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ACTION NEEDED:  Labor Bills Move

Activity was fast and furious on two labor bills.  SSB 1119, a bill that would allow employee choice of doctor for treatment of work-related injuries, came out of the labor committee in the Senate.  Senator Courtney (D-Des Moines) will floor manage the bill. ISAC is registered in opposition to this bill due to the costs associated with this proposal. 

HSB 149, a bill requiring the payment of local prevailing wage rates to persons working on public improvements was the subject of a subcommittee meeting on Wednesday.  At the same time, word spread around the Capitol that there would be a public hearing on the bill on Monday evening from 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm.  Click here for comments that ISAC provided at the subcommittee meeting.
The House Labor Committee was to vote the bill out on Thursday, but after various maneuverings, they recessed until after the public hearing on Monday.  The reported agreement between the two parties is that the public testimony will be held to one hour on Monday evening, the bill will come out of committee directly after the public hearing, and the bill will be voted on by the House after eight hours of debate on Thursday.  PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS WHEN THEY ARE HOME THIS WEEKEND AND SHARE YOUR CONCERNS ABOUT THIS BILL.
Property Tax Relief Impact on FY 2010 Budgets
As you may know, Governor Culver has proposed a FY 2010 state budget that cuts mental health property tax relief funding. Click here to review a memo and spreadsheet for information on how to plan for this potential cut in your own FY 2010 budgets.  

Mental Health Reform Bills Introduced

On Tuesday, Senator Jack Hatch (D-Polk) introduced SF 134, a bill to reform the county managed mental health and developmental disabilities system.  Concepts in the bill include: setting a base level of services; identifying and projecting the costs for each county to provide those services; requiring the counties to form service areas comprising a minimum general population of 100,000; the development of a funding formula based on school foundation aid formula; and allowing counties to implement a supplemental levy for the county's MH/MR/DD services fund.  Senators Bolkcom (D-Johnson), Bartz (R-Worth), and Ragan (D-Cerro Gordo) are on the subcommittee.  On Wednesday, Senator Steve Kettering (R-Sac) introduced SF 144, a bill that shifts the entire mandated responsibility for the MH/DD system from the counties to the state.  
Fuel Tax Bills Introduced
There were three bills introduced this week that would provide increased road funding by raising the fuel tax.  HSB 164 and SSB 1182 are identical bills that would provide an eight cents per gallon increase.  These bills also set a cap of $200 million on the TIME-21 fund.  Subcommittee meetings on these bills will begin next week.  SF 128 provides for a nine cents per gallon increase.  A subcommittee has not been set. ISAC supports a fuel tax increase and a cap on the TIME-21 fund. 
State Electrical Inspection Program
Please click here to view a letter to local government officials concerning the new state electrical inspection program.  The letter contains answers to some frequently asked questions by local governments, contact information, and a link to a new website about the state’s electrical programs.  Please note that the website will not be active until sometime late next week.   
Bond Referendum Language Change Goes to the Governor
An ISAC legislative objective has passed both chambers of the Legislature and now goes to the Governor.  SF 45 removes the requirement that counties list the “total cost” of a project on the ballot proposition for general county purpose bonds.  Counties will still be required to list the purpose of the project and the amount of the bonds they would like to issue on the ballot, and counties will not be allowed to issue bonds that exceed the amount stated on the ballot.  This is the same language cities and schools are currently required to use and would allow counties the same ability to use other available funds (non-bond proceeds) to complete projects that exceed the amount of the bonds.  The bill also includes a provision that would require the county to post a notice of the amount and purpose of the bonds along with a non-binding total cost estimate with the minutes of the meeting at which the board adopts a resolution to call a special election to vote upon the question of issuing the bonds. This helps inform the voter while still providing counties with flexibility to complete important public projects and continue to provide citizens with a high level of service.  A portion of this bill would also allow Buchanan County to use inmate fees to complete a jail project that exceeded the “total cost” listed on the ballot.  The Senate passed the bill unanimously while the House passed the bill 54-40.  ISAC would like to issue a special thank you to Senator Brian Schoenjahn (D-Buchanan), who floor managed the bill in the Senate, Representative Bob Kressig (D-Black Hawk), who floor managed the bill in the House, Senate Local Government Chair Herman Quirmbach (D-Story) and House Local Government Chair Mary Gaskill (D-Wapello). Governor Culver will be signing the bill on Monday morning at 11:30 am. 

