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ISAC Update: Dated 02.06.09
Government Relations

( ACTION NEEDED: Bond Referendum Language Change
( ACTION NEEDED: Gender Balance
( Prevailing Wage Bill Introduced
( Driver’s License Administrative Fee Passes House Subcommittee
( Health Care Reform (Redux)
( 2009 County Day at the Capitol
( 2009 NACo Legislative Conference – Register Today! 

ACTION NEEDED: Bond Referendum Language Change
· SF 45 removes the requirement that counties list the “total cost” of a project on the ballot proposition for general county purpose bonds.  
· If this bill is successful, counties will still be required to list the purpose of the project and the amount of the bonds they would like to issue on the ballot, and counties will NOT be allowed to issue bonds that exceed the amount stated on the ballot.  
· This is the same language cities and schools are currently required to use and would allow counties the same flexibility to use other available funds (non-bond proceeds) to complete projects that exceed the amount of the bonds. 
· Examples of other funds counties may use include inmate fees, gambling revenue, county attorney debt collection program fees, fines, and state and federal grants. 
· The Senate included an amendment that would require the county to post a notice of the amount and purpose of the bonds along with a non-binding total cost estimate with the minutes of the meeting at which the board adopts a resolution to call a special election to vote upon the question of issuing the bonds. This helps inform the voter while still providing counties with flexibility. 
· A portion of this bill would also allow Buchanan County to use inmate fees to complete a jail project that exceeded the “total cost” listed on the ballot.  This would NOT increase costs to taxpayers!  
· The Senate passed the bill unanimously. 
· The House Local Government Committee passed this bill Monday with a vote of 13-7.  The House will consider it on the floor early next week. 
· PLEASE CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE TODAY! Communicate the benefits to their communities of this legislation, and ask for their support. Click here for legislative contact information. This has been an ISAC objective for a number of years. 
ACTION NEEDED: Gender Balance

The gender balance bill, HSB 12, passed house state government this week and is going to the floor sponsored by Representative Mascher (D-Johnson). SSB 1050 will be discussed in senate committee early next week. ISAC is registered against this bill. PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS and explain the difficulties that you have in filling positions without this additional hurdle. Click here for legislative contact information. 
Prevailing Wage Bill Introduced  

Representative Rick Olson (D-Polk) filed HSB 149, a proposed committee on labor bill requiring the payment of local prevailing wage rates to persons working on public improvements for public bodies.  ISAC is registered against this bill.

Driver’s License Administrative Fee Passes House Subcommittee

HF 70 allows a county treasurer to charge an administrative fee of no more than $3 for the issuance or renewal of a driver’s license or non-operator’s identification card.  This fee must be authorized by the board of supervisors and would be deposited in the county general fund.  Additionally, the bill repeals a requirement that the state auditor conduct a study every four years regarding the fiscal impact of the county driver’s license issuance program.  This is an ISAC legislative objective.

Health Care Reform (Redux)  

Senator Jack Hatch (D-Polk), the principle author of the Health Care For All Act of 2008, has introduced SF 48, a bill that continues the move toward universal health care coverage.  The 87-page bill allows small businesses, non-profit organizations and local governments to buy into the state employees health insurance plan. It also begins to address the health care worker shortage with a series of initiatives to address physician and nurse educator shortages. It also moves forward on the expansion of health insurance to children in families up to 300% of the federal poverty level. The subcommittee made up of Senator Hatch, Senator Bolkcom (D-Johnson), and Senator Seymour (R-Harrison) met twice this week.  The first meeting was an overview of the bill and the second meeting focused on Division VI, Health Care Workforce Support Initiative. Future meetings and their subject matter are as follows:

February 9
Division II – Iowa Choice Insurance Exchange and Division VIII – Health Care Transparency

February 11
Division III – Adult Children and Division IV – Children’s Health Care Network

February 16
Division I – Iowa Health Care Partnership, and Division V – Immunity for Free Care


February 18
Division VII – Pharmacy Provisions

The intent is to consider amendments and pass the bill out of subcommittee on February 18. 

