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ISAC Update: Dated 04.17.09
Government Relations

( ACTION NEEDED: Sex Offender Residency Law Change
( Senate Unanimously Passes ISAC Top Priority

( County-Related Disaster Bills

( Open Meetings/Open Records

( County Land Records
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( Counting Absentee Ballots 

( Gender Balance

( 2009 ISAC Legislative District Workshops
Sex Offender Residency Law Change

There is still hope that an agreement to make improvements to Iowa’s sex offender residency law can be reached in the last week of session.  Iowa’s county sheriffs and county attorneys have seen first hand the unintended negative consequences of Iowa’s current law.  ISAC has long supported changes in the law to make it more effective.  The compromise language has not been seen yet, but reportedly it reduces the number of offenders under residency restriction by 80% or so, provides more Department of Corrections and judicial discretion to take an offender off of the 2000 foot restriction over time, enacts the federal requirements in the Adam Walsh Act, and includes exclusion zones.  
There is a public hearing scheduled for Monday, April 20, from 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm in the Iowa House Chamber to discuss HF 711. Persons wishing to testify should contact the Legislative Information Office at 515.281.5129. Individual testimony will be limited to three minutes, and written testimony is encouraged, but not required.
Please contact your legislators and the Governor and ask them to support the work of the bipartisan subcommittee on HF 711, sex offender issues.  

Senate Unanimously Passes ISAC Top Priority

Yesterday the Senate passed SF 461, a bill making two significant changes to the local option sales tax-tax increment financing (LOST-TIF) law originally enacted last year.  
1) Current law allows a city to change the use of its increased LOST revenues without an election if the purpose of the change is to fund an urban renewal project in a LOST-TIF district.  SF 461 imposes a reverse referendum process, so the citizens may petition to vote on the question of changing the use of the LOST revenues.  If no petition is filed, the city council may change the use of its increased LOST revenues to fund an urban renewal project in a LOST-TIF area.  Any other change in the use of LOST revenues (i.e., other than to fund an urban renewal project in a LOST-TIF area) requires a vote of the people, both under current law and under SF 461.  

2) Under current law, all increased LOST revenues over a base year amount can be captured by the city where the sale occurs and used to fund urban renewal projects in a LOST-TIF district in that city.  This is contrary to the statutory allocation process, which allocates LOST revenue to the county and cities within the county based on their population and budget size – not on where the sale occurs.  SF 461 maintains the statutory allocation process, even for increased LOST revenues.  All jurisdictions within the county will continue to receive their statutory share of the LOST revenues, regardless of where the sale occurs.  Under SF 461, a city is permitted to change the use of its portion of increased LOST revenues to fund urban renewal projects, subject to the reverse referendum change noted above.
The bill now goes to the House, which unanimously passed a substantially identical bill earlier in the session.  County officials should thank their senators for passing this important bill, and urge their representatives to vote for the bill when it comes up in the House next week.

County-Related Disaster Bills 

SF 457 contains a legalizing act for disaster-related expenditures by a county or city that exceeded an original or previously amended FY 08 budget between May 1, 2008 and August 31, 2008. Counties and cities will be allowed to amend their FY 08 budgets until the end of FY 09 to reflect any actions taken in response to the disaster.  The bill also adds two new paragraphs to essential county purpose related to expenditures for buildings, equipment, and public facilities damaged by disaster and reimbursement of the general fund or other funds for disaster expenditures. General obligation bonds issued for the two new essential purposes may be retired over 30 years rather than 20 years, but may only be accessed for this purpose within 10 years after a given disaster declaration.  The House also added an amendment that would allow for a reverse referendum on the two additional uses. The bill also provides local governments more flexibility in entering into emergency repair contracts without holding a hearing or a public bid.  

The bill also provides for a disaster revitalization program that counties and cities may adopt. Provided local governments observe some mandatory conditions in developing the area, the real property within the disaster area is eligible to receive up to 100% tax exemption for up to five years on the increase in value from the 2007 valuation if the increase is attributable to revitalization occurring between May 25, 2008 and December 31, 2013.  The local government may allow for a smaller exemption.