2009 County Day at the Capitol

Join us on Wednesday, March 25, 2009 for ISAC’s first County Day at the Capitol. This event will begin at the Wallace Building auditorium. There will be special presenters on the hot issues of the time. From there, the group will travel to the Capitol. This time at the statehouse will give county officials the opportunity to participate in the lobbying process by meeting with their legislators. Click here for more information and to register for the event. 

2009 NACo Legislative Conference – Register Today! 

Don’t miss the 2009 NACo Legislative Conference being held March 7-11 at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, DC. This critical conference will focus on the new Administration and the 111th Congress. ISAC will set up several meetings with Iowa delegation and hold a breakfast in association with the conference. Click here for more information and to register. 
New and Noteworthy
( 2009 ISAC Spring School of Instruction 
( Iowa Climate Change Briefing and Discussion - Monday February 16, Des Moines
( Tier 2 Reports for Hazardous Substances Due in March
( Save the Date: Ready to Run April 3, 2009
2009 ISAC Spring School of Instruction
The deadline for pre-registration for the 2009 Spring School of Instruction is quickly approaching. It is vital that you pre-register before Monday, February 23. Not only does this save you money, but it saves us a lot of money and time while ensuring you the most efficient and cost effective conference. Click here to register today! 
Please click here to visit the 2009 ISAC Spring School website for up-to-date conference details.  This website is an excellent resource for all conference details that will be posted as they are finalized.  
Click here for the full version of this update which includes: FREE ISAC Networking Luncheon; Cancellation Policy; Exhibit Hall Hours; ISAC General Session; ISAC Educational Seminars; and more.
As always, please don’t hesitate to contact Stacy Horner if you have any questions.  We look forward to seeing you in Des Moines March 4-6, 2009!
Iowa Climate Change Briefing and Discussion - Monday February 16, Des Moines
The University of Iowa Center for Global and Regional Environmental Research and a variety of co-sponsoring organizations invite you to a climate change briefing and discussion to highlight the recent report of the Iowa Climate Change Advisory Council. 

The briefing and discussion will take place on Monday, February 16, 6:00-7:30 pm at the Iowa State Historical Building Auditorium, 600 East Locust in Des Moines. Click here for the event flier. 
Tier 2 Reports for Hazardous Substances Due in March

The DNR is reminding facilities and businesses required to complete Tier 2 chemical inventory reports that the reports are due by close of business on March 2, 2009.
 
Facilities are required to submit the report if they store hazardous substances at or above certain threshold levels. The reports are required by the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA). Reports may be submitted to the DNR beginning Jan. 2, 2009. Click here for more information and instruction for submitting reports.  
Save the Date: Ready to Run April 3, 2009
In 1998, the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University established Ready to Run™ to encourage women in New Jersey to seek public office. Ready to Run™ is a bi-partisan effort to recruit and train women to run for all levels of office. In 2007, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics at Iowa State University was invited to join the Ready to Run™ National Training Network. Some 45 women attended Ready to Run™ Iowa on June 1, 2007. Several participants went on to run for—and win election to—public office in 2008.

Based on the success of the 2007 Ready to Run™ Iowa and the state’s below average performance in electing women to state and national office, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics is committed to offering this one-day, comprehensive, bi-partisan campaign training workshop every other year. The next Ready to Run™ Iowa is scheduled for April 3, 2009, at the Scheman Building, Iowa State Center, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa. Click here for more information and a registration form.
