[image: image1.jpg]



ISAC Update: Dated 03.13.09
Government Relations

( Gender Balance

( Labor Bills 

( Open Meeting/Open Records

( New Community Disaster Grant Allocations Available!
( Governor Culver Announces I-JOBS Initiative 
( DOT Policy Bill Amended to Include Cap on TIME-21
( Legislature Sends Hazardous Substance Cleanup Bill to Governor
( Emergency Management Bills Make Their Way Out of Committee

( City Election Times 

( Equalization Orders
( County Recorder Technical Bill
( Counting Absentee Ballots
( Election Audits
( Save the Date: Free Webinar – Leading in Tough Times
( 2009 County Day at the Capitol 

Outside of the usual property tax shots across the bow, there are relatively few issues that ISAC has significant concerns with that have survived the first funnel.  It is important to remember that issues can be revived, but for now the main areas of concern are:

Gender Balance

Three bills remain in the mix. HF 243 and SF 133, which would require all local boards and commissions to be gender balanced, and SSB 1218, which asks local governments to make a concerted effort to diversify membership on local boards and commissions and to report to the Commission on the Status of Women every three years.  ISAC is opposed to the first two bills and in favor of the latter. 

Labor Bills

Two bills that ISAC opposes, prevailing wage, HF 333, and choice of doctor, HF 530, are alive after the first funnel.  Prevailing wage did not have the votes to pass the House, so it is on life support.  Whether choice of doctor can garner the necessary votes still remains to be seen. These are issues that county officials should be talking to their legislators about.  Another labor bill, Fair Share, HF 555, died in the first funnel, having not made it out of committee, but it could be revived as a leadership bill.  A collective bargaining bill, HSB 269, made it out of committee on Thursday.  This bill is not onerous, however last year a similar bill was amended on the floor of the House to significantly expand the scope of bargaining.  

Open Meeting/Open Records

There are companion bills on both sides, HSB 234 and SF 282, that were voted out of committee to ensure that they could continue to be worked on.  Stakeholders have been told that these bills are works in progress and that there will be ample opportunity to come to a consensus.  Currently, these bills include several items that ISAC objected to last year including “walking quorums,” increased civil penalties, and making employment applications open records. 

New Community Disaster Grant Allocations Available!

Two weeks ago we notified you about a snag in the process for allocating the $22 million in community disaster grants to cities and counties.  Briefly, the snag was that the allocations did not accurately reflect the damage in each jurisdiction because they were based on mailing address instead of property location.  We are now pleased to report that the grant money has been reallocated based on a geo-coding of actual property location.  In most cases the reallocation results in significantly more grant money available to counties.  We want to extend a big thank you to Muscatine County officials, and their legislators, for highlighting the need for reallocation.  To see the spreadsheet with the new allocations, and to learn more about the community disaster grant program, visit the Iowa Homeland Security website, www.iowahomelandsecurity.org. IMPORTANT: APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT FUNDING MUST BE COMPLETED BY APRIL 1, 2009!  
Governor Culver Announces I-JOBS Initiative
Thursday morning Governor Culver unveiled details of a $750 million job creation and infrastructure improvement plan.  Five areas of infrastructure will be addressed:

· $250 million for transportation projects;
· $175 million to complete important projects already scheduled;
· $150 million for public buildings, disaster relief, housing, and other flood-related infrastructure not covered by other funding sources;
· $100 million for water quality and waste water improvement projects; and
· $75 million for local infrastructure, broadband technology, and alternative energy infrastructure.

Please visit http://www.governor.iowa.gov/ijobs/index.php for a more complete description of the program, a PowerPoint presentation, live audio of the press conference, and a map of possible I-JOBS projects.

DOT Policy Bill Amended to Include Cap on TIME-21
SSB 1185/HSB 163, the annual DOT policy bills, were both amended in transportation committees to include language that will set a cap on the TIME-21 Fund of $225 million.  Should this bill pass, and in the event that TIME-21 is fully funded in the future, any revenue generated in excess of $225 million will revert back to the Road Use Tax Fund formula.  The cap amount was agreed upon by the County Engineers Association, ISAC, and the DOT.  
Legislature Sends Hazardous Substance Cleanup Bill to Governor
SF 328 simplifies and clarifies local governments’ ability to recover reasonable response and cleanup costs from those responsible for creating a hazardous condition or releasing a hazardous substance.  Currently, when a settlement is not agreed upon, local governments must make claims for reimbursement through the Environmental Protection Commission.  This bill gives authority to local governments to seek reimbursement directly if administrative or judicial review is sought, provided that they first submit an advisory request to the DNR to determine whether the cleanup actions serving as the basis of the cleanup costs were consistent with the code.  The bill was managed by Senator Stewart (D-Jackson) and Rep. Kearns (D-Lee).

