcom at joe-bolkcom@uiowa.edu or 319.353.2681.
New Small Business Loan Fund

Funds are available for specific uses in principal amounts of $2,500 to $50,000. For assistance in applying for a loan under this program, contact your nearest Small Business Development Center, which you can find by visiting http://www.iowasbdc.org/. 
IRS Webinar

A free webinar is being offered by the IRS on the taxability of certain fringe benefits for state and local governments. The webinar will be held on August 25 at 1:00 pm. Please click here for more information and to register.
Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program

Eligible applicants include multijurisdictional and multi-sector partnerships consisting of a consortium of government entities and non-profit partners. The deadline to apply is August 23, 2010. Click here for guidelines and an application form.  
Local Comprehensive Planning Grant Program

Eligible applicants include any of the 85 counties that were presidentially declared disaster areas as a result of the storms of 2008, as well as any city government within those counties. Up to $50,000 per participating governmental entity may be requested.  Applicants must provide a one-to-one match.  Multi-jurisdictional plans are encouraged.  The program is funded through Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds provided to Iowa from HUD. The deadline to apply is Sept. 30, 2010. Click here for guidelines and an application form.  The Rebuild Iowa Office Smart Planning web site, www.rio.iowa.gov, is continuously updated as grants become available.
Watershed Planning Grants

The DNR is opening the third round of Watershed Planning Grants, which help local Iowa groups find solutions for improving Iowa’s lakes, streams and rivers. Counties can get started by calling for a consultation to discuss ideas and have questions about the grant application process and watershed improvement answered. Applications are due September 1. Planning grants offer $10,000 to $50,000 to develop Watershed Management Plans that address problems and create solutions for waters on the state’s impaired waters list. Local or regional groups, organizations or agencies (public or private) are eligible to apply. Click here for more information from the DNR Website.
FREE! NACo Webinars

NACo offers a number of webinars that are free to members. Please click here for a list of webinars and registration information. Please take advantage of these extremely beneficial tools. 
