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ACTION NEEDED: Gender Balance

The House and Senate are working on companion bills that would require local boards, commissions, committees and councils to be gender balanced.  Subcommittees on both sides met on their respective bills (HSB 12, HF 50 and SSB 1050) and will meet again next week to review amendments suggested by the League of Cities and ISAC.  The bills are assigned to State Government Committees rather than Local Government.  League and ISAC staffs are working to make changes to the bill.  One change would be to allow local officials to fill a position after making a good faith effort to fill it with the needed gender for balance.  The time frame for “good faith” is being negotiated.  The legislature is leaning toward six months as the time necessary to meet this standard, while local government lobbyists are arguing that this is too long.  The League is asking that cities with populations under 1,000 be exempt and ISAC is working on a similar exemption for small counties.  ISAC is also seeking an exemption for certain boards, such as the Compensation Board, where numerous entities have appointment authority.  PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS and explain the difficulties that you have in filling positions without this additional hurdle. Click here for legislative contact information. 
Bond Referendum Language Change
The Senate unanimously passed SF 45 this week and a House subcommittee passed the bill Thursday morning.  This bill removes the requirement for counties to list the “total cost not exceeding” portion from a ballot proposition for general county purpose bonds.  If this bill is successful, counties will only be required to list the purpose of the project and the amount of the bonds they would like to issue on the ballot.  This is the same language cities are currently required to use and would allow counties the same flexibility to use other available funds to complete projects that exceed the amount of the bonds.  The Senate did include an amendment that would require the county to post a notice of the amount and purpose of the bonds along with a non-binding total cost estimate with the minutes of the meeting at which the board adopts a resolution to call a special election to vote upon the question of issuing the bonds.  The house Local Government Committee will be considering this bill Monday, February 2. PLEASE CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE and ask for their support. Click here for legislative contact information. This has been an ISAC objective for a number of years.
Governor Culver Proposes $56 Million Property Tax Increase

By slashing property tax credit funding and mental health property tax relief, Governor Culver’s proposed FY 2010 budget will raise Iowans’ property taxes by $56 million.  The most significant cut is a $50 million reduction in the homestead property tax credit.  That cut will result in a $63 property tax increase for the average Iowa homeowner.  (The Governor’s budget funds the other property tax credits at the same level as FY 2009.  Those credits include the agricultural land credit, the family farm credit, the military service credit, and the low-income elderly/disabled credit.)  The Governor also proposed a $6 million cut in mental health property tax relief.  As should be obvious from the name, a cut in property tax relief will automatically increase property taxes.  In this case, the cut will increase county mental health property taxes by $6 million.  

Nobody likes a property tax increase.  But most citizens can stomach a tax increase if they know the money is being used for new or better services.  Unfortunately, that’s not the case here.  Neither of these property tax increases will enhance service levels because they don’t result in any additional revenue for counties or other local governments.  The Governor’s budget merely proposes a direct shift in the funding source:  instead of state government paying $56 million for mental health and other local services, Iowa property taxpayers will pay.  
Homestead Credit Cut Impact

How does Governor Culver’s proposed $50 million cut in the homestead credit impact your county? Your taxpayers? ISAC has prepared a spreadsheet that addresses those questions.  Click here for more information and to download the spreadsheet from the ISAC website.  
Governor’s Budget Slashes Mental Health Funding

For a number of years now the legislature has appropriated mental health allowed growth funding a year in advance so counties can plan their budgets with some degree of certainty.  Well, so much for certainty.  During the 2008 session, the legislature appropriated $8.3 million for mental health allowed growth in FY 2010.  Governor Culver’s proposed FY 2010 budget not only zeroes out that allowed growth appropriation, it actually cuts mental health allowed growth funding by $6 million.  In FY 2009 counties received $79 million in allowed growth funding to pay for mental health services.  In FY 2010, that funding was set to rise to $87 million.  Instead, it will fall to $73 million.  This marks the first cut in allowed growth funding since 2002.
Mental Health/Developmental Disabilities Workgroup