Emergency Management Bills Make Their Way Out of Committee
SSB 1297 makes changes to the statewide mutual aid compact and emergency management commissions.  Currently the compact requires a participating government to “opt-in” through ordinance or resolution.  The bill would change the law to include all participating governments and those not wishing to participate would be required to “opt-out.” Emergency management commissions would also be included as a participating government alongside other political subdivisions.  Senator Quirmbach (D-Story) will sponsor an amendment that clarifies that emergency management commissions do not have taxing authority as the other participating governments do.  The bill also contains clarifying language in the “countywide special levy” funding mechanism for emergency management.

HSB 265 by Rep. Schueller (D-Jackson) requests a study of the emergency management system for the 2009 interim, including exploring cost-saving measures, service sharing, communication systems, and training programs.  ISAC is registered in favor of this bill.

City Election Times

HF 450 passed the House with a vote of 94-1.  This is one of ISAC’s objectives and would allow any city in a special election to choose whether to open the polls at 7:00 am or 12:00 pm.  Currently only cities with a population of less than 3,500 have a choice.  Representative Willems (D-Linn) was the floor manager.  It now goes to the Senate for consideration.

Equalization Orders

SF 266 passed the Senate with a vote of 50-0.  This bill requires the notice of an equalization order published by the county auditor to contain a statement indicating that an affected property owner or taxpayer has the right to protest the equalization order by filing an appeal with the local board of review.  It now goes to the House for consideration. This is an ISAC legislative objective.
County Recorder Technical Bill

SF 288 passed the Senate with a vote of 47-0.  The bill makes technical changes to the code regarding the duties of a county recorder.  It now goes to the House for consideration. This is an ISAC legislative objective.
Counting Absentee Ballots

HF 670 (successor to HSB 133) passed House State Government and is waiting to be debated on the floor.  The bill requires the counting of absentee ballots to begin on the day before general election.  The results shall not be released until the count is completed on Election Day. ISAC is registered in favor of this bill. 
Election Audits

HF 682 (successor to HF 396) passed House State Government and is waiting to be debated on the floor.  The bill requires a hand count in selected precincts after an election.  Additional precincts are required to be audited if the first audit differs from the machine count by more than 0.5%.  The bill does not allow audits of an office if a recount is being conducted.  Representative Gaskill (D-Wapello) will be the floor manager. 
Save the Date: Free Webinar - Leading in Tough Times
The first in NACo's series of free webinars will provide you with information and ideas about coping with and recovering from the recession. This 75 minute webinar, Leading in Tough Times: Implementation of the Stimulus Package - What Counties Need to Know, will be held Thursday, April 2, at 1:00 pm. Funds from The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, enacted on February 17, are already reaching state and local governments.  Learn what's in it for counties; the purpose, structure and status of key funding for counties; and the important accountability requirements of the law. Look for more information and the final agenda in County News and on the NACo Web site. Click here to register. For more information please contact Carrie Clingan at cclingan@naco.org or 202.942.4246.
2009 County Day at the Capitol

Join us on Wednesday, March 25, 2009 for ISAC’s first County Day at the Capitol. This event will begin at the Wallace Building auditorium. There will be special presenters on the hot issues of the time. From there, the group will travel to the Capitol. This time at the statehouse will give county officials the opportunity to participate in the lobbying process by meeting with their legislators. Click here for more information and to register for the event. 
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2009 ISAC Spring School of Instruction Conference Evaluation
Thank you very much to those of you who attended the 2009 ISAC Spring School of Instruction in Des Moines.  Once again, we had a very successful conference.  Please take a moment to fill out the post-conference evaluation. Your feedback will be used to ensure that future conferences are of the most value and benefit to you. 

Thank you again for your conference participation and taking the time to fill out our post-conference evaluation.
Save the Date: Ready to Run April 3, 2009
In 1998, the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University established Ready to Run™ to encourage women in New Jersey to seek public office. Ready to Run™ is a bi-partisan effort to recruit and train women to run for all levels of office. In 2007, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics at Iowa State University was invited to join the Ready to Run™ National Training Network. Some 45 women attended Ready to Run™ Iowa on June 1, 2007. Several participants went on to run for—and win election to—public office in 2008.

Based on the success of the 2007 Ready to Run™ Iowa and the state’s below average performance in electing women to state and national office, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics is committed to offering this one-day, comprehensive, bi-partisan campaign training workshop every other year. The next Ready to Run™ Iowa is scheduled for April 3, 2009, at the Scheman Building, Iowa State Center, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa. Click here for more information and a registration form.
