[image: image1.jpg]



ISAC Update: Dated 4.5.10
Government Relations 
( Sine Die
( Open Meetings/Open Records 
( Transportation Appropriations
( Axle Weight Bill

( Cogeneration Facilities Bill

( Special Elections in Disaster-affected Counties Bill Dies
( DHS Director Krogmeier Explains Field Reorganization
( Attn Supervisors: Legislative Policy Committee Representative
Sine Die

The 83rd General Assembly adjourned in the daylight on Tuesday, March 30. After spending all day on Saturday, March 27, in caucus, the legislature came back to work on Monday and Tuesday and finished up. The Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund (RIIF) bill and the Standing Appropriations bill contain the final agreements that were necessary for adjournment.

Standings: HF 2531, the Standings bill, delays the decision on MH/DD allowed growth for FY 2012 until January when the next session convenes. Since the pre-designated amount for the past two years has not been appropriated, this change shouldn’t have much impact on counties for budgeting purposes.

Property Tax Credits were funded at the same level as 2010 after the 10% across-the-board cut by the Governor. The total is $97.2 million, with the breakdown as follows:  Homestead, $87.7 million; Family Farm and Ag Land, $32.3 million; Elderly and Disabled, $23.4 million; and Military, $2.4 million.  

RIIF bill: SF 2389 appropriates:
· $30 million from the newly established Revenue Bonds Capitals II Fund to the I-Jobs Board for competitive grants for cities and counties that apply to the new smart planning principals and local comprehensive planning and development guidelines.

· $30.9 million from the RBC II Fund to the I-Jobs Board for targeted disaster relief and rebuilding, flood mitigation, and construction projects.  Of this amount, $4.4 million is allocated to Linn County for FY 2011 for renovation and expansion of the administrative office building.  This is a deferred disaster relief project.

The road funding that was appropriated in last year’s infrastructure and bonding bills remains available.  Last year’s infrastructure bill (HF 822) appropriated $14.7 million for FY 2010 and $24.7 million for FY 2011 to cities and counties for rebuilding or repairing local roads.  Last year’s bonding bill (HF 820) appropriated $5.5 million from the Federal Recovery and Reinvestment Fund for FY 2010 for rebuilding and repairing roads.  Funding from both bills is to be allocated 50% to the city street fund and 50% to the secondary road fund, and expended within two years.  Total revenue deposited in the secondary road fund in FY 2010 and FY 2011 from HF 820 and HF 822 is $22.5 million. 

Division VII of the bill includes smart planning provisions:

· Establishes 10 smart planning principles that State, local, and other public entities are required to consider and may apply the principles during all appropriate planning and zoning decisions.

· Specifies that no principles are to be construed to expand eminent domain authority beyond that which is authorized under current law. 

· Creates a task force consisting of 29 voting members, which include the ISAC Executive Director and three county officials appointed by the Governor, which will report to the General Assembly by November 15, 2010.

Open Meetings/Open Records

After several attempts to pass legislation regarding Iowa’s Open Meetings/Open Records law, the Legislature left town without making any changes.  HF 777, which passed the House last year, reflected the changes that the stakeholders agreed on.  When the bill was taken up by the Senate this year, they struck everything in the bill and replaced it with a proposed Iowa Public Information Board. 

The investigation of the Iowa School Board Association created an interest on the part of some legislators to expand Iowa’s Open Meetings/Open Records law to nonprofit associations funded by tax dollars. 

During the last few days of the session, the Senate version of HF 777 was struck, the House version of HF 777 was drafted as an amendment but withdrawn, and the expansion of open meetings/open records was struck. The Education Appropriations bill does include a request for an interim study of the inclusion of nonprofit organizations supported in whole or in part by public funds in Iowa’s Open Meetings/Open Records law.      
Transportation Appropriations

SF 2381, the Transportation Appropriations Bill, appropriates a total of $350.7 million to the Department of Transportation (DOT). This includes $48.9 million from the Road Use Tax Fund and $301.8 million from the Primary Road Fund. This is a net decrease of $1.6 million compared to FY 2010 estimates.  The bill includes the following provisions:

· $1.4 million for costs associated with county issuance of driver’s licenses and vehicle registrations and titles.  Of the total amount appropriated, $174,000 will be used for electronic processing at county treasurer sites for FY 2011.

· Amends code sections relating to all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) to include “off-road utility vehicles.”  The bill authorizes a city or county to designate streets for use by ATVs and off-road utility vehicles, and allows the vehicles to stop at service stations or convenience stores on the designated streets.  The bill does not exclude cities or counties from liability of personal injury or damage to property.

