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Department of Justice Recovery Act Details
Laurie Robinson, Acting Assistant U.S. Attorney General, issued a letter to local government organizations outlining the details on how to access the $2.76 billion made available for state and local law enforcement agencies in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 that was signed into law by President Obama on February 17, 2009.  Please click here to view Ms. Robinson’s letter. It will give you some details on how to apply for these funds.
Community Disaster Grant Allocations Hit a Snag

HF 64, a disaster recovery bill signed by Governor Culver earlier this month, includes $22 million for “community disaster grants.”  Those grants go directly to cities and counties impacted by the disaster, and can be spent on a variety of disaster-related costs.  The $22 million was allocated to cities and counties based on their share of individual and small business assistance funds approved by FEMA, with every city and county getting at least $2,000.  The “snag” in this allocation process is that the location of FEMA assistance recipients was based on their mailing address, not their actual location.  For example, a person who lives in rural Muscatine County may have a mailing address that says he lives in “Atalissa, IA,” even though he does not live in the city limits.  In that case, the portion of the $22 million grant money allocated for damage on that person’s property will go to the city of Atalissa, not to Muscatine County.  ISAC believes this is a widespread problem, and that the community disaster grant allocations grossly underestimate the damage in the rural areas of eligible counties.  Therefore, the allocations do not accurately reflect the damage in each jurisdiction and may well lead to inefficient spending, as cities that incurred little or no damage nonetheless receive substantial grant money.

ISAC is working on solutions to this problem.  One possibility is to map the actual locations of the individual and small business assistance recipients using GIS mapping technology, and redo the allocations based on their actual locations, instead of their mailing addresses.  There may be other potential legislative solutions.  In the meantime, counties should be communicating with the cities in their jurisdiction about this issue, and working on joint applications for the grant funds.  Nothing prevents a city from using its grant money for disaster recovery projects in rural areas, and in fact the Iowa Homeland Security and Emergency Management Division is encouraging joint applications.  All applications are due April 1, and no grant money will be distributed until the allocations become final.
MH/DD Funding

HF 414, the FY 2009 de-appropriation and supplemental appropriations bill, passed the House on Thursday afternoon.  This bill backfills the 1.5% cut to county mental health and developmental disabilities funding ordered by the Governor.  The bill requires DHS to send the funds to the counties immediately upon enactment. Rep. Scott Raecker (R-Polk) attempted to add another $14 million to county funding, but this failed along party lines.  There was significant discussion on the floor about the counties’ lack of funding for MH/DD services. 
Board Appointments

SSB 1218 passed the Senate Local Government Committee this week.  The bill requires that the governing body of a county, city, or school use a fair and unbiased process that attains the best qualified applicants and reflects a reasonable balance between genders.  The bill also requires that local governments submit a written report to the Commission on the Status of Women on the makeup of the boards and their efforts as of 2010, and every three years after.  It is hoped that this bill will take the place of SF 133 and HF 243, which mandate all local appointed boards and commissions be gender balanced by 2012.  Senator Quirmbach (D- Story County) will be the floor manager.
Definition of a Veteran

HSB 65 passed the House Veterans Affairs Committee this week.  The bill takes out the war dates and defines a veteran as one who served on active federal duty, other than training, and who was honorably discharged.  This bill has the potential of increasing costs in county VA offices due to a possible increase in veterans eligible for services.  There was an amendment that passed that took out the property tax exemption for those who were added to the definition of a veteran.  

City Election Times

HSB 138 passed the House State Government Committee.  This is one of ISAC’s objectives and would allow any city in a special election to choose whether to open the polls at 7:00 am or 12:00 pm.  Currently only cities with a population of less than 3,500 have a choice.
Parliamentary Maneuvering Sidelines Prevailing Wage Bill 

HF 333, the prevailing wage bill, was finally debated on the House floor on Friday, February 20.  There was an agreement for a time certain to end debate.  Once the time certain is reached amendments have to be voted up, down or withdrawn, without discussion.  Since Rep. Olson’s (D-Polk) amendment encompassing the same issue came before Rep. Bailey’s (D-Hamilton) amendment and was passed, the latter was ruled out of order.  Rep. Bailey held the deciding vote and when his amendment wasn’t taken, he voted no.  This left the bill one vote shy of what was needed for passage.  The Democrats held the voting machine open throughout the weekend in hopes of getting someone to change their vote.  When this failed, Majority Leader McCarthy (D-Polk) changed his vote and filed a motion to reconsider.  Barring another dramatic turn of events, this issue should be done for this session.
County Veterans Affairs

HF 283 was signed by Governor Culver this week.  The bill makes some corrections to the bill that was passed last year that required all counties to have a VA office open based on aggregate population for a minimum of 20 hours.  The bill allows county commissions of veterans affairs to use the money received for an executive director for veterans services.  The bill also requires a county that fails to comply with certification and other requirements to repay all funds to the county commission of veterans affairs fund.  Any money received from the fund must be used to supplement, not supplant, existing spending.  Counties that share an executive director or administrator must each have an office open for 20 hours. 

2009 County Day at the Capitol

Join us on Wednesday, March 25, 2009 for ISAC’s first County Day at the Capitol. This event will begin at the Wallace Building auditorium. There will be special presenters on the hot issues of the time. From there, the group will travel to the Capitol. This time at the statehouse will give county officials the opportunity to participate in the lobbying process by meeting with their legislators. Click here for more information and to register for the event. 
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2009 ISAC Spring School of Instruction
See you next week at the 2009 ISAC Spring School of Instruction! Please click here to visit the 2009 ISAC Spring School website for up-to-date conference details.  This website is an excellent resource for all conference details that will be posted as they are finalized.  
As always, please don’t hesitate to contact Stacy Horner if you have any questions.  We look forward to seeing you in Des Moines March 4-6, 2009!
Tier 2 Reports for Hazardous Substances Due in March

The DNR is reminding facilities and businesses required to complete Tier 2 chemical inventory reports that the reports are due by close of business on March 2, 2009.
 
Facilities are required to submit the report if they store hazardous substances at or above certain threshold levels. The reports are required by the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA). Reports may be submitted to the DNR beginning Jan. 2, 2009. Click here for more information and instruction for submitting reports.  
Save the Date: Ready to Run April 3, 2009
In 1998, the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University established Ready to Run™ to encourage women in New Jersey to seek public office. Ready to Run™ is a bi-partisan effort to recruit and train women to run for all levels of office. In 2007, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics at Iowa State University was invited to join the Ready to Run™ National Training Network. Some 45 women attended Ready to Run™ Iowa on June 1, 2007. Several participants went on to run for—and win election to—public office in 2008.

Based on the success of the 2007 Ready to Run™ Iowa and the state’s below average performance in electing women to state and national office, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics is committed to offering this one-day, comprehensive, bi-partisan campaign training workshop every other year. The next Ready to Run™ Iowa is scheduled for April 3, 2009, at the Scheman Building, Iowa State Center, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa. Click here for more information and a registration form.
