[image: image1.jpg]



ISAC Update: Dated 03.06.09
Government Relations

( Fuel Tax Legislation
( MH/DD Funding

( Open Meetings/Open Records

( CAFO Public Hearing Bill Narrowly Passes House Committee

( County/City Disaster Recovery Bill Moves Forward

( 2009 County Day at the Capitol 

Fuel Tax Legislation
In addition to the currently active bills that would increase the fuel tax, ISAC received word of additional legislation that will likely be filed next week.  The new legislation will likely: reduce a portion of the registration fee increases passed last session, which is borne entirely on Iowans; increase the fuel tax, which includes contributions from out-of-state drivers using our roads; and recognize the importance of biofuels to Iowa’s economy.  Once ISAC has reviewed the proposed legislation we will provide a model resolution for the counties to adopt.  We also encourage you to contact Governor Culver and express your support for full funding of TIME-21 and a fuel tax increase.  Please visit www.iowacounties.org late next week to find a copy of the resolution and contact information.
MH/DD Funding
HF 414, the FY 2009 de-appropriation and supplemental appropriations bill, quickly moved through the Senate this week.  It passed the Appropriations Committee and moved on to the floor on Thursday. This bill reinstates all but $39,000 of the 1.5% cut to county mental health and developmental disabilities funding ordered by the Governor earlier this year. The bill requires DHS to send the funds to the counties immediately upon enactment. Counties need to be prepared to deal with this influx of funds along with the funding coming from the federal stimulus package. The federal funds come to the counties from the Department of Human Services in the form of credits on your bills from the state.
Open Meetings/Open Records

A joint House and Senate subcommittee met on Thursday to review the open meeting/open records proposals contained in HSB 234 and SSB 1231 (see also SF 161).  The bills contain many of the items that were of concern to ISAC last year:  walking quorums, increased penalties, and potentially confusing definition changes. The bills eliminate the enforcement board we objected to last year and replace it with an advisory committee.  The bills add a new requirement for every government body to designate a public records officer. The subcommittee chairs, Representative Lensing (D-Johnson) and Senator Jochum (D-Dubuque), pledged to get something meaningful accomplished in relation to this issue this year.  ISAC will continue to monitor these meetings and keep you informed of the status of these bills.   
CAFO Public Hearing Bill Narrowly Passes House Committee
HSB 168 would mandate that county boards of supervisors hold public hearings and submit comments presented at the hearing to the DNR upon an application to construct a confinement feeding operation structure.  The bill was amended in committee to allow supervisors to designate a commission, such as planning and zoning, to conduct the hearing and submit the comments.  The bill, which ISAC is registered against, passed by a vote of 11-10.
County/City Disaster Recovery Bill Moves Forward
SSB 1239 passed the Senate rebuild Iowa committee this week.  This bill contains: a legalizing act for disaster-related expenditures that may have exceeded an original or previously amended FY 2008 budget; adds three new sections to essential county purpose related to disaster recovery, bonds for which may mature and be retired in a period of 30 years from date of issue; and makes changes to the emergency repair provision of the code.
2009 County Day at the Capitol

Join us on Wednesday, March 25, 2009 for ISAC’s first County Day at the Capitol. This event will begin at the Wallace Building auditorium. There will be special presenters on the hot issues of the time. From there, the group will travel to the Capitol. This time at the statehouse will give county officials the opportunity to participate in the lobbying process by meeting with their legislators. Click here for more information and to register for the event. 
New and Noteworthy
( 2009 ISAC Spring School of Instruction a Success! 
( Save the Date: Ready to Run April 3, 2009
2009 ISAC Spring School of Instruction a Success!
We want to thank all of you who attended the spring school this week and made the conference a great success. Early next week we will be sending out a conference evaluation survey. Please take the time to fill out this online survey and share your thoughts with us. This will help us to plan for future conferences.
Save the Date: Ready to Run April 3, 2009
In 1998, the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University established Ready to Run™ to encourage women in New Jersey to seek public office. Ready to Run™ is a bi-partisan effort to recruit and train women to run for all levels of office. In 2007, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics at Iowa State University was invited to join the Ready to Run™ National Training Network. Some 45 women attended Ready to Run™ Iowa on June 1, 2007. Several participants went on to run for—and win election to—public office in 2008.

Based on the success of the 2007 Ready to Run™ Iowa and the state’s below average performance in electing women to state and national office, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics is committed to offering this one-day, comprehensive, bi-partisan campaign training workshop every other year. The next Ready to Run™ Iowa is scheduled for April 3, 2009, at the Scheman Building, Iowa State Center, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa. Click here for more information and a registration form.
