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LOST-TIF Bills In Play
There have been three bills concerning the LOST-TIF introduced. SSB 1211 by Senator Joe Bolkcom (D-Johnson) and SSB 1214 by Senator Herman Quirmbach (D-Story) are identical bills that would repeal the law enacted last year. Subcommittees have yet to meet.  In the House, Representative Mary Gaskill (D-Wapello) introduced a bill, HF 111, which would require an election of the registered voters of the city to approve a LOST-TIF district, rather than merely a city council ordinance.  The increased portion of the sales tax that the city would receive would only be the portion allocable to that city. The bill passed out of subcommittee this week.
Prevailing Wage Debate Scheduled

As we go to press this afternoon, the Iowa House of Representatives is scheduled to come into session to debate HF 333, the prevailing wage bill.  The information that we have is that there is an agreement to amend the bill and that the bill will pass.  The amendment will state that the prevailing wage law applies for public improvements when the project’s total estimated cost is $1.5 million or more and the funding for the project is at least 20% state funds.  H-1063 is the primary amendment to HF 333 and H-1068 amends H-1063 to define public improvement with the $1.5 million and 20% state funding criteria.
Board Appointments

SSB 1218 was passed out of subcommittee Thursday afternoon. The bill requires that the governing body of a county, city, or school use a fair and unbiased process that attains the best qualified applicants and reflects a reasonable balance between genders.  The bill also requires that local governments submit a written report to the Commission on the Status of Women on the makeup of the boards and their efforts as of 2010, and every three years after.
Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund Passes

Both the House and Senate have approved legislation to initiate a constitutional amendment to create the natural resources and outdoor recreation trust fund to preserve and protect Iowa’s resources. HJR 1 passed the House by a vote of 82-14 and the Senate by a vote of 49-1 this week. The legislation has now passed two consecutive General Assemblies and will go to the citizens of Iowa for approval at the 2010 general election.  If ratified by the people, the fund will be credited with a portion of the state sales tax after the next sales tax increase. This is one of ISAC’s 2009 top legislative priorities.

Bond Referendum Language Change Signed by Governor Culver
An ISAC legislative objective has been signed into law by the Governor.  SF 45 removes the requirement that counties list the “total cost” of a project on the ballot proposition for general county purpose bonds.  Counties are still required to list the purpose of the project and the amount of the bonds they would like to issue on the ballot, and counties are not allowed to issue bonds that exceed the amount stated on the ballot.  This is the same language cities and schools are currently required to use and allows counties the same ability to use other available funds (non-bond proceeds) to complete projects that exceed the amount of the bonds.  The bill also includes a provision that requires the county to post a notice of the amount and purpose of the bonds along with a non-binding total cost estimate with the minutes of the meeting at which the board adopts a resolution to call a special election to vote upon the question of issuing the bonds. This helps inform the voter while still providing counties with flexibility to complete important public projects and continue to provide citizens with a high level of service.  A portion of this bill also allows Buchanan County to use inmate fees to complete a jail project that exceeded the “total cost” listed on the ballot.  The Senate passed the bill unanimously while the House passed the bill 54-40.  ISAC would like to issue a special thank you to Senator Brian Schoenjahn (D-Buchanan), who floor managed the bill in the Senate, Representative Bob Kressig (D-Black Hawk), who floor managed the bill in the House, Senate Local Government Chair Herman Quirmbach (D-Story) and House Local Government Chair Mary Gaskill (D-Wapello).  The law is effective immediately.
District 5 Supervisors Meeting

The District 5 Supervisors Meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 27, at 9:30 am at Hotel Ottumwa in Ottumwa. For more information, contact Ernie Greiner, Keokuk County Supervisor at 641.799.8815 or auditor@keokukcountyia.com.
2009 County Day at the Capitol

Join us on Wednesday, March 25, 2009 for ISAC’s first County Day at the Capitol. This event will begin at the Wallace Building auditorium. There will be special presenters on the hot issues of the time. From there, the group will travel to the Capitol. This time at the statehouse will give county officials the opportunity to participate in the lobbying process by meeting with their legislators. Click here for more information and to register for the event. 

2009 NACo Legislative Conference – Register Today! 

Don’t miss the 2009 NACo Legislative Conference being held March 7-11 at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, DC. This critical conference will focus on the new Administration and the 111th Congress. ISAC will set up several meetings with Iowa delegation and hold a breakfast in association with the conference. Click here for more information and to register. 
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2009 ISAC Spring School of Instruction
Pre-registration ends on Monday, February 23, at 4:30 pm. Please pre-register to save your county and ISAC money. Click here to register.
Please click here to visit the 2009 ISAC Spring School website for up-to-date conference details.  This website is an excellent resource for all conference details that will be posted as they are finalized.  

As always, please don’t hesitate to contact Stacy Horner if you have any questions.  We look forward to seeing you in Des Moines March 4-6, 2009!
PERB Budget Cuts

In order to address budget cuts for the remainder of FY 2009 and additional budget cuts for FY 2010, PERB is implementing the following measures:

· Grievance mediation – Effective immediately, PERB will not provide PERB grievance mediators unless the parties mutually agree to reimburse PERB for mileage and meals.

· Interest-based bargaining facilitation – Other than providing one additional facilitation session after 2.4.09, effective immediately PERB will no longer provide IBB or new LMC facilitation services.  PERB will continue to provide IBB and LMC training only.  Instead, PERB will provide interested parties with a list of qualified ad hoc facilitators and contact information for FMCS, with whom the parties may contract or make arrangements directly.

Finally, PERB is deeply concerned about the ability to maintain recently implemented word searchable database due to projected budget cuts for FY 2010.
Tier 2 Reports for Hazardous Substances Due in March

The DNR is reminding facilities and businesses required to complete Tier 2 chemical inventory reports that the reports are due by close of business on March 2, 2009.
 
Facilities are required to submit the report if they store hazardous substances at or above certain threshold levels. The reports are required by the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA). Reports may be submitted to the DNR beginning Jan. 2, 2009. Click here for more information and instruction for submitting reports.  
Save the Date: Ready to Run April 3, 2009
In 1998, the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University established Ready to Run™ to encourage women in New Jersey to seek public office. Ready to Run™ is a bi-partisan effort to recruit and train women to run for all levels of office. In 2007, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics at Iowa State University was invited to join the Ready to Run™ National Training Network. Some 45 women attended Ready to Run™ Iowa on June 1, 2007. Several participants went on to run for—and win election to—public office in 2008.

Based on the success of the 2007 Ready to Run™ Iowa and the state’s below average performance in electing women to state and national office, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics is committed to offering this one-day, comprehensive, bi-partisan campaign training workshop every other year. The next Ready to Run™ Iowa is scheduled for April 3, 2009, at the Scheman Building, Iowa State Center, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa. Click here for more information and a registration form.
