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Governor Culver Signs Voting Equipment Legislation

Iowa Governor Chet Culver signed Senate File 2347 into law today. The legislation provides about $4.6 million to assist counties across the state in purchasing optical scan voting machines.  Senate File 2347 was the result of a bi-partisan effort that involved Governor Culver, Secretary of State Michael Mauro, members of the General Assembly, and the Iowa State Association of County Auditors.  Governor Culver commended the efforts of county auditors Ken Kline (Cerro Gordo), Dennis Parrott (Jasper), and Mary Mosiman (Story).  In addition, he praised Iowa State Association of Counties President Mike King (Union County Supervisor) for his efforts in election reform over the past several years. 

Senate File 2347 will allow the placement of optical scan voting machines in each of Iowa’s 1,785 precincts in advance of the November 2008 general election.  These machines will allow Iowa voters to fill out a paper ballot. By ensuring a record of their vote and allowing a hand count of any election, optical scan voting machines should provide Iowa voters with confidence in the integrity of the voting processes.  

ISAC President Mike King stated:  “I would like to thank Governor Culver and Secretary of State Mauro for their efforts to assist counties in creating a reliable voting system by providing this important funding.  By signing this bill, Governor Culver continues to solidify his legacy as a leader in election reform efforts.   I also want to thank members of the Iowa General Assembly for their bi-partisan efforts in passing this legislation.  And finally, I want to recognize the efforts of the county auditors who worked hard on this legislation.  When voters go to the polls in November, they can do so with a greater sense of confidence that their vote will be counted – just the way they want it.”   

The Iowa State Association of Counties is a private, nonprofit corporation whose members are county officials from the 99 counties in Iowa.  ISAC’s mission is to promote effective and responsible county government for the people of Iowa.  For further information visit www.iowacounties.org.