The Health and Human Services Appropriations Subcommittee has initiated Wednesday morning workgroup meetings to have focused discussions on funding mental health and developmental disabilities services.  Legislators in attendance at the first meeting were Senators Amanda Ragan (D-Cerro Gordo), Jack Hatch (D-Polk), Dave Johnson (R-Osceola), Joe Bolkcom (D-Johnson), Becky Schmitz (D-Jefferson), and Mary Jo Wilhelm (D-Howard) and Representative Beth Wessel-Kroeschel (D-Story).   John Pollak from the Legislative Services Agency provided an overview of what has happened over the past ten years or so.  Senator Hatch commented that something is going to happen this year.  He expects to have a bill that will restructure and redesign the system, expand services, and increase quality without increasing costs. Future presentations are scheduled from: Carol Logan, Wapello County CPC; Bob Lincoln, Cerro Gordo, Black Hawk, Butler, Floyd and Mitchell County CPC; Community Services Network staff; and Jay Syverson.
Disaster Assistance for Iowans on Fast Track  

HF 64, which includes $56 million in disaster relief, passed both the House and the Senate and now goes to the Governor to be signed. The $56 million will come from Iowa's economic emergency fund, which currently has $155 million. 


The Jumpstart Iowa Housing program will receive $24 million. Anyone affected by the disaster is eligible for housing assistance if their income in not more than 150% of the average median income. Preference will be given to those who have not received prior aid and they can receive up to $24,999. 


Another $10 million will go into an Unmet Disaster Assistance Grant program. Grants are limited to households with income at or less than 300% of the federal poverty level. For a family of four, that amounts to $66,000. Grants cannot exceed $2,500. This money can be used for personal needs, childcare, mental health services and certain other disaster related needs. 

A new Community Disaster Grant Program will provide $22 million to cities and counties to help meet their disaster related needs including repairing or replacing public infrastructure, replacing or rehabilitating lost housing stock, and buying out homes in flood areas.
Please contact your legislators and the Governor and thank them for their prompt action on this important legislation. 

Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund

Both House and Senate Natural Resources committees have approved legislation (HJR 1/SJR 1) to initiate a constitutional amendment to create the natural resources and outdoor recreation trust fund to preserve and protect Iowa’s resources.  If passed and ratified by the people, the fund will be credited with a portion of the state sales tax after the next sales tax increase.  The legislation passed during the 2008 session and, if passed again this session or in 2010, will go to the citizens of Iowa for approval at the 2010 general election.  This is one of ISAC’s top legislative priorities for 2009.
ISAC Leadership Meetings

This Tuesday, January 27, ISAC President Gary Anderson, Executive Director Bill Peterson, policy staff Linda Hinton, Nate Bonnett, and Hanna De Groot, and Supervisor lobbyist Mike Wentzien met with Governor Culver and leadership in the Senate and House to go over ISAC’s top priorities.  The issues that were highlighted were: repealing LOST TIF; the desperate need for more funding for county mental health; the urgent need for moneys to fund TIME-21; and the need to replace the current 2,000 foot rule for sex offenders with safe zones.  The legislators were open to what was brought before them but the general consensus was that it was going to be a tight budget year.
2009 County Day at the Capitol

Join us on Wednesday, March 25, 2009 for ISAC’s first County Day at the Capitol. This event will begin at the Wallace Building auditorium. There will be special presenters on the "hot" issues of the time. From there, the group will travel to the Capitol. This time at the statehouse will give county officials the opportunity to participate in the lobbying process by meeting with their legislators. Click here for more information on the event. 

2009 NACo Legislative Conference – Register Today! 

Don’t miss the 2009 NACo Legislative Conference being held March 7-11, at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, DC. This critical conference will focus on the new Administration and the 111th Congress. ISAC will set up several meetings with Iowa delegation and hold a breakfast in association with the conference. Click here for more information and to register. 
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2009 ISAC Spring School
Online registration for the 2009 ISAC Spring School of Instruction is now available. If you register before 4:30 pm on Monday, February 23, the pre-registration fee is $110.  After this date, all registrations must take place on-site at the Des Moines Marriott Downtown and you will be charged the late fee of $130.  We strongly encourage pre-registering for the conference as is helps the ISAC staff plan accordingly for conference-wide activities and materials, including the ISAC Networking Lunch. Click here to register today! 
Conference Website

