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COUNTY OFFICIALS TRAVEL TO DES MOINES FOR EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE
Des Moines, IA - More than 800 county officials will be traveling to Des Moines next week for education, skills training and networking.  The Iowa State Association of Counties (ISAC) will be holding its 66th Spring School of Instruction March 4-6 at the Marriott and Renaissance Savery in downtown Des Moines.  

"This conference offers county officials the opportunity to discuss the issues directly affecting Iowans this legislative session, such as adequate funding for mental health services, TIME-21 funding, and local option sales tax TIF," said Bill Peterson, ISAC Executive Director.  
ISAC will award scholarships to eight outstanding high school students during ISAC's General Session on March 4.  The winner of the top scholarship, in the amount of $7,500, is Mike Tlach from West Hancock High School in Hancock County.  Five other students will receive scholarships in the amount of $5,000:  Kelly Peddy from Ankeny High School in Polk County; Mark Cronin from Galva-Holstein High School in Ida County; Erin Westering from Atlantic High School in Cass County; Ryan Bell from Washington High School in Washington County; and Danielle Dolezal from Iowa City Regina High School in Johnson County. Samuel Kruger from Sibley-Ocheydan High School in Osceola County will receive a $2,000 scholarship from the Iowa Counties Information Technology Organization.  Harrison Hargett from Spirit Lake High School in Dickinson County will receive the past president’s scholarship in the amount of $3,000. Criteria used in judging the scholarships are scholastic achievement, financial need, participation in extracurricular/community activities, and overall character.  Eligibility is limited to children of county officials or county employees. 

Also during ISAC’s General Session, more than 300 county officials will be honored with Years of Service Awards to acknowledge their dedication to serving citizens through county government.  Years of Service Awards will be given to county officials with 15 years of service or more (in five-year increments). Special acknowledgement will be given to Betty Sass, Johnson County Treasurer, for her 55 years of services with the county. 
The Iowa State Association of Counties is a private, nonprofit corporation whose members are county officials from the 99 counties in Iowa.  ISAC’s mission is to promote effective and responsible county government for the people of Iowa. For further information visit our website at www.iowacounties.org.