This bill, previously passed by the Senate without the House amendment, will go back to the Senate for approval. Representative Tyler Olson (D-Linn) floor managed the bill in the House.

HF 759 passed the Senate with a cleanup amendment.  This bill requires counties and cities to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) by June 30, 2013, if they currently have a FEMA approved flood insurance rate map.  If a county or city does not have a FEMA approved map in place, they will have 60 months from the effective date of any future flood insurance rate map to participate in the NFIP.  State participation in future flood-related disaster assistance is contingent upon county or city participation in the NFIP.  This bill will go back to the House for approval of the Senate amendment.
Open Meetings/Open Records

The House passed HF 777 on Thursday.  The most onerous provisions included in last year’s proposal are not included in this legislation.  The bill does not include the enforcement board from last year, but does create an advisory committee with city, county, and school board representation.  Many of the more thorny issues were referred to this committee to study and bring recommendations back to the legislature.  

County Land Records

SF 465 passed the Senate with a vote of 43-6.  The bill requires every county to participate in the county land record information system, makes changes to fees, and includes provisions on redacting electronic documents.  The bill now goes to the House for consideration.  

Small Wind Innovation Zones
HF 810 creates a process for political subdivisions to declare an area a small wind innovation zone.  The owner of a small wind energy system located within a small wind innovation zone desiring to interconnect with an electric utility will benefit from a streamlined application process, may utilize a model interconnection agreement, and can qualify under a model ordinance.  The model ordinance will be created by ISAC, the Iowa League of Cities, the Iowa Environmental Council, the Iowa Wind Energy Association, and representatives from the utility industry and will be offered on the ISAC and League websites for local governments to access.  This bill has passed the House, managed by Representative Donovan Olson (D-Boone), and Senate Ways and Means.  Senator Hogg (D-Linn) will manage the bill on the Senate floor.

Counting Absentee Ballots

HF 670 allows the commissioner of elections to start counting absentee ballots one day before election.  However, if a county was not finished tallying all absentee ballots by 10:00 pm on the day of election for the previous election, they shall start counting ballots the day before.  The House concurred with the Senate amendment to HF 670 and passed the bill with a vote of 98-1.  It now goes to the Governor.

Gender Balance

HF 243, a bill requiring local appointed boards and commissions to be gender balanced by 2012, passed the Senate this past week with a vote of 31-19.  The bill allows, after three months of good faith effort, any qualified person to be appointed, regardless of gender.  It now goes to the Governor to be signed.

Community Grant Programs
SF 452 creates a community grant program for which counties may apply in order to implement projects intended to reduce energy consumption and make communities in Iowa more sustainable and energy efficient. Grants between $1,000 and $50,000 can be awarded with the county providing a 50 percent match.  The bill now goes to the Governor.

2009 ISAC Legislative District Workshops

The 2009 ISAC Legislative District Workshops will be held on the following dates: District 5, Tuesday, June 9; District 6, Wednesday, June 10; District 2, Tuesday, June 23; District 3, Wednesday, June 24; District 1, Wednesday, July 8; and District 4, Thursday, July 9. 
The pre-registration fee is $35, and registration is $40 at the door.  Morning refreshments, lunch, and the 2009 ISAC Legislative Summary Book are included in your registration fee. For more information on the meeting locations, meeting agendas, and to register, click here. 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Stacy Horner at shorner@iowacounties.org or 515.244.7181.
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ISAC Conference Hotel Update

In the past couple of weeks, we have gotten several phone calls regarding hotel reservations for the 2009 ISAC Fall School of Instruction being held in Coralville from November 18-20.  Hotel reservations are currently unable to be made because we are currently creating a new process to reserve your sleeping rooms through the Iowa Housing Bureau.  This new registration process will ease previous worries and frustrations about reserving a sleeping room during the conference.  We plan to announce the process early this summer.  This will ensure that everyone has ample time to make their housing reservations, so please DO NOT try to make your hotel reservations until ISAC launches this new room reservation format.  Thanks for your patience and assistance as we try to make this process as smooth as possible for everyone involved, which includes our members, exhibitors, special guests and conference hotel staff.   In the mean time, if you have any questions, please contact Stacy Horner at shorner@iowacounties.org.