Please click here to visit the 2009 ISAC Spring School website for up-to-date conference details.  This website is an excellent resource for all conference details that will be posted as they are finalized.  
Click here for the full version of this update which includes: FREE ISAC Networking Luncheon; Exhibit Hall Hours; ISAC Dance; ISAC Educational Seminars; Keynote Speaker; Hotel Accommodations; and Hospitality Rooms.
As always, please don’t hesitate to contact Stacy Horner if you have any questions.  We look forward to seeing you in Des Moines March 4-6, 2009!
2009 County Financial Overview Available

The 2009 County Financial Overview is now available on ISAC’s website, click here.  Most of the tables have been updated for the 2009 County Financial Overview.  However, for some tables, updated data is not yet available. We anticipate those tables will have updated data available in the spring of 2009.  Once that data is available, new tables will be posted on the website, and at that time hard copies of the CFO will be mailed to each auditor and board of supervisors. If you have any questions, contact Jay Syverson at jsyverson@iowacounties.org
NACo County Leadership Institute

The National Association of Counties annually conducts the County Leadership Institute at New York University in New York City.  The dates for this year’s program are May 26-30, 2008.  To be eligible to participate you have to be nominated by ISAC and be a county supervisor from a NACo member county.  NACo is looking for county supervisors that preferably have 2 to 6 years of experience.  
ISAC will pay the registration fee for a county official from Iowa that is accepted.  You will be responsible for travel and incidental expenses if selected.  County supervisors Linda Langston (Linn), Melvyn Houser (Pottawattamie), and Terrance Neuzil (Johnson) have attended previous sessions.  They would be happy to share their experiences with you if you have questions about the program.  If you are interested in participating, please contact ISAC Executive Director Bill Peterson at bpeterson@iowacounties.org or call 515-244-7181 no later than February 11, 2009. Click here for more information. 
Income Tax Changes for Flood Victims
The Rebuild Iowa Office (RIO) has issued information on reporting Disaster Assistance for tax purposes.  Please click here for a link to more information from the Iowa Department of Revenue. 
New Iowa Tax Research Library Is Now Online

The new and improved Iowa Tax Research Library is now available. The Library provides access to the Department’s archives of tax laws, administrative rules, tax policy, and court cases. Click here to access the tax library. 

Iowa Climate Change Briefing and Discussion - Monday February 16, Des Moines
The University of Iowa Center for Global and Regional Environmental Research and a variety of co-sponsoring organizations invite you to a climate change briefing and discussion to highlight the recent report of the Iowa Climate Change Advisory Council. 

The briefing and discussion will take place on Monday, February 16, 6:00-7:30 pm at the Iowa State Historical Building Auditorium, 600 East Locust in Des Moines. Click here for the event flier. 

Mater Matrix Deadline Approaching
If a county chooses to use the master matrix to evaluate applications for construction permits for large animal confinement operations, the board of supervisors must adopt a “construction evaluation resolution” annually.
 
According the DNR’s administrative rules, if the board of supervisors wants to use the master matrix between February 1, 2009 and January 31, 2010, the board of supervisors must submit an adopted “construction evaluation resolution” to the DNR between January 1 and January 31, 2009.

Click here for a sample construction evaluation resolution, and click here for more information from ISAC Legal Counsel David Vestal.
Tier 2 Reports for Hazardous Substances Due in March

The DNR is reminding facilities and businesses required to complete Tier 2 chemical inventory reports that the reports are due by close of business on March 2, 2009.
 
Facilities are required to submit the report if they store hazardous substances at or above certain threshold levels. The reports are required by the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA). Reports may be submitted to the DNR beginning Jan. 2, 2009. Click here for more information and instruction for submitting reports.  
Save the Date: Ready to Run April 3, 2009
In 1998, the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University established Ready to Run™ to encourage women in New Jersey to seek public office. Ready to Run™ is a bi-partisan effort to recruit and train women to run for all levels of office. In 2007, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics at Iowa State University was invited to join the Ready to Run™ National Training Network. Some 45 women attended Ready to Run™ Iowa on June 1, 2007. Several participants went on to run for—and win election to—public office in 2008.

Based on the success of the 2007 Ready to Run™ Iowa and the state’s below average performance in electing women to state and national office, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics is committed to offering this one-day, comprehensive, bi-partisan campaign training workshop every other year. The next Ready to Run™ Iowa is scheduled for April 3, 2009, at the Scheman Building, Iowa State Center, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa. Click here for more information and a registration form.