2009 County Day at the Capitol

Join us on Wednesday, March 25, 2009 for ISAC’s first County Day at the Capitol. This event will begin at the Wallace Building auditorium. There will be special presenters on the hot issues of the time. From there, the group will travel to the Capitol. This time at the statehouse will give county officials the opportunity to participate in the lobbying process by meeting with their legislators. Click here for more information on the event. 

2009 NACo Legislative Conference – Register Today! 

Don’t miss the 2009 NACo Legislative Conference being held March 7-11 at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, DC. This critical conference will focus on the new Administration and the 111th Congress. ISAC will set up several meetings with Iowa delegation and hold a breakfast in association with the conference. Click here for more information and to register. 
New and Noteworthy
( 2009 ISAC Spring School of Instruction Update
( NACo Leadership Institute Nominations
( Iowa Climate Change Briefing and Discussion - Monday February 16, Des Moines
( Tier 2 Reports for Hazardous Substances Due in March
( Save the Date: Ready to Run April 3, 2009

2009 ISAC Spring School
2009 ISAC Spring School of Instruction Update
The deadline for pre-registration for the 2009 Spring School of Instruction is quickly approaching. It is vital that you pre-register before Monday, February 23. Not only does this save you money, but it saves us a lot of money and time while ensuring you the most efficient and cost effective conference. Click here to register today! 
Conference Website

Please click here to visit the 2009 ISAC Spring School website for up-to-date conference details.  This website is an excellent resource for all conference details that will be posted as they are finalized.  
Click here for the full version of this update which includes: FREE ISAC Networking Luncheon; New Cancellation Policy; Exhibit Hall Hours; ISAC General Session; ISAC Educational Seminars; and more.
As always, please don’t hesitate to contact Stacy Horner if you have any questions.  We look forward to seeing you in Des Moines March 4-6, 2009!
NACo County Leadership Institute

The National Association of Counties annually conducts the County Leadership Institute at New York University in New York City.  The dates for this year’s program are May 26-30, 2008.  To be eligible to participate you have to be nominated by ISAC and be a county supervisor from a NACo member county.  NACo is looking for county supervisors that preferably have 2 to 6 years of experience.  
ISAC will pay the registration fee for a county official from Iowa that is accepted.  You will be responsible for travel and incidental expenses if selected.  County supervisors Linda Langston (Linn), Melvyn Houser (Pottawattamie), and Terrance Neuzil (Johnson) have attended previous sessions.  They would be happy to share their experiences with you if you have questions about the program.  If you are interested in participating, please contact ISAC Executive Director Bill Peterson at bpeterson@iowacounties.org or call 515-244-7181 no later than February 11, 2009. Click here for more information. 
Iowa Climate Change Briefing and Discussion - Monday February 16, Des Moines
The University of Iowa Center for Global and Regional Environmental Research and a variety of co-sponsoring organizations invite you to a climate change briefing and discussion to highlight the recent report of the Iowa Climate Change Advisory Council. 

The briefing and discussion will take place on Monday, February 16, 6:00-7:30 pm at the Iowa State Historical Building Auditorium, 600 East Locust in Des Moines. Click here for the event flier. 
Tier 2 Reports for Hazardous Substances Due in March

The DNR is reminding facilities and businesses required to complete Tier 2 chemical inventory reports that the reports are due by close of business on March 2, 2009.
 
Facilities are required to submit the report if they store hazardous substances at or above certain threshold levels. The reports are required by the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA). Reports may be submitted to the DNR beginning Jan. 2, 2009. Click here for more information and instruction for submitting reports.  
Save the Date: Ready to Run April 3, 2009
In 1998, the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University established Ready to Run™ to encourage women in New Jersey to seek public office. Ready to Run™ is a bi-partisan effort to recruit and train women to run for all levels of office. In 2007, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics at Iowa State University was invited to join the Ready to Run™ National Training Network. Some 45 women attended Ready to Run™ Iowa on June 1, 2007. Several participants went on to run for—and win election to—public office in 2008.

Based on the success of the 2007 Ready to Run™ Iowa and the state’s below average performance in electing women to state and national office, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics is committed to offering this one-day, comprehensive, bi-partisan campaign training workshop every other year. The next Ready to Run™ Iowa is scheduled for April 3, 2009, at the Scheman Building, Iowa State Center, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa. Click here for more information and a registration form.