Axle Weight Bill 

HF 2512, the axel weight bill, extends the weight limits that currently apply to livestock and construction vehicles to commercial motor vehicles, allowing for loads of up to 96,000 pounds on 7 axels. Special trucks are exempt. The bill also requires the driver to obtain a commercial driver’s license, unless they’re exempt under Iowa Code §321.176, which exempts farmers. The provisions of the bill only apply to vehicles operating on non-interstate highways. 
Cogeneration Facilities Bill to Governor

SF 2373, the Cogeneration Facilities bill, is on its way to the Governor.  The bill was written to implement the recommendations of the Utility Replacement Tax Task Force. The Task Force’s role is to study issues related to the taxation of electrical power utilities and provide recommendations. The Task Force developed a method of fairly taxing an Archer Daniels Midland (ADM) cogeneration facility in the city of Clinton.  Under current law, a self-generating facility is subject to local property taxes if the facility generates electricity solely for its own purpose. The Clinton ADM facility, however, also provides power to an adjacent plant, changing its status from a self-generating facility to a cogeneration facility, and subjecting it to the state’s replacement tax. SF 2373 re-defines a cogeneration facility, allowing the Clinton ADM plant to be locally assessed and avoid double taxation. City officials had estimated that Clinton would receive $4.4 million less in tax revenues within 10 years if the law remained unchanged. The bill takes effect upon enactment and applies retroactively to tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2010.

Special Elections in Disaster-affected Counties Bill Dies

HF 2516, a bill that would have allowed for special elections in disaster-affected counties and cities in addition to those already set in code, did not gain any traction and never made it out of committee before the legislative session ended last week.  There was concern expressed about allowing for more special elections after legislation was passed two years ago limiting the number of elections that cities, counties, and schools could hold.

DHS Director Krogmeier Explains Field Reorganization

Charlie Krogmeier, Director of the Department of Human Services, updated county officials on the status of the Department’s reorganization and the impact on its field operations on Monday, April 05, 2010. ISAC hosted a conference call to provide a forum for the briefing. There were approximately 80 counties participating in the conference call. Click here for additional information, including a press release issued by DHS, a new county alignment map, and conference call minutes. Information is also available at the DHS website at http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/.

Attn Supervisors: Legislative Policy Committee

Sally Stutsman, President of the supervisors’ affiliate, would like supervisors who are interested in serving on the new Legislative Policy Committee to contact her at sstutsma@co.johnson.ia.us before Wednesday, April 14.  The first meeting of the committee will be in May. She will be making appointments to the committee from the list of those who express an interest. If you have questions regarding the committee, please contact ISAC at 515.244.7181.
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Attendee Survey: 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction

Thank you to all attendees of the 2010 ISAC Spring School of Instruction. Please take a moment to complete the brief survey that we have created to compile feedback from conference attendees. This information is used in the planning of future ISAC conferences. Click here to complete the survey. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Rachel Bicego or 515.244.7181. 
2010 County Financial Overview Now Available
Please click here for the 2010 County Financial Overview. Please contact Mary Beth Mellick or 515.244.7181 if you have any questions. 
2010 ISAC University

The 2010 ISAC University will now be held April 19-20, 2010, at the West Des Moines Marriott. Please join us for this exciting day-and-a-half conference that will give you down-to-earth training on how to become an effective leader.  The conference will provide unique content that is packed with powerful success strategies.  The dynamic speakers will give you practical information that you can begin using as soon as you return home. Click here for more information including a full agenda and to register. 
ISAC is on Twitter
The Iowa State Association of Counties will now be using Twitter to communicate with county officials. Please follow us at www.twitter.com/iowacounties to receive to-the-minute updates and ISAC news. If you have any questions or need help getting signed up, please contact Rachel Bicego. 
New Funding Opportunities for Rural Counties

County governments are eligible for three recently announced funding opportunities from USDA Rural Development that address rural housing, business development, telemedicine and distance learning.  These new funding opportunities represent a sample of the many USDA Rural Development programs utilized by counties. The agency also operates loan and grant programs utilized by rural communities for development of water/wastewater infrastructure, community facilities, broadband, housing, renewable energy and business development. Please click here for more information.
Regional Flood Risk Management Team Meeting
The nation’s first-ever Regional Flood Risk Management Team (RFRMT) will meet in Cedar Rapids on April 8 to discuss the unusually high spring river levels resulting from one of the wettest falls and winters in the Upper Mississippi River basin’s history. The meeting, hosted by the Iowa Department of Homeland Security, is scheduled to be held at the Clarion Hotel and Convention Center. Please click here for more information. 
NACO County Jail Diversion Forum

With support from Eli Lilly & Company, NACo will be hosting a County Jail Diversion Forum in Allegheny County (Pittsburgh), PA, May 5th and 6th, 2010.  The forum will present counties with a chance to learn about and improve upon local efforts to divert individuals with mental illness from the criminal justice system.  The first day will consist of a site visit to two diversion programs housed inside the Allegheny County Jail. The second day will consist of educational sessions featuring both local and national experts, highlighting the county commissioner role in these issues. Registration is open to all NACo member counties that did not attend the County Jail Diversion Forum in Bexar County in October 2009. Register now, as space is limited and operates on a first come, first serve basis.  

Click here for the draft agenda, registration form, and promotional flier. Please contact Kati Guerra at kguerra@naco.org or 202.942.4279.
Leadership Series: Lessons of the "7 Habits of Highly Effective People"

When was the last time you felt thoroughly effective in your office? How many times have you thought you could do better? Feel better? Attend this webinar on Thursday, April 8, 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm to see how Steven Covey's "7 Habits of Highly Effective People" are useful to county officials. Keith Niemann, on loan to NACo from University of Nebraska Extension Program, will demonstrate the leadership lesson to be learned from each of the habits. Click here to register and please contact Keith Niemann at 202.661.8805 with questions.