2010 Census Information

The U.S. Census Bureau will begin the first phase of its Census 2010 operations in Iowa next week. Census workers will be hitting the streets to verify residential addresses in all of Iowa’s cities and unincorporated areas. The addresses will be used to deliver 2010 Census questionnaires in February/March 2010. The Census Bureau wants to include all habitable housing units on its 2010 Census master address list. Missing households can result in an undercount for your jurisdiction and less per capita funding and less political power for your county over the next decade. 

Census workers will  be carrying handheld computers, ID badges and U.S. Census Bureau shoulder bags. The Census Bureau has notified local law enforcement of this upcoming operation which is expected to continue through June 2009. Should you have any questions about the legitimacy of a census worker, you may call the Census Bureau’s Kansas City Regional Census Office to confirm the operation in your jurisdiction. The phone number is 816-994-2100. 

For information about census operations in Iowa, how to get a good count in your community, and ideas about promoting  census participation, you are invited to attend the statewide Census 2010 Iowa Roundtable which meets the first Friday of every month. The next meeting is May 1, 10:30 am to 12:00 pm at the State Library in Des Moines. To be added to the distribution list for meeting notices and minutes, contact Beth Henning at beth.henning@lib.state.ia.us or 515.281.4350.

Emergency Operations Center Courses

Texas Extensions is offering a beta test for a new Emergency Operation Center (EOC) Management course at no charge. This three day course will be held in Ames from April 20-22, from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm daily. It will cover: multiple area command centers at the local and federal levels; functional areas of the EOC; organizational models; direction and control; and functional exercises will be held. Meals are included. Please click here for more information. 

2009 ISAC Scholarship Golf Fundraiser

The 2009 ISAC Scholarship Golf Fundraiser is being held on Wednesday, July 15, 2009, at Jester Park Golf Course and Lodge in Granger. This years event is being hosted by the Iowa State Sheriffs’ and Deputies’ Association and the Iowa State Association of County Supervisors. 

Please talk to your local vendors about sponsoring the 2009 ISAC Scholarship Golf Fundraiser. Sponsorships are coming in very slowly this year, and without them we will not be able to continue to offer scholarships to the daughters and sons of county employees. Click here for a sponsor registration form. 

Golfer spots are filling up quickly. If you would like to golf in the event, please get your money and registration form in soon. Click here for a golfer registration form. 

If you have any questions regarding the event, please contact Brad Holtan at bholtan@iowacounties.org or 515.244.7181. 
Free NACo Webinars: Leading in Tough Times
Don’t miss NACo’s series of FREE webinars designed to provide you with information and ideas about coping with and recovering from the recession.  As county leaders you have many difficult decisions ahead of you.  NACo, your association, is here to assist you.  

 

From each webinar in the Leading in Tough Times series, you’ll gain new information, ideas, practical solutions and hear from your peers, to help you and your county successfully lead in tough times. For more information please click here. 
Women of NACo Golf Tournament

Support the Women of NACo, a caucus affiliate of NACo, at their annual golf tournament on Thursday, July 23, before the Annual Conference in Nashville, TN. This fourth annual tournament supports Women of NACo’s efforts to improve the effectiveness of women officials by offering a network of support, encouragement, experience and unity. The tournament kicks off with a lunch at 12:00 pm at Gaylord Springs Golf Links in Nashville, followed by a 1:00 pm modified shotgun start. The California State Association of Counties (CSAC) is securing sponsorships for the event, $400 for a foursome, and each player is asked to make a $25 donation to the Women of NACo. For more information and to download a sponsorship or registration form, go to http://www.csac.counties.org/default.asp?id=2569 or click here. For questions, contact Lindsay Pangburn, CSAC Corporate Associates Manager, at lpangburn@counties.org or 916.327.7500 ext. 528.

